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Nathan Adrian	 6
Lori Allen	 6
Barbara Alterowitz	 6
Ralph Alterowitz	 6
Roberta Altman	 6
Greg Anderson	 6
Jack Andraka	 6
Erin Andrews	 6
Dr. Jennifer Arnold	 6
Emory Austin	 6
Chris Ayers	 6
Paul Azinger	 6
Elise M. Babcock-Needell	 6
David Balch	 6
Justin Baldoni	 7
Lawrence J. Baran, phd	 7
Deshauna Barber	 7
Khevin Barnes	 7
Thomas Michael Bay, phd	 7
Vanessa Bayer	 7
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Heidi Bright	 8
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Randall R. Broad	 8
Jane E. Brody	 8
Bessie Brown	 8
Stephen Brown	 8
Monica Fawzy Bryant, esq.	 8
Wanda Burch	 8
Michelle Burleigh	 8
Valerie Anne Burns	 8
Doretha “Dee” Burrell	 9
Suzy Cadham	 9
Chef Ryan Callahan	 9
Alejandra Campoverdi	 9
Thomas Cantley	 9
Doris Cardwell	 9
Joseph A. Caruso	 9
Kathy Cawthon	 9
Roger Cawthon	 9
Sharon Cecil, rn	 9
Diane Lane Chambers	 9
Lenor Madruga Chappell	 9
Dr. Kristine Setting Clark	 9
Christine Clifford, csp	 9
Cate Collins	 10
Jill Colucci	 10

Catherine R. Connor	 10
Deborah J. Cornwall	 10
Christine Shields Corrigan	 10
Kelly Corrigan	 10
Chuck Coté	 10
David Cranmer	 10
Mike Craycraft	 10
Kathryn “Kat” Cressida	 10
Neil Crone	 10
Erin Geddis Cummings	 10
Conor Cunneen	 10
Margaret I. Cuomo, md	 11
Judith C. Dambowic	 11
Tracy DeGraaf	 11
Hank Deneski	 11
Claire DiCenzo	 11
Katie Ortman Doble	 11
Chris-Tia Donaldson	 11
Mack Dryden	 11
Eric Dunlap	 11
Doug Dvorak	 11
Ruth Ebenstein	 11
Dr. Morry Edwards	 11
Lynn Eib	 12
Linda Ellerbee	 12
Brenda Elsagher	 12
Emme	 12
Joanne L. Estes	 12
Garret D. Evans, psyd	 12
Richard Fabozzi	 12
Jim Fannin	 12
Brenda Feigen	 12
Bruce Feiler	 12
Natalie Ferguson, 
   msa, bsn, rn	 12
Betty R. Ferrell, phd, faan	 12
Cindy Finch, lcsw	 12
Amelia Frahm	 12
Kristi Funk, md	 13
Chuck Gallagher	 13
Eric Anthony Galvez	 13
Izzy Gesell, msed, csp	 13
Lola D. Gillebaard	 13
Wendy Gladney	 13
Eric Gnezda, mfa	 13
Dr. Joel Goodman	 13
Bill Goss	 13
Eva Grayzel	 13
Scott Greenberg	 13
Laura Holmes Haddad	 13
Martina Hahn	 13
Janelle Hail, csl	 13
Andrew Haley	 14
Heather Hall	 14
Scott Hamilton	 14
Wendy S. Harpham, md, facp	14
Samantha Harris	 14

Donna Hartley	 14
Katie Haun	 14
Tom Hayes	 14
Terry Healey	 14
Ed Hearn	 14
Donna Heckler	 14
Ruth E. Heidrich, phd	 14
Randolph Henniger	 14
Jane Hill, bs, cll	 14
Alan Hobson	 15
Dr. Susan Horowitz	 15
Joy Huber	 15
Lauren Hudson	 15
Tom Hulsey	 15
Stacy Hurt, mha, mba	 15
Sharon Hyson, atr	 15
Margie Ingram	 15
Matt Iseman	 15
Hollye Jacobs	 15
Anna James	 15
Julie Jansen	 15
Suleika Jaouad	 15
Ann Jillian	 16
Lonnell Johnson, phd	 16
Dr. Missy Johnson	 16
Shanese I. Johnson	 16
Jasmine Jones	 16
Mark Kantrowitz	 16
Miki Kashtan	 16
Victoria Reggie Kennedy	 16
Sharon Kim	 16
Adam Klein	 16
Allen Klein, ma, csp	 16
Carol L. Kornmehl, 
    md, facro	 16
Dara Kurtz
Noreen LaBatt	 16
Kimberly Lackey	 17
Jean LaMantia, rd	 17
Angelique L’Amour	 17
Kathy Lariviere	 17
Josie Leavitt	 17
Valisia LeKae	 17
Debbie Leoni	 17
John Librett, phd, mph	 17
Spencer Lueders	 17
Jennifer Lukowiak	 17
Joan Lunden	 17
Charlie Lustman	 17
Frazelma C. Lynn, bs, ed, 
     med, eds	 18
Molly MacDonald	 18
Mal Malme	 18
Rachele Manning	 18
Carol Ann Manzi, mm	 18
Jacqueline Marcell, bs	 18
Fabianna Marie	 18

Hedda Matza-
   Haughton, lcsw	 18
Elise Silverfield May	 18
Michael McDaeth	 18
Jan McInnis	 18
Brittany Avin McKelvey, 
     phd	 18
Steve Melen	 18
Dr. Frank Merritt	 19
Carol Michaels, mba, 
    acsm, ace	 19
Shannon Miller	 19
Karen Mills	 19
Joanna Morales, esq.	 19
Paula Mozen	 19
Lacy Mucklow, ma, atr-bc,  		
     lpat, lcpat, atcs	 19
T. P. Mulrooney	 19
Rebecca Nellis, mpp	 19
Mark Nepo	 19
Matthew Newman	 19
Jim Newton	 19
Melanie A. Nix	 19
Lynn O’Brien	 20
Judy Pearson	 20
Alyssa Phillips	 20
Nicole J. Phillips	 20
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Bob Polkinghorn	 20
John Polo	 20
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Sheri Y. Prentiss, md, mph, 
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Mary Lou Quinlan	 20
Diana Raab, phd	 20
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Rick Redner	 20
Kimberley S. Reed	 20
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David Richman	 21
Danielle Ripley-Burgess	 21
Dr. Stuart Robertshaw	 21
Betty Rollin	 21
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Mark Schulman	 22
Georgia Shaffer, ma	 22
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Judith G. Shepherd	 22
Lynda G. Shrager, otr, 
   msw, caps	 22
Dianne Shumay, phd	 22
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Jody Urquhart	 24
Liza Vann	 24
Michael Veltri	 24
Natasha Verma	 24
Jeannine Walston	 25
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ALABAMA
Bessie Brown
Frazelma C. Lynn, 
     bs, ed, med, eds

ARIZONA
Khevin Barnes
Judy Pearson

ARKANSAS
Scott Romine

CALIFORNIA
Chris Ayers
David Balch
Valerie Anne Burns
Suzy Cadham
Alejandra Campoverdi
Dr. Kristine Setting Clark
Kathryn “Kat” Cressida
Judith C. Dambowic
Betty R. Ferrell, phd, faan

Cindy Finch, lcsw

Kristi Funk, md

Scott Greenberg
Samantha Harris
Donna Hartley
Randolph Henniger
Jane Hill, bs, cll

Ann Jillian
Miki Kashtan
Sharon Kim
Allen Klein, ma, csp

Angelique L’Amour
Carol Ann Manzi, mm

Jacqueline Marcell, bs

Jan McInnis
Steve Melen
Diana Raab, phd

Rick and Brenda Redner
Teresa Rhyne
Dianne Shumay, phd

Adrienne Slaughter
Terri Tate, rn, ms

Morgan Thompson
Jaclyn Tolentino, do

Wendy Treynor, phd

Michael Veltri
Jeannine Walston
Erin Weidemann
Lisa Marie Wilson
Rachael Yahne
Jasan Zimmerman
Marie C. Zoutomou-
   Qunitanilla, mba

COLORADO
Katie Ortman Doble
Diane M. Simard
Susan Strong
Sean Swarner
Natasha Verma

CONNECTICUT
Claire DiCenzo
Julie Jansen
Carol Ann Manzi, mm

Bernie Siegel, md

DELAWARE
Nicolle D. Surratte
Jan White

FLORIDA
Paul Azinger
Catherine R. Connor
David Cranmer
Garret D. Evans, psyd

Eva Grayzel
Hedda Matza-Haughton, lcsw

Donna Heckler
Kimberly Lackey
Dr. Frank Merritt
Shannon Miller
Jim Newton
Connie Pombo, cpt

Linda Ryan
Patricia San Pedro
Bob “B. B.” Widdop
Pat Williams
Don Yaeger
             
GEORGIA
Lori Allen
Thomas Cantley
Eric Dunlap
Richard Fabozzi
Lauren Hudson
Alyssa Phillips

ILLINOIS
Lawrence J. Baran, phd

Monica Fawzy Bryant, esq.
Conor Cunneen
Tracy DeGraaf
Chris-Tia Donaldson
Doug Dvorak
Lauren Hudson
Sharon Hyson, atr

Mark Kantrowitz
Debbie Leoni
Joanna Morales, esq.

T.P. Mulrooney
John Polo
Sheri Y. Prentyiss, md, mph, 
   cps/a, cpe, facpe, csp

Beth Ryan

INDIANA
Katie Haun
Judith G. Shepherd

IOWA
Kathy Lariviere

KENTUCKY
Sharon Cecil, rn

Mack Dryden
             
MARYLAND
Jack Andraka
Edel Blumberg
Doretha “Dee” Burrell
Jasmine Jones
Sue Spector
Astronaut Don Thomas
             
MASSACHUSETTS
Deborah J. Cornwall
Erin Geddis Cummings
Izzy Gesell, msed, csp

Laura Holmes Haddad
Mal Malme
Rachele Manning
Kevin Schlehuber
Karen Smyers
             
MICHIGAN
Joseph A. Caruso
Ruth Ebenstein
Dr. Morry Edwards
Martina Hahn
Heather Hall
Lauren Hudson
Dr. Missy Johnson
Molly MacDonald
Susan Sorensen

MINNESOTA
Brenda Elsagher
Luke Soderling

MISSOURI
Kim Becking
Chef Ryan Callahan
Lynn O’Brien
Danielle Ripley-Burgess
Alan Spector

MONTANA
Paula Mozen

NEBRASKA
Joy Huber

NEVADA
David Richman

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Fabianna Marie

NEW JERSEY
Christine Shields Corrigan
Carol L. Kornmehl, md, facro

Carol Michaels, mba, acsm, ace

Saranne Rothberg, ms

NEW YORK
Wanda Burch
Bruce Feiler
Natalie Ferguson, msa, bsn, rn

Valisia LeKae
Rebecca Nellis, mpp

Betty Rollin
Saranne Rothberg, ms

Holly Rowe
Steve Rubin
Lynda G. Shrager, otr, msw, caps

Puja A. J. Thomson
Liza Vann
Melanie Young

NORTH CAROLINA
Dara Kurtz
Spencer Lueders
Jennifer Lukowiak
Brittany Avin McKelvey, phd

Tara Williamson

OHIO
Heidi Bright
Mike Craycraft
Hank Deneski
Eric Gnezda, mfa

Tony Sobony

OREGON
Terry Healey
Charlie Lustman
Bob Polkinghorn

PENNSYLVANIA
Stephen Brown
Lynn Eib
Stacy Hurt, mha, mba

STATE-BY-STATE SPEAKER LISTING
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Shanese I. Johnson
Matthew Newman
Michele A. Reiss, phd

Georgia Shaffer, ma

SOUTH CAROLINA
Chuck Gallagher

SOUTH DAKOTA
Doris Cardwell
Nicole J. Phillips

TENNESSEE
Jill Colucci
Amelia Frahm
Karen Mills
Melanie Young

TEXAS
Wendy S. Harpham, md, facp

Tom Hulsey
Elise Silverfield May
Caroline Rose

UTAH
John L. Librett, phd, mph

Holly Rowe

VERMONT
Josie Leavitt

VIRGINIA 
Holly Bertone, cnhp, pmp

Justin Birckbichler
Lonnell Johnson, phd

Lacy Mucklow, ma, atr-bc, 		
     lpat, lcpat, atcs

WASHINGTON
Barb Boswell
Randall R. Broad
Michael McDaeth

WASHINGTON D.C.
Melanie A. Nix
Donna R. Walton, edd

WEST VIRGINIA
Brett Wilson

WISCONSIN
Kathy Bero
Jodi A. Pliszka, phd

Dr. Stuart Robertshaw

FOREIGN: 

CANADA
Syd Birrell
Michelle Burleigh
Cate Collins
Neil Crone
Andrew Haley
Jean LaMantia, rd

Glenda Standeven
Daniel Stolfi
Jody Urquhart
Leisse Wilcox

ISRAEL
Ruth Ebenstein

UNITED KINGDOM
Anna James
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Locate the Perfect Speaker 
for Your NCSD Event

Finding the right speaker for 
your NCSD event can be a 
daunting challenge, but the 
NCSD 2021 Speakers Bureau 
Roster is here to help.

Remember that speakers who 
are well known and have a 
good reputation are always 
in demand. The earlier you 
start your search, the better 
your chance of booking your 
first choice. When searching 
for the perfect presenter, it’s 
a good idea to ask colleagues 
with similar programs for 
recommendations.

Chances are you will have 
to pay your speaker, or at 
least cover expenses. When 
it comes to making the actual 
booking, it never hurts to see 
how much you can get for 
your buck. Can the speaker 
deliver a keynote, conduct 
a workshop, or serve on a 
panel? Ask if a video of the 
presentation can be used 
by your organization for 
other events, support group 
meetings, etc.

DISCLAIMER: 
This roster is provided 
as information only. The 
National Cancer Survivors 
Day Foundation does not 
endorse or warrant the 
services of any speaker or 
speaker’s agent. You are 
encouraged to ask for and 
call references to make sure 
the speaker you are consider-
ing will fit your needs. In 
addition to travel expenses, 
most speakers charge a 
speaker’s fee. Descriptions 
of services contained in this 
roster are written by the 
speakers or their agents. 
Please contact the speakers 
or their agents directly.

If you or someone you 
know should be considered 
for the National Cancer 
Survivors Day® Speakers 
Bureau, contact:

National Cancer 
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publication of the National Cancer 

Survivors Day Foundation.
Copyright © 2021
All rights reserved

Not all speakers are listed in 
state-by-state listing. See the 
index on the previous page 
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alphabetical order.

http://www.ncsd.org
mailto:info%40ncsd.org?subject=
http://www.ncsd.org
mailto:info%40ncsd.org?subject=
http://www.ncsd.org
http://www.Facebook.com/CancerSurvivorsDay 
http://www.Twitter.com/SurvivorsDay
http://www.Instagram.com/CancerSurvivorsDay


6    2021 National Cancer Surivors Day® Speakers Bureau Roster  •  ncsd.org

NATHAN ADRIAN
Contact: Janey Miller or Kelly Ferrero, Octagon 
Olympic and Action Sports
303-444-4612
Email: janey.miller@octagon.com, 
kelly.ferrero@octagon.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @NathanAdrian
Nathan is an eight-time Olympic medalist with five 
gold medals. As an Honors graduate from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, Nathan is a well-versed 
and charismatic speaker. He was chosen as Captain of 
the US Olympic Swim team by his peers in 2016, 
2017, and 2018. Nathan is involved with the USA 
Swimming Foundation, Make A Splash, and Swim 
Across America which benefits those needing pancre-
atic cancer treatment. In early 2019, Nathan recovered 
from testicular cancer to return to competition. He 
took gold and silver at the 2019 World Championships 
in South Korea and quickly followed those wins by 
capturing five medals at the PanAm Games in Peru.

LORI ALLEN
Contact: Mollie Surratt
Email: Mollie@WhiteLabelStudio.com
Website: LoriAllen.com
Facebook, Twitter: @loriallensyttd
Instagram: @bridalgirl80
Atlanta, GA
Lori Allen is the star of the hit TLC reality show Say 
Yes to the Dress Atlanta which is in its 11th season 
on the network. In 2012, Lori made the courageous 
decision to share her personal battle with breast 
cancer in the TLC special Say Yes to the Cure: Lori’s 
Fight, which won the 2013 Realscreen Award for Best 
Health & Well Being Programming Lori’s true-to-life 
depiction of her struggle to beat the disease is now 
used as a cancer education tool as she continues to 
inspire women around the world. Lori’s role as a bridal 
expert, TV personality, and breast cancer survivor has 
led to features by top-tier media outlets. Lori’s book 
Say Yes to What’s Next chronicles her breast cancer 
journey and offers advice for women over 45.

RALPH AND BARBARA ALTEROWITZ
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Ralph Alterowitz is the author of The Lovin’ Ain’t 
Over: The Couple’s Guide to Better Sex After Prostate 
Disease and Intimacy with Impotence: The Couple’s 
Guide to Better Sex After Prostate Disease.  

ROBERTA ALTMAN
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Discover the surprisingly common risk factors of can-
cer, as well as which foods help fight the possibility of 
cancer. Roberta Altman also discusses why some dietary 
changes are preferable to supplements and provides 
easy-to-follow food preparation and cooking tips. 
Roberta is a breast cancer survivor and the author of 
Waking Up, Fighting Back: The Politics of Breast 
Cancer, The Cancer Dictionary, and Every Woman’s 
Handbook for Preventing Cancer: More Than 100 
Ways to Reduce Your Risk.  

GREG ANDERSON
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
The old saying “you are what you eat” has never 
been more important than when you are fighting 
cancer. Greg Anderson, a 20+ year survivor of a 
30-days-to-live lung cancer diagnosis, knows this 
to be true. Refusing to accept the hopelessness of 

his doctor’s prognosis, Anderson found and inter-
viewed over 16,000 people who were still living 
even though their doctors had told them they were 
“terminal.” Eight out of ten survivors questioned 
made self-described major shifts in dietary and nu-
tritional practices. Food is seen as part of a total 
treatment plan. Anderson focuses on the “people 
side” of cancer. He emphasizes a whole-person ap-
proach to getting well again.

JACK ANDRAKA
Contact: Sharlene Martin
MartinLiteraryManagement 
206-466-1773
Email: Sharlene@MartinLiteraryManagement.com
Website: JackAndraka.com
Crownsville, MD
Jack was 15 years old when, after losing a close fam-
ily friend to pancreatic cancer, he invented an 
inexpensive and sensitive dipstick-like sensor for the 
rapid and early detection of pancreatic, ovarian, and 
lung cancers. The innovative technology earned him 
the 2012 Gordon E. Moore Award, the top prize at the 
Intel International Science and Engineering Fair, 
which is considered the world’s largest pre-college 
science research competition. Prior to developing his 
test, the determined teenager was turned down by 199 
labs before finally being endorsed by Dr. Anirban 
Maitra at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. Jack 
speaks around the world to audiences of all ages, and 
is the author of Breakthrough: How One Teen Innova-
tor Is Changing the World. He is a student at Stanford 
University, class of 2020.

ERIN ANDREWS
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
While at the top of her cancer with no limits in sight, 
Erin Andrews was shocked when she was diagnosed 
with cervical cancer following a routine annual check-
up. Not wanting the diagnosis to interfere with the 
career she had fought so hard for, Andrews quietly 
planned doctors’ visits around her work schedule in 
order to keep her diagnosis private and kept moving 
full speed ahead during treatment, only sharing her 
story publicly after she received word she was cancer 
free. Poignantly, she shares her journey overcoming 
cervical cancer and the importance of using her voice 
to advocate for testing and support for cancer patients.

DR. JENNIFER ARNOLD
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Known for her role on TLC’s reality show, The 
Little Couple, Jen and her family opened their lives 
to television audiences even as she struggled with a 
diagnosis of cancer. Jen completed her undergraduate 
degrees at the University of Miami, her medical 
degree at Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, and 
her Master of Science in Medical Education from 
the University of Pittsburgh. She is Board Certified 
in both Pediatric and Neonatal Medicine. She has 
spoken both nationally and internationally, has 
received numerous awards, and is an active member 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Academic 
Pediatric Association, and Society for Simulation 
in Healthcare. Dr. Arnold is currently the medical 
director of the Simulation Center at Texas Children’s 
Hospital and is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics.

EMORY AUSTIN
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26

A 20+ year survivor of breast cancer, Emory speaks 
regularly to financial, insurance, and government agen-
cies. She is the host of Wellness, and You, which 
features shows promoting wellness. Topics include 
nutrition, substance abuse, eye care, sleep disorders, 
implant dentistry, pharmaceutical legislation, cancer, 
psychological fitness, dyslexia, job stress, grief coun-
seling, and plastic surgery, among others.

CHRIS AYERS
310-927-5500
Email: Chris@ChrisAyersDesign.com
Website: ChrisAyersDesign.com
Facebook: Chris Ayers & The Daily Zoo
Los Angeles, CA
Chris, an Art Director for Disney Animation (Mon-
sters at Work), was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukemia in 2005. Post treatment, he began drawing 
an animal each day as a form of therapeutic healing, 
calling it The Daily Zoo – Keeping the Doctor at Bay 
with a Drawing a Day. Five published books and over 
5,300 drawings later, the project is in its 15th year. In 
heartwarming and humorous fashion he tells the story 
of his journey and how powerful creativity can be in 
the healing process. Chris encourages audiences to cel-
ebrate the gift of each healthy day by embracing their 
passions and exploring their individual creativity. 

PAUL AZINGER
Contact: Rich Braund, TCP Sports
678-427-9029
Email: rich.braund@TCPsports.com
Twitter: PaulAzinger
Bradenton, FL
Paul Azinger is a 12-time PGA Tour winner, Major 
Champion (1993 PGA Champion) and led the victorious 
2008 U.S. Ryder Cup Team. Azinger courageously 
battled cancer in the prime of his career, returned to 
the Tour to win the Ben Hogan award and eventu-
ally the Winner’s Circle. He is the author of Zinger 
and Cracking the Code. Azinger created the Golf-
plan iPhone app. He is currently the lead golf 
analyst for NBC Sports. 

ELISE M. BABCOCK-NEEDELL
World Class Speakers & Entertainers –page 26
With over 25 years of experience in cancer care, 
Elise gives inspiring, humorous, and informative 
programs that transform the way people care about 
themselves and each other. The past president and 
founder of Cancer Counseling, Elise is the author of 
the book When Life Becomes Precious and has ap-
peared in more than 500 newspapers and magazines, 
including American Medical News, Mademoiselle, 
Managed Care News, and American Health for 
Women. Her passion and insights inspire her audi-
ences to prioritize what is important and to turn 
challenges into triumphs.

DAVID BALCH
800-366-2347, 909-337-3928
Email: Dave@ThePPP.org
Website: CopingUniversity.com
Twin Peaks, CA
Get the caregiver’s perspective. WebMD caregiving 
expert Dave Balch offers specific, usable ideas to help 
patients and partners cope and stay positive. Dave 
knows; he’s been caregiver for his wife through four 
bouts with breast cancer since 2002. Medical profes-
sionals can earn CE credit, along with a new 
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perspective on the patient experience. Dave is founder 
of CopingUniversity.com and DailyStressHacks.com, 
and author of Cancer for Two. Watch two inspiring 
videos from Dave’s presentation at YouTube.com/
CopingUniversity. You can also watch a video about 
Dave produced by The Wall Street Journal; link avail-
able upon request. 

JUSTIN BALDONI
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Actor and filmmaker-with-a-mission, Justin Baldoni’s 
recent film Clouds tells the inspiring story of teen 
Zach Sobiech’s cancer battle and his message to live 
fully every day. The movie, based on the book Fly a 
Little Higher by Laura Sobiech about her son, is an 
honest, multi-dimensional and empathetic portrayal of 
a courageous person, and those who love him, coming 
to terms with a terminal illness. Released in October 
2020 and streaming on Disney+, Clouds is the latest 
creation from Baldoni’s purpose-driven media company 
Wayfarer Entertainment, whose mission is to create 
productions that elevate and speak to the human spirit.

LAWRENCE J. BARAN, phd
708-705-4111
Email: DrLarryBaran@yahoo.com
Romeoville, IL
Larry’s paradigm shift is his survivorship. As he was 
completing his doctorate during seven hospitaliza-
tions, cancer left a disability, ending a 25-year 
teaching career with national acclaim for his work 
with the disabled. He boasts of being the first cancer 
survivor inducted into the National Teacher Hall of 
Fame. His presentations include “Me and My Shad-
ow,” “The Sounds of Survivorship,” “The Yellow 
Brick Road of Survivorship,” and “Is It a Wonderful 
Life After Cancer?” He shares the blessings of sur-
viving cancer six times in 23 years in his “Hurting 
but happy blessed life.”

DESHAUNA BARBER
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
When Deshauna Barber was crowned Miss USA in 
2016 – the first while currently serving in the United 
States military – her mother cheered her on from 
home, fighting cancer at the time of the pageant and 
unable to make the trip to watch her daughter com-
pete. Her life’s goal is to inspire and strengthen the 
people around her. Barber promoted the organiza-
tion’s platform to raise awareness for breast and 
ovarian cancer during her tenure as Miss USA. After 
the loss of her mother to lung cancer shortly after the 
competition, Deshauna’s message has been to en-
courage people to focus on loving yourself and the 
people around you.

KHEVIN BARNES
760-899-9577
Email: Khevin@KhevinBarnes.com
Website: BreastCancerSpeaker.com 
Vail, AZ
Khevin Barnes is a male breast cancer survivor, play-
wright, and speaker. He’s a regular contributor to 
CURE magazine with more than 200 essays to date. 
As an inspirational speaker he is available for cancer 
events, conventions, nursing conferences, meetings, 
and seminars – primarily for medical professionals 
and women’s groups. Khevin shares the riveting and 
revealing story of his “orphan disease,” affecting just 
one in 1,000 men, through comedy, storytelling, med-
ical news and research, and compelling commentary. 
He is the writer and composer of Sons of Saint Agatha, 
the musical exploring male breast cancer. 

THOMAS MICHAEL BAY, phd
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26

Dr. Bay is a man on a mission. His life experiences 
make him uniquely qualified to share a spirit of can-do 
and can-be with people around the world. His own 
health challenges and experience with cancer have 
only deepened his devotion to family, personal values, 
and creating a life that truly matters in this world. The 
author of Walking with the Wise for Health and Vitality 
and Change Your Attitude: Creating Success One 
Thought at a Time, Dr. Bay shares the ideas and insights 
that affect people and performance. His presentation 
looks at creative ways of dealing with the everyday 
pressures, conflicts, challenges, and changes that af-
fect your bottom line.

VANESSA BAYER
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Vanessa Bayer is best known for her seven seasons of 
legendary comedy series, Saturday Night Live, where 
she was nominated for an Emmy Award for her hilari-
ous and memorable work. Her widely received and 
revered children’s book, How Do You Care For A Very 
Sick Bear?, is about how friends should be there for 
other friends experiencing illnesses and trauma. It fol-
lows Bayer’s own experience of being diagnosed with 
leukemia when she was 15, and was inspired by her 
friends and family. She has also received The Gilda 
Award from Gilda’s Club, which benefits people liv-
ing with cancer.

KIM BECKING
573-808-6315
Email: Kim@KimBecking.com
Website: KimBecking.com
Columbia, MO
Inspiring. Engaging. Authentic. Kim Becking is a 
sought-after cancer keynote speaker who helps her 
audiences boost their resilience no matter what life 
throws at them. Seventeen years ago, at the age of 30, 
Kim was diagnosed with breast cancer in the midst 
of planning her son’s second birthday party. She 
fought it and with friends wrote an award-winning 
book, Nordie’s at Noon – the Personal Stories of Four 
Women “Too Young” for Breast Cancer. Kim has been 
featured in national media such as People, SELF, the 
New York Times, USA Today, Good Morning America, 
and Lifetime Television for her expertise on resilience 
and thriving after cancer.

KATHY BERO
608-698-4129
Email: info@JustForToday.health
Website: JustForToday.health
Facebook: @kathymydlachbero
Twitter: @KathyBero1
Instagram: @kathybero
Delafield, WI
Kathy Bero is a 15-year stage IV inflammatory breast 
cancer and 14-year head and neck cancer thriver. Her 
case is part of Harvard University’s NEER study of 
exceptional responders. Her inspiring, award-winning 
memoir E.A.T.: An unconventional decade in the life 
of a cancer patient is an international best-seller. She 
is a dynamic keynote speaker, reiki master teacher, and 
integrative health coach, changing the way we prevent 
and heal from chronic disease. Her guiding principle 
is just for today healing can be simple, attainable, and 
sustainable. Bero has been recognized as a global 
advocate for the environment and women’s leadership 
development. She co-executive produced the Emmy 
award-winning documentary Worth Fighting For.

HOLLY BERTONE, cnhp, pmp
703-835-5534
Email: Holly@PinkFortitude.com
Website: PinkFortitude.com
Alexandria, VA

Holly Bertone is an 11-year breast cancer survivor, 
blogger at PinkFortitude.com, and author of Coconut 
Head’s Cancer Survival Guide: My Journey From 
Diagnosis to “I Do,” a children’s book titled My 
Mommy Has Cancer, and several inspirational 
ebooks. Holly believes that laughter is the best medi-
cine, and she uses a humorous approach in her breast 
cancer awareness campaigns. Holly shares her poi-
gnant story of being diagnosed with cancer on her 
39th birthday and getting engaged 48 hours later, de-
tailing the raw and uncensored journey leading up to 
her wedding day, which took place only 10 days after 
her treatment ended.

JUSTIN BIRCKBICHLER
484-663-4398
Email: justin@ABallsySenseOfTumor.com
Website: ABallsySenseOfTumor.com
Facebook, Instagram: @aballsysenseoftumor
Twitter: @absotTC
Fredericksburg, VA
At age 25, Justin was diagnosed with stage II testicular 
cancer. Now in remission, he is committed to getting 
the ball rolling on raising awareness of men’s health 
and testicular cancer. Though he no longer has the 
pair he was born with, his new favorite pairing is 
humor and education. He was recognized as one of 
15 People Who Raised Cancer Awareness in 2017, 
awarded Best Advocacy/Awareness Cancer Blog in 
2017, and selected as the Hilarious Patient Leader in 
the 2018 WEGO Health Awards. Justin shares how we 
can stop dropping the ball on men’s health and how to 
use humor in awareness, even if it makes you sound 
like a nut. 

SYD BIRRELL
705-749-0869
Email: SBirrell@sympatico.ca
Website: JamesFund.com
Peterborough, ON, Canada  
Syd Birrell is the author of the book Ya Can’t Let 
Cancer Ruin Your Day, with a forward written by ac-
tor Tom Hanks. Syd and his wife, Pamela, herself a 
cancer survivor, launched the James Fund for Neuro-
blastoma Research while their young son James was 
still fighting cancer. The James Fund has become a 
major force in the global search for a cure for neuro-
blastoma, in great part due to the drive and 
commitment Syd pours into the fund. “Tragedy hap-
pens; life is about choices,” says Syd, who speaks 
passionately and from the heart, motivating people to 
fulfill their potential at work, in family, in friend-
ships, and in day-to-day living.

EDEL BLUMBERG
410-960-9962
Email: eBlumberg@semicolonclub.org
Website: SemiColonClub.org
Facebook, Twitter: @SemiColonClub
Reisterstown, MD
Edel Blumberg is a two-time colon cancer survivor, 
husband, and father of two daughters. As a child, he 
was diagnosed with colitis at 13, crohn’s disease at 14, 
and inflammatory bowel disorder at 15. For the fol-
lowing 22 years, he was ashamed of his diagnoses 
from everyone and lived in a stage of semi-denial. His 
life-long journey led to a passion to help create and 
promote outreach, awareness, and education of colon 
cancer. He knows others can learn from his experience 
and truly believes that the colon cancer slogan of ‘Pre-
ventable, Treatable, Beatable’ is true. He founded 
Semi Colon Club to help spread this awareness.

SUSAN BLUMENTHAL, md, mpa
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Rear Admiral Susan J. Blumenthal, md, mpa, (ret.) 
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provided distinguished service for more than two 
decades as a leading U.S. government health expert 
and spokesperson in the administrations of four 
U.S. Presidents. As the first ever Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Women’s Health, Dr. Blumenthal co-
chaired a Presidential initiative on breast cancer and 
established the Missiles to Mammograms initiative 
that transferred CIA, DOD, and NASA imaging 
technology to advance breast cancer detection. An 
internationally recognized medical expert and leader, 
Dr. Blumenthal offers a progress report on winning 
the war against cancer.

SHERRY BOECHER
World Class Speakers and Entertainers – page 26
Courage, leadership, and the power to overcome 
any obstacle lie within us all: this is the message 
of Sherry’s compelling programs. With a diagnosis 
of stage IV pancreatic cancer in 1995 and a life 
expectancy of eight weeks, Sherry discovered the 
inner resources she needed to battle for survival. 
Now she shares her hard-won lessons with corporate 
executives and patients alike, inspiring them to 
take charge, face the odds, and win. Sherry’s story 
combines strength, compassion, laughter, wisdom, 
and healing. Her story moves you to make decisions, 
take back your control, seek balance, and set 
passionate achievable goals.

JOHN BOOCKVAR
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
An internationally known brain surgeon, Dr. John 
Boockvar is one of the main characters on the hit 
Netflix docuseries, Lenox Hill (2020). This 8-episode 
docuseries chronicles the lives of four doctors 
while they manage the daily stresses of medicine 
with their personal lives. He has been named to 
the list of “America’s Best Doctors for Cancers”, 
his research has been widely published, and he has 
received numerous national awards including the 
Eric Lichtenstein Humanitarian Award from Voices 
Against Brain Cancer for his compassionate work in 
treating patients with brain cancer.

BARB BOSWELL
360-608-3132
Email: BBos2@juno.com
Website: BarbBoswell.com
Facebook: Barb Boswell, Author & Speaker
Woodland, WA
Barb is a popular speaker and the author of three books, 
including her latest, Every Time I Turn Around, God 
Whispers in My Ear! A diagnosis of breast cancer could 
have shaken her foundation, but she approached that 
obstacle as she does everything: by trusting that God 
would take care of her and by finding something to 
laugh about. She reaches out to encourage those going 
through similar challenges. Barb shares that God has 
not abandoned you, there is life after cancer, a positive 
attitude and sense of humor are a must in order to thrive 
rather than just survive, and God can take health con-
cerns and use them for His purposes.

JACQUELINE BRANDWYNNE
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Jacqueline has worked in the cosmetic industry for 
25+ years and founded the Brandwynne Corporation 
to develop the health and beauty products that women 
deserve: honest, real, effective, and safe. She works to 
help restore women’s beauty when they experience 
changes that adversely affect the skin, changes in the 
body that can cause temporary skin disruptions, and 
changes due to environmental exposure.  

HEIDI BRIGHT
513-444-0190
Email: Heidi@ThriverSoup.com
Website: ThriverSoup.com
Facebook, Twitter: @BrightHeidi
Cincinnati, OH

National speaker, author, and award-winning 
cancer thriver Heidi Bright shares game-changing 
strategies through her national presentation, “Creating 
Conditions for Thriving.” View her at ThriverSoup.com/
presentation. Heidi has enjoyed radical remission 
from highly aggressive end-stage cancer since 2011. 
She earned the 2017 Champion in Cancer Care award, 
the 2017 Unsung Hero honor, and the 2014 Voices 
of Women Award. Her third traditionally published 
book, Thriver Soup: A Feast for Living Consciously 
During the Cancer Journey, is physician-endorsed 
with more than 250 healing solutions.

NANCY BRINKER
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
As one of the world’s foremost cancer advocates, 
Nancy Brinker is a three-decade cancer survivor 
and catalyst of the global grassroots breast cancer 
movement. She inspires cancer patients and their 
families to win their personal war with this devastating 
disease. Nancy’s journey began with a simple promise 
to her dying sister, Susan G. Komen, that she would 
do everything possible to end the shame, pain, fear, 
and hopelessness caused by cancer. In one generation, 
the organization that bears Susan’s name has changed 
the world.

RANDALL R. BROAD
425-894-1883
Email: Randy.Broad@opalent.com
Facebook: Its An Extraordinary Life - Don’t Miss It
Kirkland, WA
Randall Broad is a professional speaker, published au-
thor, and stage III lung cancer survivor. Since his 
diagnosis over five years ago, he has presented his mes-
sage of “Living an Extraordinary Life and Not Missing 
It” to corporations, healthcare providers, medical stu-
dents, churches, and other associations internationally. 
He believes we all possess the ability to lead extraordi-
nary lives, and with this theme, he has captivated and 
inspired thousands. His message strikes a chord in all of 
us to live each and every day and to focus on the aspects 
of our lives that we are in control of and make them 
extraordinary in the process. 

JANE E. BRODY
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Jane E. Brody’s award-winning personal health 
column is published in The New York Times’ Science 
Times section every Tuesday and in many other 
newspapers around the country. She is a much-
sought-after speaker who lectures frequently to both 
lay and professional audiences on issues relating to 
health and wellness, including cancer prevention, 
coping with breast cancer, and surviving and thriving 
after cancer. 

BESSIE BROWN
410-251-0845
Email: BessieBrown63@gmail.com
Dothan, AL
Bessie Brown is a four-time breast cancer survivor 
with a zest for life. Her fourth diagnosis was 
metastatic, something that people often think is a 
death sentence, but for Bessie, she took it as a push 
to enjoy life even more. Bessie is always open to 
talking to anyone who has been diagnosed with 
cancer. Her role as an optician working with patients 
from all diversities and walks of life has led to her 
inspiring many people. She has much to offer to 
someone hearing those four awful words, “You have 
breast cancer.”

STEPHEN BROWN
267-496-7866
Email: StephenSBrown@verizon.net
Website: remissionman.com
Facebook: @remissionman 
Twitter: @stephensbrown
Instagram: @remissionmansteve

Upper Darby, PA
Steve went to Cabrini University on a soccer scholarship 
where he earned many honors. Post college, Steve 
turned to multisport racing and since then has racked up 
countless events of all distances while racing for many 
philanthropic causes. In 2006, Steve was diagnosed 
with chronic leukemia. He underwent chemotherapy 
treatments while still maintaining his fitness level, 
often running home from his treatments. He reached 
remission and has since “endured” 54 rounds of 
chemotherapy to keep his leukemia in check. Steve is 
a published author, triathlete, coach, speaker, husband, 
father, and grandfather. 

MONICA FAWZY BRYANT, Esq.
773-217-0241
Email: mb@TriageCancer.org
Website: TriageCancer.org
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @triagecancer
Chicago, IL
Monica Fawzy Bryant is a cancer rights attorney, 
speaker, and author, dedicated to improving access 
to quality information on cancer survivorship issues. 
Monica is the co-founder and Chief Operating Officer 
for Triage Cancer, a national nonprofit organization 
that provides education on the practical and legal 
issues that may impact individuals diagnosed with 
cancer and their caregivers, through events, materials, 
and resources. Monica has provided hundreds of 
educational seminars, written articles, blogs, and 
co-authored a book published by the American 
Bar Association called Cancer Rights Law: An 
Interdisciplinary Approach.

WANDA BURCH
518-922-7051
Email: RonWan@capital.net
Website: WandaBurch.com
Facebook: 
TheHomeVoicesSpeakLouderThanTheDrums
Twitter: @RonWanBurch
Fultonville, NY 
Wanda Burch is a long-term breast cancer survivor 
and author of She Who Dreams, A Journey into Healing 
through Dreamwork, The Home Voices Speak Louder 
than the Drums: Dreams and the Imagination in Civil 
War Letters and Memoirs, and Dreaming of Home, a 
booklet accompanying a music CD by the 77th New 
York Regimental Balladeers. Wanda is a staff member 
for Creative Healing Connections’ Adirondack Arts 
Retreats (CreativeHealingConnections.org). She  and 
historian Ron Burch offer “The Home Voices: Dreams 
and Music in the American Civil War,” a program of 
readings and traditional music.

MICHELLE BURLEIGH
416-276-8366
Email: Michelle_Burleigh@hotmail.com
Website: SoYouveGotCancer.ca
Facebook: @Michelle.Burleigh.7
Twitter: @Michie_Me80
Instagram: @She_Persevered_Still
Ontario, Canada
Michelle Burleigh received an abrupt interruption to 
her financial career, when she was diagnosed with a 
rare cancer; acute promyelocytic leukemia. At the 
time of diagnosis, Michelle had less than a day left to 
live and the chances of surviving the first ten days of 
treatment was grim.  After a twenty-six-month long 
battle, Michelle is now cancer free and determined to 
assist others by sharing her personal experience and 
insights. She gives impactful talks to raise awareness 
of acute blood cancers and the importance of self-ad-
vocacy, and seeks to influence a more patient-centric 
healthcare model using her more than ten years of ex-
perience in business process improvement. 

VALERIE ANNE BURNS
805-448-7706
Email: ValerieBurns@verizon.net
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Website: CautionMermaidCrossing.com
Facebook: @ValerieAnneBurnsAuthor
Instagram: @CautionMermaidCrossing
Santa Barbara, CA
Valerie Anne Burns is the author of the upcoming mem-
oir Caution: Mermaid Crossing, Voyages of a 
Motherless Daughter, a soulful home and wardrobe 
style specialist, and a breast cancer survivor who shares 
a window into her moments of visual beauty, authentic-
ity, and brevity through the most harrowing of times. 
From her experience utilizing a keen visual sense as a 
story editor in Hollywood to Santa Barbara  closets and 
homes, this candid speaker skillfully juxtaposes a com-
plicated breast cancer journey with wry humor through 
her topic – “Healing and Living through Color.” At just 
three years old, she lost her mother to breast cancer 
which has generationally impacted her life ever since. 
 
DORETHA “DEE” BURRELL 
215-913-7684
Email: D0917dmb@aol.com
Website: DeeBurrellConsulting.us
Waldorf, MD 
Doretha “Dee” Burrell is a powerhouse with a sharp wit, 
a commanding presence that captivates, and a wardrobe 
that has made her a professional fashion statement! Dee 
loves to share with her audience ways in which battling 
an aggressive breast cancer, which included five years of 
ongoing treatment can change your life. Battling breast 
cancer 14 years ago has made her a stronger, courageous, 
passionate, and tenacious lady always lending support. 
She has been featured with AARP, Roche Pharmaceuti-
cal, and Dr. Susan Love’s newsletter. Dee is a Certified 
Life Coach and author of Open up the Door and Let Me 
In and co-author of Living your Vision and Purpose. She 
is the founder of a coaching and empowerment business, 
Dee Burrell Consulting, located in Washington, DC.

SUZY CADHAM
760-898-4692
Email: suzy@SuzyCadham.com
Website: SuzyCadham.com
Los Angeles, CA
So there she was, in the midst of rehearsal with six of 
the original Dean Martin Golddiggers, getting ready 
for a sold-out tour with comedian Jonathon Winters. 
They were having a blast – their kids were grown, 
their husbands retiring, and they had reunited and were 
back on the road after 40 years, much to the delight of 
their fans. Then Suzy got the news – she had breast 
cancer, and would need a double mastectomy, chemo, 
and radiation. So she joined the club of which they 
do not want any new members. Suzy tells the story of 
her battle, of overcoming the odds, and winning with 
gratitude and humor. And about being down to one 
eyelash and still putting mascara on it!

CHEF RYAN CALLAHAN
720-388-4063
Email: CookingForChemo@gmail.com
Website: CookingForChemo.org
Instagram: @Chef_Ryan_Callahan
Wildwood, MO
Chef Ryan Callahan teaches a “Cooking for Chemo” 
class that is fun, energetic, and includes interactive 
discussion about food and flavor. He discusses how 
your taste and flavor perception can change during 
and after cancer treatment. In his class, participants 
will learn the fundamentals of flavor, origin, and 
function, as well as how to apply this new cooking 
information to combat the most common eating-
related side-effects of chemotherapy. A flavor tasting 
demonstration will teach participants the five basic 
flavors of salty, savory, spicy, sour, and sweet.

ALEJANDRA CAMPOVERDI
Email: info@AlejandraCampoverdi.com
Website: AlejandraCampoverdi.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @aCampoverdi
Alejandra Campoverdi is a nationally-recognized 

women’s health advocate and a former Obama 
White House official. An influential patient advocate 
for breast cancer and BRCA awareness, Alejandra 
recently produced and appeared in Inheritance 
– a groundbreaking PBS health documentary on 
hereditary cancer that was named one of the “Best 
Documentaries of 2020” by ELLE Magazine. 
Alejandra is the founder of the Well Woman Coalition 
and Latinx & BRCA, in partnership with Penn 
Medicine’s Basser Center. Her journey as a BRCA+ 
previvor turned breast cancer survivor has been 
profiled on the Today Show, the Washington Post, the 
Los Angeles Times, and People magazine.

THOMAS CANTLEY
470-435-5893
Email: BeBallsy@gmail.com
Website: YouAreBallsy.com
Twitter, Instagram: @MrBallsy
Woodstock, GA
Thomas Cantley, also known as Mr. Ballsy is a stage 
III testicular cancer survivor, filmmaker, writer, and 
motivational speaker. He received global attention for 
pushing a giant testicle across two countries to raise 
awareness for cancer. He co-wrote and created Big 
Ballsy Comics – a first-of-its-kind comic featuring 
cancer survivor superheros fighting villains and 
saving the world one person at a time. His first book 
launched in November, 2018. He’s appeared on The 
Doctors, Huffington Post Live, Today Show, E! News, 
and in several magazines. In his lectures, his gritty 
style, mental health tips, and advice on reducing stress 
to live well motivates his audience to “be ballsy” 
about their health.

DORIS CARDWELL
336-213-8251
Email: Cardwell.Doris@gmail.com
Website: JustDoris.com
Facebook, Twitter: @WhoJustDoris
Instagram: @IBCsurvivor, @Doris.Cardwell 
Spearfish, SD
Doris Cardwell received a diagnosis of inflammatory 
breast cancer in 2007, at the age of 38. While 
undergoing treatment, she co-founded a mentor 
program and created community events to educate, 
encourage, and empower people regarding cancer. 
Doris was the first Survivorship Community Outreach 
Liaison for her local cancer center. She is an advocate, 
educator, and encourager on issues facing cancer 
survivors. A TedX speaker, she has blogged for 
CURE, been an NCCS Elevate Ambassador, and is 
currently a CPAT member, SD State Cancer Coalition 
Steering committee member, wife, mother, and empty 
nester. She speaks in a relatable style.

JOSEPH A. CARUSO
734-692-0544
Email: Team@CarusoLeadership.com
Website: CarusoLeadership.com
Facebook: CarusoLeadership
Twitter: @JosephACaruso
Grosse Ile, MI  
When diagnosed with cancer at only 18 years of age, 
Joe was certain he was living on borrowed time. Joe 
accepted the inevitable and committed to study the 
simple, common, timeless human truths about life. 
Joe’s journey led him to become an authority on how 
the mind works, and how that understanding can ig-
nite lasting transformation in individuals and entire 
organizations. Joe is the author of The Power of Los-
ing Control, a popular keynote speaker, and strategic 
advisor to leaders looking to apply Joe’s insights to 
transform their leadership teams and organizations. 

ROGER AND KATHY CAWTHON
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Former CNN sportscaster Roger Cawthon and author 
and photographer Kathy Cawthon provide encourage-
ment and support to cancer survivors, their family 

members and friends, and the medical professionals 
who care for them by offering a series of uplifting pro-
grams.  Diagnosed with cancer within six weeks of 
each other, this husband-and-wife team celebrated 
their survival by completing the grueling Marine 
Corps Marathon.  Their frankly hilarious take on the 
world of medicine blends seamlessly with a powerful 
message that energizes and inspires audiences to 
laugh, love, and live in the moment, every moment.

SHARON CECIL, rn
502-558-8317
Email: Sharon@WeSurvive.org
Website: WeSurvive.org
Louisville, KY  
As a breast cancer survivor, registered nurse, and 
Grief Recovery specialist, Sharon is dedicated to pro-
viding innovative programming. A freelance writer, 
consultant, and speaker, Sharon serves as a represen-
tative for several local and national organizations, 
speaking on surviving cancer, health, youth issues, 
and family issues. Her motivational and inspirational 
talks and seminars encourage people to laugh and 
“lighten up.” By incorporating healthy lifestyle 
changes combining powerful mind-body connections, 
Sharon provides information and encouragement to 
participants. She helps individuals attain one of the 
greatest gifts of all – that of good health.

DIANE LANE CHAMBERS
World Class Speakers and Entertainers – page 26
As a breast cancer survivor and advocate, Diane has 
participated in a number of National Breast Cancer 
Coalition’s Advocacy Trainings in Washington D.C., 
and Lobby Days on Capitol Hill. She attended the 
Breast Cancer Symposium and graduated from the 
Breast Cancer Patient Advocate Program. Diane gives 
presentations with newly diagnosed women as part of the 
Reach to Recovery Program. She is the author of several 
books, including Hearing the Stream: A Survivor’s 
Journey Into the Sisterhood of Breast Cancer.

LENOR MADRUGA CHAPPELL
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
On the morning of her 32nd birthday, Lenor Madruga 
was a model, radio personality, wife, and mother of 
two when she discovered a hard lump in her groin and 
subsequently underwent a hemipelvectomy: removal 
of her left leg and hip. Her victorious story is an inspi-
ration to all who face physical or emotional trauma.  
Author of the books One Step at A Time and The Next 
Leg of My Journey, Lenor offers hope and inspiration 
in her motivational lecture series, covering topics such 
as cancer survival, the feeling of loss, pain, drug ad-
diction, and the ultimate victory of rediscovering life’s 
many blessings.  

DR. KRISTINE SETTING CLARK
415-516-4949
Email: KClarkAllPro@gmail.com
Stockton, CA
From diagnosis through recovery and on to a rich, 
rewarding, transformed life, Dr. Clark’s book Death 
Was Never An Option is a straightforward, honest, 
often moving and surprisingly funny look into a candid 
account of a battle with Hodgkin’s Disease (lymphatic 
cancer) and eventually, blindness. Moments of fear, 
frustration, embarrassment, love, and joy are captured 
on each page. Approaching each and every obstacle 
with optimism and humor, her story celebrates life and 
the ultimate triumph of a passionate and determined 
woman. Cancer patients and their families will readily 
enjoy a humorous look at a serious subject with a 
happy ending.  

CHRISTINE CLIFFORD, csp
The Harry Walker Agency – page 26
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 1994, Christine Clif-
ford began her own company. Today The Cancer Club 
is a worldwide producer of humourous and helpful 
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products for people with cancer. She is the author of 
eight award-winning, humourous portrayals of her sto-
ry, including Not Now…I’m Having a No Hair Day!, 
and Laugh ‘Til It Heals: Notes from the World’s Funni-
est Cancer Mailbox. Host of the Christine Clifford 
Celebrity Golf Invitational, a benefit for breast cancer 
research, Christine’s inaugural event raised over 
$100,000, making it the most successful first-year event 
in the history of the American Cancer Society. 

CATE COLLINS
905-720-3401
Email: CateCollins@PowerfulJourney.com
Website: PowerfulJourney.com
Facebook: @PowerfulJourney
Twitter, Instagram: @PowerfulCate
Columbus, ON, Canada
Cate Collins, president of Powerful Journey Consult-
ing, helps people break through the limiting beliefs 
that keep them stuck so they can lead lives of joy, suc-
cess, and passion. She’s released the CDs After Loss 
Healing Journey, Life after Loss, Is Your Underwear 
Too Tight?, and Step Off the Stress Treadmill, and the 
video Parenting through the Eyes of a Child. Cate 
hosts two transformative women’s retreats each year. 
She has a gift of getting to the heart of the matter ef-
fortlessly and providing a safe place for women to 
soul search the answers they seek. Her most recent 
book is The Powerhouse in You: How to Lead with 
Greater Resilience, Courage and Confidence. To pur-
chase or inquire about book bundle specials: 
PowerfulJourney.com/resources.

JILL COLUCCI
Contact: Kathy Stringer
404-668-9895
Email: KStringer1111@gmail.com
Website: JillColucci.com
Nashville, TN
Songwriter Jill Colucci has penned #1 hits for 
Wynonna Judd and Travis Tritt. She is also the writer 
and vocalist of the theme song for ABC’s America’s 
Funniest Home Videos. Jill has also experienced 
tremendous challenges, including her sister’s battle 
with cancer.  Her current CD, Heal My Heart, is her 
inspiring expression of triumph, dedicated to all who 
persevere through profound difficulties and loss.   
Through her empowering presentations, mixing stories 
and her original songs, Jill brings her audiences living 
proof that music heals and speaks louder than words.

CATHERINE R. CONNOR
305-283-0742 
Email: CatDOL2003@yahoo.com
Facebook: @CatherineRoachConnor
Instagram: @CatRoachCon
Miami, FL  
As a dancer and 32-year breast cancer survivor, 
Catherine choreographed “The Dance of Life” to the 
song “Hero” by Mariah Carey and has been featured in 
several media venues: radio, television, newspapers, and 
magazines. She speaks and performs throughout the U.S. 
and the Caribbean as part of her nonprofit organization 
Dance of Life, Inc., to raise funds for cancer education, 
research, and healing through the arts.  She has published 
a book and DVD entitled Psalms in the Dance of Life, 
sharing her story through a photo essay in dance. She is 
also a certified Healthy Steps/Lebed Method dance spe-
cialist and Pilates instructor. Her desire is to leave a 
lasting spiritual legacy of hope and a joyful celebration 
of life to all who are challenged by adversity.

DEBORAH J. CORNWALL
617-901-3483
Email: ThingsIWishIdKnown@gmail.com
Website: ThingsIWishIdKnown.com
Marshfield Hills, MA 
Deborah has volunteered with the American Cancer So-
ciety and its Cancer Action Network since 1994. She 
holds the St. George National Award for her contribu-

tions to the fight against cancer. A 18-year breast cancer 
survivor, Deborah is the author of Things I Wish I’d 
Known: Cancer Caregivers Speak Out, based on 101 
cancer caregiver interviews sharing lessons they 
learned the hard way. She shares their moving, inspira-
tional, and generous stories, offering lessons for anyone 
struggling through the caregiving experience. Her sec-
ond book, Things I Wish I’d Known: Cancer and Kids, 
is a guide for managing cancer’s impact on children. 

CHRISTINE SHIELDS CORRIGAN
908-672-9459
Email: cpCorrigan1@gmail.com
Website: ChristineShieldsCorrigan.com
Facebook: @Christine.S.Corrigan
Twitter: @CPCorrigan2
Instagram: @CPCorrigan
Basking Ridge, NJ
Christine Shields Corrigan, a two-time cancer survivor, 
wife, and mom, and author of Again: Surviving Cancer 
Twice with Love and Lists gives voice to the beautiful 
ordinary through her writing. Her work about family, 
illness, and resilient survivorship has appeared in vari-
ous outlets. Her essay about how her cancer experiences 
helped her cope with the COVID-19 pandemic is in-
cluded in (Her)oics: Women’s Lived Experiences 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Pact Press 2021). A 
graduate of Manhattan College and Fordham Universi-
ty School of Law, Chris offers writing workshops for 
cancer support organizations and other groups.

KELLY CORRIGAN
Contact: Brenda Kane, American Program Bureau
617-614-1607
Email: bkane@apbspeakers.com
Website: KellyCorrigan.com
Facebook: @KellyCorriganAuthor
Instagram: @KellyCorrigan
A gifted storyteller, Kelly has captured audiences as the 
author of Tell Me More, Glitter and Glue, and The Mid-
dle Place, her story of battling breast cancer while 
caring for her father who was also undergoing cancer 
treatment. Her new book, Hello World, a children’s 
book, reminds us that the journeys we take are all about 
the people we meet. Corrigan is also the host of the PBS 
and PBS News Hour series, Tell Me More with Kelly 
Corrigan, an intimate interview series where guests 
such as Jennifer Garner and James Corden reveal the 
experiences we all have in common, and how we can 
use that to make a difference. These insightful conver-
sations educate and entertain as guests reflect on their 
lives and the impact they have.

CHUCK COTÉ
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Chuck Coté is a dynamic speaker who inspires people 
to “Expect the Best” despite how difficult the challenge 
may seem. Chuck was a professional speaker when he 
was diagnosed with an advanced stage of throat cancer, 
and the outlook was grim. He became part of a clinical 
trial and underwent intensive chemotherapy and radia-
tion treatments to beat the disease. Audiences are 
encouraged and empowered by Chuck’s optimistic 
message of hope and perseverance.

DAVID CRANMER
802-985-3166
Email: DCranmer@hotmail.com
Ocala, FL
A long-term leukemia and bone marrow transplant survi-
vor, as well as a thyroid cancer survivor, David Cranmer 
is cofounder and president of the Vermont Cancer Survi-
vor Network. He serves as a patient advocate for the 
University of Vermont Cancer Center and is a recipient 
of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Chairman’s 
Award for Advocacy. David has presented at national, 
regional, and state cancer conferences, as well as at nu-
merous cancer survivorship programs. With his relaxed 
presentation style and sense of humor, David provides 
his audience with both inspiration and education.

MIKE CRAYCRAFT
513-696-9827
Email: Mike@TesticularCancerSociety.org
Website: TesticularCancerSociety.org
Facebook: @mikecraycraft
Twitter: @pharmacistmike
Instagram: @tcsociety
Cincinnati, OH
Registered pharmacist Mike Craycraft suddenly went 
from healthcare provider to patient after receiving a 
testicular cancer diagnosis. He provides heartfelt in-
sight into what it was like to remain silent about his 
diagnosis for seven months, what it took to accept his 
condition, the importance of self-advocacy, and what 
it’s like to really live after a cancer diagnosis. He 
founded the Testicular Cancer Society, is a Mentor 
Angel with Imerman Angels, a 4th Angel Mentor with 
the Cleveland Clinic, a Research and Community 
Outreach Fellow for the Male Wellness Collective, 
and a myCancerConnection volunteer for the MD An-
derson Cancer Center.

KATHRYN “KAT” CRESSIDA
Email: Kat@KatCressida.com
Website: KatCressidaSpeaks.com
Facebook: @Kat.Cressida
Twitter, Instagram: @KatCressida
Sherman Oaks, CA
Disney, Marvel, and ESPN celebrity voice actor Kat 
Cressida was told in 2012 she would not survive 
the deadly sarcoma nestled under her brain, and if 
she did, she would never speak again. Undeterred, 
this 1 in 10 million survivor underwent massive 
facial reconstruction and rehabilitation and is now 
dedicated to using her famous voice as a keynote 
speaker and patient advocate. With her recent trauma 
recovery TEDx Talk going viral, Kat is leveraging her 
incredible triumph over cancer to inspire, uplift, and 
change coverage within the healthcare system. Kat is 
an ambassador for MakeCancerLessScary.com and a 
proud member of SurvivorNet.com.

NEIL CRONE
Contact: Gerry Jordan and Associates
416-515-2028
Email: Jordan@JordanTalent.ca
Toronto, ON, Canada
Neil Crone is an actor and writer whose latest book, 
Semi-Colon: A Writer’s Cheeky Journey Through 
Colorectal Cancer, is a sometimes hilarious, some-
times deeply touching collection of emails, newspaper 
columns, and blog entries penned from his diagnosis 
on through full recovery. A veteran of Toronto’s Second 
City Mainstage Theatre, Neil’s message is one of 
hope, happiness, and joy, focusing not so much on 
saying NO to cancer but on saying a hearty YES to 
love, life, and laughter.

ERIN GEDDIS CUMMINGS
508-380-4563
Email: ErinCummings@HodgkinsInternational.org
Website: HodgkinsInternational.org
Facebook: @hodgkinsurvivors
Vineyard Haven, MA
Diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 1972, at the 
age of 15, Erin was treated with cobalt radiation and 
MOPP chemotherapy. She was cured of cancer but was 
left with serious long-term effects including infertility, 
heart and lung disease, thyroid cancer, and the very 
tough decision to remove both of her breasts. She has 
had over a dozen surgeries and jokes that she has more 
spare parts than an auto body shop. However, Erin has 
gone on to receive a graduate degree in Social Work, 
has completed seven marathons, and is a married 
mother to four adopted children. She also founded 
Hodgkin’s International, an organization that supports 
and empowers Hodgkin’s lymphoma survivors.

CONOR CUNNEEN (IRISHMANSPEAKS)
630-718-1643

http://www.ncsd.org
mailto:LeighHazelbaker%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.JillColucci.com
mailto:CatDOL2003%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:ThingsIWishIdKnown%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ThingsIWishIdKnown.com
mailto:DCranmer%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:DCranmer%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.TesticularCancerSociety.org
mailto:Jordan%40JordanTalent.ca?subject=
mailto:CateCollins@PowerfulJourney.com
mailto:cpCorrigan1@gmail.com
mailto:@Christine.S.Corrigan
mailto:bkane@apbspeakers.com
mailto:Kat@KatCressida.com
mailto:@Kat.Cressida
mailto:ErinCummings@HodgkinsInternational.org


2021 National Cancer Surivors Day® Speakers Bureau Roster  •  ncsd.org    11

Email: CC@IrishmanSpeaks.com
Website: IrishmanSpeaks.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @IrishmanSpeaks
Naperville, IL
Conor Cunneen is a Chicago-based Irishman and two-
time cancer survivor. Having had a thyroidectomy and 
a prostatectomy, Conor now has an Irish condition 
known as “There’s not much left-o-me!” Giving 
thanks everyday for the great care he received, his 
mission is to leave survivors and caregivers with 
a smile on their face, a spring in their step, and 
memorable actionable takeaways to a better and more 
fulfilling life. Elmhurst Hospital writes: “Conor was 
a pleasure to work with. I would wholeheartedly 
recommend him.” NCH writes: “You captivated the 
crowd with your clear, fun message - everyday each 
of us holds the power to determine our attitude, goals, 
and behavior.”

MARGARET I. CUOMO, md
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Dr. Margaret Cuomo is a board-certified radiologist, 
teaching professional, and a national advocate for the 
prevention of cancer. Her book A World Without Cancer: 
The Making of a New World and the Real Promise of 
Prevention presents a provocative and surprising look 
into the ways that profit, personalities, and politics 
obstruct real progress in the war on cancer. This 
groundbreaking book, based on her own firsthand expe-
rience with cancer patients, has been described as 
“urgent and powerful,” “an eye-opening look at the 
way we fight cancer,” and a “call for bold leadership to 
transform our system from treatment to prevention.” 

JUDITH C. DAMBOWIC
510-318-4618
Email: jDambowic@gmail.com
Facebook, Instagram: @CancerCafePerformance
Youtu.be/mRRLSkty3x8
Oakland, CA
Judth, a P.T. clinical specialist in chronic pain, received a 
diagnosis of Multiple Myeloma with no clear treatment 
path and a limited life expectancy at age 58. This serious, 
yet often funny show, demonstrates her transition from 
provider to patient and lessons this role reversal may 
have for others. Much of her motivation for writing and 
performing this piece comes from the way the media por-
trays cancer heroes and cancer miracles. She presents 
options other than the fighting model. In the course of the 
show, using actual conversations, Judith portrays her in-
teractions with the medical establishment in hopes that 
there can be a better understanding of the journey and 
choices faced by a person with a catastrophic diagnosis. 

TRACY DEGRAAF
Contact: Mari Sanders, A to Z Entertainment, Inc.
888-655-4575
Email: mari@AtoZentInc.com
Website: TracyDeGraaf.com
Facebook: @tracydegraafcomedian
Twitter: @tracydegraaf
Peotone, IL
Tracy DeGraaf is an author, speaker, standup 
comedian, and breast cancer survivor whose message 
is “Get Your Dumb Mammo!” Since her diagnosis in 
2015, DeGraaf has encouraged women everywhere to 
get their recommended screenings. Her one-woman 
comedy show “Cancer Happens, Laugh Anyway” has 
entertained audiences nationwide with over an hour of 
laughter followed by the true story of how a routine 
mammogram diagnosed her at stage I, saving not 
only her life, but also saving her a lot of unnecessary 
suffering. Her Chicago-area community outreach 
program is funny, educational, and motivational.

HANK DENESKI
937-832-2677
Email: wohnc@earthlink.net
Union, OH
Hank is a survivor, advocate, and motivational speaker 

who will challenge you to take control of, or be con-
trolled by, your health, medical team, and caregivers. 
A survivor of inoperable head and neck cancer, Hank 
hopes to help you understand orphan cancers, show 
you how to thrive through life’s challenges, inspire 
you to pay it back, and motivate you to be actively 
involved in your own life outcomes as well as those 
of others. Will you take the challenge? Hank is a sur-
vivor of three primary cancers: oral, head, and neck 
(OHNC); prostate; and skin. He also leads an OHNC 
support group. An accomplished athlete his entire 
life, Hank was diagnosed with polio at age eight.

CLAIRE DiCENZO
203-687-7280
Email: CDiCe920@yahoo.com
Website: PerkyBits.com, PerkyBits.wordpress.com
Twitter: @ClairePerkyBits
Cheshire, CT
Claire finds the silver lining after being diagnosed 
with stage II invasive breast cancer with zero family 
history. After the 29-year-old’s cancer treatment and 
difficult decisions regarding fertility and relationships 
with her body, she depicts true light-hearted life 
lessons learned from her cancer treatment. Claire is a 
kindergarten teacher who started the blog, Perkybits: 
A Boobie Journey, while undergoing treatment. She 
has shared her story with young women’s groups 
in her area and written a book that she hopes will 
become an inspirational resource for young women 
undergoing cancer treatment.

KATIE ORTMAN DOBLE
720-345-2353
Email: ceoDoble@gmail.com
Website: FutureHappySelf.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @futurehappyself
Denver, CO
Katie Doble is a patient adovcate, writer, motivational 
speaker, and 8-year stage IV ocular melanoma cancer 
thriver. She brings vulnerability, humor, and grace to 
the stage as she shares her stories of grief, shame, and 
fear and how, after being faced with her own mortality, 
she went from her own worst critic to her own biggest 
fan. In 2017, Doble was given the Courage Award 
from the Melanoma Research Foundation. UCHealth, 
University of Colorado Hospital said of Doble’s 
talk, “Katie came to speak to us, and we were all 
simpy floored. She’s magnetic, infectious, REAL, 
and so inspirational. Her honesty, her story, and her 
perspective helped each of us look inside ourselves in 
a way I don’t believe we otherwise would.” 

CHRIS-TIA DONALDSON
Contact: Karen Wood, Thank God It’s Natural
813-966-4897
Email: Karen@tgiNatural.com
Website: ThankGodItsNatural.com
Facebook: @ThankGodImNatural
Twitter, Instagram: @tginCEO
Chris-Tia Donaldson is the founder/CEO of Thank God 
It’s Natural, a textured hair care brand sold in stores, 
including Ulta Beauty, Target, Sally Beauty, Whole 
Foods, CVS, other national retailers and online. When 
Chris-Tia was diagnosed with breast cancer, she learned 
that having money could make the difference between 
living and dying when it came to treating this condition. 
Today, she advocates for women experiencing financial 
difficulties while undergoing treatment, to highlight 
health disparities due to race and socio-economic 
factors, and empowers young women to listen to their 
bodies through the tgin Foundation.

MACK DRYDEN
818-640-3064
Email: DrydenMack@gmail.com
Website: MackDryden.com
Kentucky
Hilarious and inspiring, this two-time cancer survivor/
comedian rocks the house and gets raves whenever he 

speaks: “Mack was absolutely wonderful! Clear, funny, 
a great message for cancer survivors!” (Blumenthal 
Center). “Our group loved him!” (Parrish Medical 
Center). “Fabulous!  Next day I got more calls raving 
about the program than I ever have!” (Torrance Memo-
rial). “Entertaining, knowledgeable, an excellent fit 
for our audience!” (Mary Babb Randolph Center). 
“Terrific speaker ... enlightening, humorous, relevant 
... and a pleasure to work with!” (Carle Clinic).  

ERIC DUNLAP 
678-250-6177 
Email: Eric@DunlapSpeaks.com 
Website: DunlapSpeaks.com 
Stone Mountain, GA
Eric Dunlap is a motivational speaker and life coach. 
His goal every time he speaks is to encourage, empower, 
and inspire. He engages the audience in a personal dia-
logue, which establishes his resonating message. 
Invitations to speak by corporations, universities, and 
organizations enable Eric to share his message of hope 
and success. A cancer survivor for 20 years, he has been 
featured on news programs, radio interviews, and sev-
eral cable programs. Eric is a notable keynote speaker 
who involves the audience in conversational yet 
thought-provoking discussions. Eric promotes mental, 
spiritual, and physical wellness.

DOUG DVORAK
847-359-6969
Email: Doug@DougDvorak.com
Website: DougDvorak.com
Facebook: Doug.Dvorak.92
Twitter: SalesCoach1064
LinkedIn: Doug-Dvorak
Chicago, IL
For the last 16 years, cancer survivor Doug Dvorak 
has been at the forefront of health, humor, and 
motivational speaking. He is an award-winning 
professional cancer survivorship speaker and author 
who is entertaining, warm, and gifted. His many 
national and international accolades bear testament 
to his high demand as a leading opening speaker and 
emcee. From large corporate groups to small intimate 
settings, his messages are personal and deeply felt. His 
own story of cancer survivorship, like each individual 
touched by cancer, is unique and has shaped his life.

RUTH EBENSTEIN
929-255-1543
Email: RuthEbenstein@gmail.com
Website: LaughThroughBreastCancer.com
Instagram: @ruthebenstein
Southfield, MI, Jerusalem, Israel
Diagnosed with breast cancer while nursing her baby, 
Ruth Ebenstein feared that she would die. Lumpectomy 
scars still healing, she joined an Israeli-Palestinian 
breast cancer support group, hoping to find something 
“good” in cancer. She found wonderful: Ibtisam Erekat, 
a Muslim Palestinian woman whom she calls kin. 
Ruth models how we can conquer the lines that divide 
us and transform darkness into positivity. Her talk is 
light on disease and politics, and heavy on hope and 
transcending the divide. Told with humor and warmth, 
Ruth inspires and entertains. Ruth has presented to 60 
groups, including the U.S. State Department.

DR. MORRY EDWARDS
269-251-3670
Email: phdpurple@aol.com
Plainwell, MI 
Dr. Morry Edwards has been involved in cancer care 
for over 40 years and has given many local and national 
presentations on the emotional aspects of cancer care. 
His topics include: “Cancer Doesn’t End When Treat-
ment Does,” “Finding Inner Peace in the War on 
Cancer,” “Where’s the Cancer Manual?,” “‘Shrinking’ 
Your Cancer Psychologically,” “All I Needed to Know 
about Wellness I Learned from Cancer Patients,” “Pro-
moting MindBody Cancer Wellness,” “Hope: A Matter 

http://www.ncsd.org
mailto:CC%40IrishmanSpeaks.com?subject=
http://www.CC@IrishmanSpeaks.com
http://www.facebook.com/IrishmanSpeaks
mailto:Wohnc%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:CDiCe920%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.PerkyBits.com
http://www.PerkyBits.wordpress.com
http://www.twitter.com/ClairePerkyBits
mailto:DrydenMack%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.MackDryden.com
mailto:TheHalfFund.org?subject=
http://www.DunlapSpeaks.com
mailto:Doug%40DougDvorak.com?subject=
http://www.DougDvorak.com
http://www.facebook.com/Doug.Dvorak.92
http://www.twitter.com/SalesCoach1064
http://www.linkedin.com/Doug-Dvorak
mailto:phdpurple%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:jDambowic@gmail.com
mailto:mari@AtoZentInc.com
mailto:ceoDoble@gmail.com
mailto:Karen@tgiNatural.com
mailto:RuthEbenstein@gmail.com


12    2021 National Cancer Surivors Day® Speakers Bureau Roster  •  ncsd.org

of Perspective,” and “Almost Instant Holistic Stress 
Management for Almost Anyone with Cancer (or Any-
one for that Matter).”

LYNN EIB
Email: CancerHope4u@gmail.com
Website: LynnEib.com
Greater Philadelphia, PA
Inspirational speaker and award-winning author Lynn 
Eib is a 30+ year survivor of metastatic colon cancer 
and for nearly two decades was a patient advocate in 
an oncology practice offering emotional and spiri-
tual support to hundreds of cancer patients and their 
families. She loves to encourage folks with messages 
of healing hope and humor. Her books include 50 
Days of Hope, When God & Cancer Meet and Peace 
in the Face of Cancer, which is especially written for 
those facing cancer for the long haul. 

LINDA ELLERBEE
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
The Harry Walker Agency – page 26
Journalist, award-winning television producer, and 
author, Linda Ellerbee describes her own journey 
through cancer, from the devastation of diagnosis, the 
loss of both breasts, walking through the dark valley 
of chemo, wrestling with the fear of death – and how 
good it feels to be on the right side of the grass 30 
years later. She talks of dealing with the medical pro-
fession, family, and friends – all of whom, even when 
well intentioned, occasionally seem misguided or ab-
surd, if not downright silly. She encourages women to 
become partners in their treatment, to stand up for 
themselves, to make a big noise, and fight back.

BRENDA ELSAGHER
952-215-4636
Email: Brenda@LivingAndLaughing.com
Website: LivingAndLaughing.com
Minnesota
Funny! Inspiring! Motivational! “Brenda Elsagher 
connects with each audience member. She speaks 
words of encouragement, all with a twist of humor 
and fun. She shared her battle with cancer, instilling 
hope and providing coping mechanisms through 
laughter,” says Rush University Medical Center. 
“Thank you, Brenda, for making our Cancer Survi-
vors Day a happy and memorable event. Your 
lighthearted approach to dealing with life on life’s 
terms is truly admirable,” says Good Samaritan Hos-
pital, NY. “Brenda Elsagher intertwines her story with 
humor. It’s a story that all survivors can relate to, 
know it is real and from the heart,” states L.C. of Mid-
dlesex Hospital, CT, Cancer Center. 

EMME
Gold Standard Sports and Entertainment – page 26
Website: EmmeStyle.com
With a career that spans more than two decades as a 
leading voice and face in the fashion industry, Emme 
is the iconic first plus size supermodel. A lymphoma 
survivor, as well as a TV personality, mom, author, 
and entrepreneur, Emme speaks on how to talk to your 
children when you are faced with a life and health cri-
sis; how to understand that beauty is not skin deep; 
and how to navigate family, friends, and “life” when 
you never thought cancer would be part of it. Emme 
also discusses her personal journey through cancer 
and the necessity of creating a network to keep things 
moving along in a positive manner. 

JOANNE L. ESTES
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Joanne’s upbeat, enthusiastic style is contagious. 
Drawing upon years of experience in corporate man-
agement and sales, she speaks from a platform of 
demonstrated accomplishment on leadership and peo-
ple development. Her spirited message embraces 
positive attitudes, self-belief, and visionary thinking. 
She is the author of Amazing Women, Amazing 

Victors: Breast Cancer and Discovering Your Attitude 
ADAPTability.

GARRET D. EVANS, psyd
352-331-0021
Email: GarEvans66@yahoo.com
Website: HaileMarketTherapy.com
Gainesville, FL  
Dr. Garret Evans is a leader in the field of psycholo-
gy on the resilient recovery from tragedy. He is an 
award-winning practitioner, researcher, and educa-
tor. He co-founded the nation’s first solely-dedicated 
Disaster Mental Health Team and has traveled the 
country helping communities respond to trauma. 
While building this “high-powered” career, Garret 
faced the tragedy of watching his son, Will, fight and 
lose a battle with leukemia. As a child/family psy-
chologist, Garret now helps individuals and families 
recover from cancer and loss. His irreverently funny, 
down-to-earth style offers living proof of life after 
cancer or loss. 

RICHARD FABOZZI
865-399-7185
Email: JarFabozzi@aol.com
Website: RichardFabozzi.com
Facebook: Richard.Fabozzi
Canton, GA
Inspirational speaker, entertainer, joymesiter, and 
award-winning author, Richard Fabozzi is an 
eight year head and neck cancer survivor. Richard 
immediately engages his audiences, resonates with 
them, and makes them the “stars.” He accomplishes 
this by combining the transformational dynamics 
of joy, fun, music, interaction, humor, and wisdom. 
Richard has presented over 3,500 speaking, wellness, 
and singing programs. “Sharing your own personal 
story of cancer treatment and recovery was especially 
meaningful to our audience.” – Debra J Sullivan, 
PhD, Program Director, and Beth A Hamil, Executive 
Director of Cancer Support Community of East TN. 

JIM FANNIN
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 27
Cancer survivor and life coach Jim Fannin is called 
the “World’s #1 Coach of Champions.” He provides 
concrete, proven, 90-second tools and techniques to 
slow down the aging process, recover more swiftly 
from injury or disease, and provide a blueprint for 
a quality life of simplicity, balance, and overall 
great wellness. His keynote has been presented to 
healthcare executives, hospital administrators, nurses, 
cancer patients, caregivers, and audiences seeking the 
secrets to a simple, balanced, and healthy lifestyle.

BRENDA FEIGEN
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Feminist activist, attorney, constitutional scholar, 
film producer, former William Morris motion picture 
agent, and breast cancer survivor, Brenda Feigen has 
much to say on law, health, and women in America. 
Former Chair of the Board of The National Breast 
Cancer Education and Legal Center, Ms. Feigen 
has had the privilege of working closely with two 
of today’s female icons: Gloria Steinem and Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. She founded the National Women’s 
Political Caucus and Ms. magazine with Gloria and 
directed the Women’s Rights Project of the ACLU 
with the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

BRUCE FEILER
Contact: Elda Monterroso
Email: Contact@BruceFeiler.com
Website: BruceFeiler.com
Facebook: BruceFeilerAuthor
Twitter: @BruceFeiler
Brooklyn, NY
Bruce Feiler is the author of six books, including 
Council of Dads, which is the basis of the NBC 
primetime drama of the same name about a young 

father who gets cancer and asks a group of men to 
be father figures for his children. Featured on Good 
Morning America and the Today show, NPR, CNN, 
and Fox News, as well as People, Time, and the USA 
Today, Council of Dads was also the subject of a TED 
Talk viewed more than one million times and a CNN 
documentary hosted by Dr. Sanjay Gupta. A charming 
and funny storyteller, Bruce is a beloved motivational 
speaker around the world.

NATALIE FERGUSON, msa, bsn, rn
718-270-2931
Email: Natalie.Ferguson@downstate.edu
Brooklyn, NY
Natalie Ferguson, MSA, RN, is a TH Assistant 
Director of Nursing at SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center and has worked as an endoscopy charge nurse 
as well as in the operating room and post anesthesia 
care unit recovery room. She is currently a director in 
the Cancer Care Clinics and is also in charge of the 
cancer outreach, education, and treatment with special 
emphasis to patients in the lower socio-economic 
neighborhoods and minority populations. Natalie is in 
charge of the cancer support group at SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center and has presented training workshops 
on effective communication among medical personnel 
as it relates to cancer treatment and diagnosis.   

BETTY R. FERRELL, phd, faan
626-256-4673, ext. 62825
Email: BFerrell@coh.org
Duarte, CA
Dr. Betty Ferrell has been in oncology nursing for 
over 35 years and has focused her clinical expertise 
and research on issues related to quality of life in on-
cology.  Dr. Ferrell is a research scientist at the City 
of Hope National Medical Center. She has over 400 
publications in peer-reviewed journals and texts. Her 
research has addressed quality of life in cancer survi-
vorship, including aspects of physical, psychological, 
social, and spiritual well-being. She has authored 12 
books, including Cancer Pain Management, Suffer-
ing, Pain in the Elderly, Textbook of Palliative 
Nursing Care, and The Nature of Suffering and the 
Goals of Nursing.  

CINDY FINCH, lcsw
507-319-9348
Email: CinFinch@gmail.com 
info@CindyFinch.com
Website: CindyFinch.com
Irvine, CA
Cindy Finch is a cancer survivor, clinical therapist, 
and professor. Engaging and personable as a motiva-
tional speaker, she will have your audience laughing, 
crying, and celebrating. She knows firsthand the many 
challenges faced by those moving along the difficult 
path of a life-threatening illness. But as a national 
speaker and audience favorite, this published author 
(Los Angeles Times, Huffington Post, CURE) knows 
how to bring inspiration and direction to her listeners. 
In nearly all of her speeches you can hear her cheering 
on her audience saying, “Celebrate your scars because 
you have fought the bear and you won!” Audiences 
will be inspired by her humorous storytelling mixed in 
with practical tips and a message of hope.

AMELIA FRAHM
919-924-2058 
Email: Amelia@NutcrackerPublishing.com
NutPubCo@aol.com 
Website: NutcrackerPublishing.com 
Rockwood, TN
Amelia Frahm helped pioneer cancer resources for 
children. When mainstream publishers rejected her 
children’s book on cancer, she established Nutcracker 
Publishing Company. She originated Crack Open a 
Book!, which offers school programs on  cancer and 
nuclear power. She’s known for putting difficult topics  
into a format children understand. In 2013, she re-
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ceived the Komen Triangle’s Maureen Thomas Jordan 
Spirit of Survivorship Award. She is a contributor to 
the book How We Became Breast Cancer Thrivers and 
author of the children’s books Tickles Tabitha’s Cancer-
tankerous Mommy and Nuclear Power: How a 
Nuclear Power Plant Really Works! 

KRISTI FUNK, md
424-300-8752
Email: Media@PinkLotus.com
Website: PinkLotus.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @DrKristiFunk
Beverly Hills, CA
Dr. Kristi Funk is a board-certified breast cancer surgeon 
and physician, author, keynote speaker, and women’s 
health advocate. Dr. Funk excels as an expert in mini-
mally invasive diagnostic and treatment methods of 
breast disease at Pink Lotus Breast Center. She has 
helped thousands of women navigate breast issues, in-
cluding celebrities like Angeline Jolie and Sheryl Crow. 
Dr. Funk hosts the Cancer-Kicking! PowWow podcast, 
the Cancer-Kicking! Kitchen, and authors breast cancer 
101 blogs. Her research into nutritional science sparked 
a passion to complement her medical practice with the 
life-empowering Cancer-Kicking! Summit which 
teaches individuals how to maximally reduce their 
chances of facing cancer and other major diseases.

CHUCK GALLAGHER
828-244-1400
Email: Chuck@ChuckGallagher.com
Website: ChuckGallagher.com
Greenville, SC 
Two-time prostate cancer survivor Chuck Gallagher is 
an international speaker and author whose programs 
have been described as creative, insightful, and capti-
vating. Appealing to a variety of audiences, Chuck 
captures attention by talking about his own journey 
from a human perspective and then combining it with a 
practical application. His presentations are sometimes 
humorous, often thought provoking, always impactful, 
but never “textbook.” He intends for his program “Sur-
viving Isn’t for Sissies” to uplift, encourage, and bring 
some laughter to the challenges associated with the 
human side of dealing with cancer.

ERIC ANTHONY GALVEZ
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Eric Galvez is a young physical therapist who became 
someone he was trained to help – a brain tumor survi-
vor. He has a very unique perspective on the rehab 
process to share with survivors, healthcare students, 
and healthcare professionals. Eric’s experience on 
both sides of the patient-medical professional rela-
tionship offers a witty, educational, and personal 
perspective on a very intimidating situation. He has 
lectured at many universities and hospitals across the 
country about the unique issues faced by young brain 
tumor survivors. 

IZZY GESELL, msed, csp (Certified Speaking 
Professional)
413-586-2634
Email: Izzy@IzzyG.com
Website: IzzyG.com
Northampton, MA
Prostate cancer survivor Izzy Gesell is a keynote 
speaker, facilitator, author, and presentation coach. His 
humorously serious yet seriously humorous programs 
are entertaining, informative, and practical. Not only 
does he make audiences laugh, he helps them under-
stand how to use their sense of humor and improv 
theater skills to strengthen mind, body, heart, and soul. 
Izzy is the author of Playing Along: Group Learning 
Activities Borrowed From Improvisation Theater and 
co-author of Cancer and the Healing Power of Play.

LOLA D. GILLEBAARD
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Lola Gillebaard helps people recognize the power of 

humor, applying it to live a healthier, happier, more 
productive life. Individuals learn to strengthen their re-
lationships while lightening up the workplace. Lola 
leaves attendees with techniques that are applicable on 
the job and in their personal lives. Lola is fun and funny, 
a humorist and cancer survivor who believes that creat-
ing sparkle enhances life. She is the recipient of the 
Reader’s Digest Writers Award. Lola has witnessed the 
magic of laughter’s healing through her own cancer 
battle. Her presentations are informative, entertaining, 
and tailored to your needs.

WENDY GLADNEY
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Diversity is the fact or quality of being diverse: differ-
ence. Understanding each other’s differences means 
respecting each other’s individuality while enjoying a 
variety in the workplace. Ethnicity is just one component 
that makes up diversity. We must not stereotype others 
based on one individual. Inclusion and tolerance of all 
employees and individuals is important for the success of 
any company. Diagnosed with cancer, Wendy Gladney 
speaks on topics such as “Healing Without Hate: How to 
Forgive to Live,” “Overcoming Diversity,” and “Turning 
Stumbling Blocks into Stepping Stones.”

ERIC GNEZDA, mfa
614-581-4444
Email: EricGnezda@gmail.com
Website: Gnezda.com
Worthington, OH
Award-winning singer-songwriter Eric Gnezda hosts the 
national TV series, Songs at the Center, which airs on 
more than 300 PBS stations, bringing inspirational 
stories and music to audiences across the country. Eric 
weaves music, stories, and humor into presentations that 
entertain and inspire. His anthem, Blossoms of Hope, is 
a favorite among cancer survivors, caregivers, and 
health professionals. Eric has addressed the American 
Cancer Society, Oncology Nursing Society, and the 
World Gathering on Bereavement, among others. He 
has also written for numerous publications, including 
Today’s Caregiver and USA Today. 

DR. JOEL GOODMAN
The HUMOR Project Inc. – page 26
Dr. Goodman, founder of The HUMOR Project, has 
presented in all 50 states and on all seven continents.  
Joel has authored 10 books, including Laffirmations: 
1,001 Ways to Add Humor to Your Life and Work and 
edits the free Laughing Matters monthly e-zine. He 
started AHA! (American Humor Association): 165,000 
people who believe in the positive power of humor. Re-
cipient of the International Lifetime of Laughter Award, 
Joel’s pioneering work has been featured in 7,000 TV 
and radio shows, newspapers, and magazines in 175 
countries. He is renowned for his learning-chocked, 
laughter-charged, life-changing programs.

BILL GOSS 
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Bill Goss reminds your audience how lucky they really 
are, encouraging them to look for the good in a bad 
situation. He has experienced several “close calls,” 
including a mining accident, a tremendous car crash, 
and being diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. 
Through his adversities, he has remained positive, and 
he considers himself lucky and blessed. Cancer-free 
for 15 years, Bill teaches people how to be optimistic 
with his three helpful tips: 1) don’t confuse a tragedy 
with an adversity, 2) don’t let fear and anger get the 
best of you, and 3) the “5 F’s of Fulfillment” – family, 
friends, faith, focus, and fun. 

EVA GRAYZEL 
610-258-3763 
Email: Eva@EvaGrayzel.com 
Website: EvaGrayzel.com, SixStepScreening.org  
Jacksonville Beach, FL 
Eva gives survivorship a voice, validates feelings and 

articulates wisdom for moving forward. A story of 
survival, turning what could have been a tragic end, 
into a powerful new beginning. Audiences explore the 
intersection of hope, healing and giving back, while 
experiencing compelling tales of facing death and liv-
ing on to change the lives of countless others. Silence 
was not an option. Committed to raising awareness, 
Six-Step Screening was born as her obligation to be a 
part of the revolution, awakening healthcare providers 
to the urgency of detecting oral cancer in the early 
stages and educating the general public. 

SCOTT GREENBERG
818-785-5202
Email: scott@ScottGreenberg.com
Website: ScottGreenberg.com
Facebook: @MotivationalSpeakerScottGreenberg 
Twitter: @greenbergscott
Instagram: @scottegreenberg
Van Nuys, CA
Scott Greenberg helps people boost their personal 
performance by focusing on the human factors they 
bring to their endeavors. In 1992, Scott was a film 
student at New York University when diagnosed with 
cancer. Inspired by his grandmother, a Schindler’s list 
holocaust survivor, Scott beat the disease and went 
on to run the Los Angeles Marathon. Today Scott is 
a professional speaker, offering humorous, inspiring, 
content-rich messages that help people operate at a 
higher level. He’s given thousands of presentations 
in all 50 states and throughout the world to clients 
that include Nike, Allstate, McDonald’s, the U.S. Air 
Force, and countless others.

LAURA HOLMES HADDAD
415-272-4810, 508-687-9224
Email: laura@LauraHolmesHaddad.com
Website: LauraHolmesHaddad.com
Twitter: @HolmesHaddad
West Tisbury, MA
After being diagnosed with stage IV inflammatory 
breast cancer at age 37, Laura writes and speaks about 
the young adult cancer experience to a wide range of 
audiences. The author of This is Cancer: Everything 
You Need to Know, from the Waiting Room to the 
Bedroom, Laura writes frankly about what it’s like 
to fight for your life and shares practical tips and 
resources for getting through a cancer diagnosis. She 
brings her insight, passion, and humor to topics such 
as clinical trials, cancer patient support programs, 
and financial side effects. Her advocacy work focuses 
on reimagining the cancer patient clinical trial 
experience.

MARTINA HAHN
231-675-7071
Email: martina@m-art-ina.com
Website: m-art-ina.com
Walloon Lake, MI
As a teacher, visual and performing artist, domestic 
abuse and cancer survivor, Martina delivers powerful 
inspiration through speaking and speed painting 
that highlight insights and experiences throughout 
and after her battle with ovarian cancer. Having 
discovered the powerful healing effect of art on a 
personal level, she now works with others in private 
and group settings to help in their healing processes 
through painting. Teaching a new skill – mindfulness 
and “Living a Life on Purpose” – others with PTSD 
or mental illnesses are then able to focus on healing 
without the contant distractions to busy minds. 

JANELLE HAIL, csl
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Janelle Hail is a breast cancer survivor of 30+ year who 
relates to women with compassion, understanding, and 
inspiration as she conducts public educational programs 
across the nation. Janelle speaks to corporations, associa-
tions, organizations, women’s groups, and homeless 
shelters, educating women about breast cancer.
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ANDREW HALEY
437-925-2001
Email: Andrew_Haley@hotmail.com
Website: AndrewHaley.ca
Toronto, ON, Canada
As a child, Andrew had cancer twice and was given a 
35 percent chance to survive. Even though he lost part 
of his right leg, Andrew never let that define him. He is 
a living reminder that no matter what negative events 
may happen in your life, you can always try to turn 
them into something positive. Featured in the film A Day 
Without Cancer (www.adaywithoutcancer.ca), Andrew 
is a former world-class, world record–setting Para-
lympic swimmer, having won gold medals at the 1998 
and 2002 World Championships and the 2000 Para-
lympic Games. He is also a successful businessman 
who continues to work with the best and brightest in 
the performance excellence field.

HEATHER HALL
248-561-4026
Email: heather@heathershangout.com
Website: HeathersHangout.com
Twitter: @HeatherHall3
Instagram: HeathersHangout
Sterling Heights, MI
Heather is a bone cancer, melanoma and breast cancer 
survivor. First diagnosed at 21, she faces life with 
optimism and determination to help others. As a keynote 
speaker, workshop presenter and blogger, Heather 
writes about and presents on many topics, including 
how to share your cancer story with impact, becoming 
an advocate, thriving beyond cancer, community 
engagement, and more. Heather uses her background in 
communications, nonprofit, advocacy, and healthcare to 
help individuals and organizations. Her blog focuses on 
motivation, an active lifestyle, cancer tips and resources, 
and living life to the fullest. 

SCOTT HAMILTON
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc – page 26
One of the most popular figure skating stars in 
the world today, Scott Hamilton is an Olympic 
Gold Medalist, motivational speaker, television 
broadcaster, author, humanitarian, cancer survivor, 
and eternal optimist. His motto is “The only disability 
in life is a bad attitude.” As a keynote speaker, Scott 
exudes enthusiasm and inspiration. As a role model, 
he contradicts the saying that “good guys finish last.” 
But, more importantly, as a champion and survivor, he 
is a constant reminder that with faith, fortitude, and 
determination, anything is possible.

WENDY S. HARPHAM, md, facp
972-702-0341
Email: WHarpham@gmail.com
Website: WendyHarpham.com
Dallas, TX  
Wendy S. Harpham, MD, is a 30-year survivor, re-
nowned leader in survivorship, and award-winning 
author of books and articles, including “View from the 
Other Side of the Stethoscope” (Oncology Times). She 
enjoys virtual keynoting. Since the release of Healing 
Hope and the free e-book Findng Hope That Heals, 
Dr. Harpham’s most requested keynotes have focused 
on how to find hope that helps you live your best life. 
Her personal story of survival against the odds illus-
trates how healing hope can help all patients become 
“Healthy Survivors” – namely, patients who get good 
care and live as fully as possible every day.

SAMANTHA HARRIS
Contact: Brenda Kane, 
American Program Bureau
617-614-1607
Email: bkane@apbspeakers.com
Website: Samantha-Harris.com
Facebook, Instagram: SamanthaHarrisTV 
Twitter: @SamanthaHarris
California

Samantha Harris is a seasoned entertainment journalist 
and Emmy-winning TV host, health and fitness expert, 
and certified personal trainer who is best known as 
one of the hosts of Entertainment Tonight and for her 
8-season run as co-host of Dancing With the Stars. In 
2014, Samantha was diagnosed with stage II invasive 
breast cancer. Three surgeries later, she is cancer-
free. Her diagnosis led her and her husband to create 
GottaMakeLemonade.com. As a speaker, she inspires 
audiences by encouraging them to be their own best 
health advocate, and to never take “no” for an answer. 
Samantha is the author of Your Healthiest Healthy: 8 
Easy Ways to Take Control; Help Prevent and Fight 
Cancer; and Live a Longer, Cleaner, Happier Life.

DONNA HARTLEY
Contact: Brenda Kane, American Program Bureau
617-614-1607
Email: bkane@apbspeakers.com
Website: DonnaHartley.com
Facebook: @Fireupwithdonnahartley
Twitter: @donnahartleyint
Linkedin: @donnahartley1
California
“Fire Up Your Healing!” is a unique presentation that 
inspires audiences worldwide to be survivors. Donna 
Hartley survived a DC-10 plane crash, stage III mela-
noma, and open-heart surgery, coincidentally each 
occurring on a March 1. She knew there must be a 
lesson to be learned. She shares her “Perfect Plan,” a 
10-step program on how to survive and thrive during 
a health crisis. Laugh, cry, and be motivated to change 
because you are worth it. Her story has been featured 
on ABC, PBS, CBS, and in The New York Times. She 
is the author of the books Fire Up Your Life!, Fire Up 
Your Intuition!, and Fire Up Your Healing! 

KATIE HAUN
317-502-5807
Email: Haun@iquest.net
Website: KatieHaun.com
Zionsville, IN  
In 1997, Katie Haun was diagnosed with an aggressive 
form of breast cancer. After surgery, chemotherapy, a 
stem cell transplant, radiation, and five years on tamoxi-
fen, she shares a powerful story of life, hope, faith, and 
wellness. She will share her extensive knowledge about 
a holistic approach to cancer treatment that complements 
conventional medicine and will lead you to experience 
optimum health and well-being during your journey. 
Katie’s story of faith and hope will inspire, uplift, and 
arm you with the tools you need to live joyously.

TOM HAYES
AEISpeakers Bureau – page 26
Tom Hayes is a master storyteller and life motivator. 
With great resilience and undying determination 
forged out of the experience of losing a leg to cancer 
during childhood, Tom has a compelling history to 
share with his audiences. A world traveler, extreme 
sports enthusiast, entrepreneur, and proud father of 
two successful daughters, Tom epitomizes a “can-do” 
approach to life’s challenges. For over 20 years, Tom 
has maintained a second career as a first-rate standup 
comedian, humorist, and speaker. He combines his 
offbeat sense of humor with practical advice for win-
ning the game of life.

TERRY HEALEY
510-693-5340
Email: Terry@TerryHealey.com
Website: TerryHealey.com
Facebook, Twitter: terryhealeyus
Bend, OR 
The author of At Face Value, Terry speaks about his 
triumph over a facially disfiguring cancer. Terry’s pow-
erful story about transformation and appreciation for 
life inspires myriad corporate, healthcare, educational, 
and non-profit audiences to face their own challenges, 
take control of their lives, and learn how to build trust-

ing teams.  Terry has spoken on numerous occasions to 
the American Cancer Society, Cancer Support Commu-
nity, the Cancer League, the Sarcoma Alliance, and 
many other cancer-related non-profits. He has been 
published in Guideposts, CURE, and Psychology 
Today and has appeared on dozens of TV networks.

ED HEARN
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
A “Hall of Famer in the Game of Life,” Ed Hearn ful-
filled his dream of playing in the major leagues and 
winning a World Series, with the New York Mets. 
Later, with the Kansas City Royals, a serious shoulder 
injury brought a premature end to his career. Less than 
six months after his baseball career ended, Ed was di-
agnosed with three potentially life-threatening health 
conditions. Today, after three life-saving kidney trans-
plants, years of dialysis, and a successful recovery 
from cancer, he has come back to live a life that is 
truly inspirational. An author and speaker, he uplifts 
and inspires his audiences with a renewed spirit of 
hope and motivation to pursue victory in all areas of 
life, no matter the challenge or adversity.

DONNA HECKLER
314-750-5527
Email: DonnaAHeckler@gmail.com
Website: DonnaAHeckler.com
Facebook: @DonnaAHeckler
Twitter: @Donna_Heckler 
Naples, FL
Author of the inspired book Living Like a Lady When 
You Have Cancer, Donna Heckler is a business execu-
tive who was diagnosed with stage III cancer while 
interviewing for a Fortune 100 global executive posi-
tion. She took the job, battled cancer, and tried to stay 
radiant throughout the entire journey. Donna may 
have you crying and laughing at the same time as she 
shares tips on taking back control over your life after 
a cancer diagnosis. A motivating and engaging speaker, 
she will always leave you inspired to live your best 
life and to be radiant from the inside out, regardless of 
where you are on your cancer journey.

RUTH E. HEIDRICH, phd
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Ruth Heidrich has a phd in health management. She is 
a certified fitness trainer and holds three world records 
for fitness for her age group. She still actively com-
petes in marathons and triathlons, having won more 
than 900 trophies and medals since her diagnosis of 
breast cancer in 1982 at age 47. With Terry Shintani, 
md, she co-hosts the radio show Nutrition & You. She 
is a founding member and past president of the Vege-
tarian Society and past president of the Mid-Pacific 
Road Runners Club. She has won eight gold medals in 
the Senior Olympics and is the author of the book A 
Race For Life.

RANDOLPH HENNIGER
916-500-2111
Email: Randy.Henniger@gmail.com
Folsom, CA  
Randolph Henniger is a 35-year colon cancer survivor 
and double ostomate providing information and sup-
port to cancer survivor and ostomate communities. 
Randy connects with thousands of newly diagnosed 
colon cancer patients and ostomates. He advocates for 
screening and early detection and living a full and ac-
tive life as a cancer survivor and ostomate. Randy and 
his wife, Patricia, have written several books about 
their family’s journey, including Beating Cancer and 
Surviving the Cure, Give Cancer the Finger, and 
Fight for Me.

JANE HILL, bs, cll (Certified Laughter Leader)
714-546-2339, 714-342-2155 (cell)
Email: JaneHill@pacbell.net
Website: KeepLaughingToKeepHealthy.com
Santa Ana, CA  
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Comedian and breast cancer survivor Jane Hill shares 
her unique dimension to humor, compassion, and in-
sight in powerful and uplifting presentations, such as 
“Love, Laughter and Healing,” part of her Keep 
Laughing to Keep Healthy series. Since 1991, she’s 
inspired, entertained, and educated thousands nation-
wide, sharing the physical and psychological benefits 
of laughter, the role it played in her healing process, 
and how to find humor in daily life. Featured in Chicken 
Soup for the Surviving Soul and television programs 
on humor and healing, Jane motivates others to see the 
lighter side of things and experience laughter and the 
healing power of humor.

ALAN HOBSON
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
World adventurer Alan Hobson reached the top of Mt. 
Everest, only to find himself at the bottom three years 
later when he was diagnosed with acute leukemia and 
given less than a year to live. At diagnosis, 90 percent 
of the cells in his bone marrow were cancerous. Alan 
defied the skeptics and made a 100 percent recovery. 
Today, he is one of less than a few dozen people ever 
to regain an elite level of fitness after an adult blood 
stem cell transplant for leukemia – a tiny fraction of 
the number of people who have climbed Mt. Everest. 
He is living proof that no mountain, no matter what 
kind, is insurmountable.

DR. SUSAN HOROWITZ
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Susan Horowitz, “Dr. Sue,” is an “Edu-Tainer,” edu-
cator plus entertainer, who offers programs that 
combine inspiration, keen insights, comedy, and origi-
nal songs. Her programs include “Laugh Yourself 
Well” (humor, stress, and health), “It’s a Gas” (a lec-
ture/concert of songs from her one-woman musical 
about healing your spirit and body, based on her re-
covery from a medical crisis), and “Success Secrets of 
Superstar Comedians” (based on her book Queens of 
Comedy, in which she interviewed famous perform-
ers). Dr. Sue’s brand of uplifting entertainment and 
positive message are perfect for survivors who are 
looking for inspirational fun. 

JOY HUBER
402-560-1861
Email: jHuber01@hotmail.com
Instagram: @FacingCancerWithJoy
Milford, NE
Joy Huber is a stage IV young adult cancer survivor 
and the author of Cancer with JOY. While enduring 
three years of chemotherapy and the complete loss of 
her shoulder-length hair, Joy discovered that “No 
one is happy they have cancer. But You CAN have 
cancer and still be happy.” Joy is an award-winning 
international presenter who has delivered speeches 
to cancer groups sharing her positive and inspiring 
message. Joy has written blogs for The Huffington 
Post and articles for Coping with Cancer magazine 
among others.

LAUREN HUDSON
248-770-1191
Email: Lauren@LaurenHudson.com
Website: LaurenHudson.com
Facebook: The Happiness Network
Twitter: @HappyPrincess 
Instagram: @LaurenHudsonHappy
Atlanta, GA; Detroit, MI; Chicago, IL
As “The International Princess of Happiness” and 
two-time cancer survivor (colorectal and breast), Lau-
ren Hudson is a true inspiration. The Emmy 
award-winning TV Reporter and author of A Whole 
New Happy shares empowering strategies for facing 
life’s challenges and creating happiness no matter 
what. Her humor and heartfelt stories, along with her 
enthusiasm and authenticity instantly connect with 
people from all walks of life. When Lauren speaks, 
audiences listen, laugh, and learn.

TOM HULSEY
972-768-0766
Email: Tom@TomHulsey.com
Website: TomHulsey.com
Facebook: @TheWinningMindsetThatSavedMyLife
Twitter: @tomhulsey
Instagram: @tom.hulsey
Dallas, TX
In 2015, on his birthday, Tom was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. Having lost his best friend to prostate 
cancer the year before, he was ready to give up. The 
first step in his battle was to hold on to his winning 
mindset. After his surgery, he set goals including the 
IRONMAN World Championship and walking his 
daughter down the aisle. Tom has now turned his 
focus to cancer education and advocacy and helping 
others dealing with life challenging obstacles. He 
is a Board member of ZERO Cancer, peer reviewer 
and mentor for the DoD’s Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Programs and board member at the 
N. TX Prostate Cancer Coalition. Tom authored THE 
WINNING MINDSET THAT SAVED MY LIFE; 100% 
of the net proceeds benefit cancer research.

STACY HURT, mha, mba
Email: stacy@stacyhurt.net
Website: StacyHurt.net
Facebook: stacyhurt17  
Twitter, Instagram: @stacy_hurt 
Pittsburgh, PA
Nothing could have prepared Stacy for her younger 
son being diagnosed with a chromosomal abnormality 
so rare that he is one of three known cases in the 
world. Just when she had things under control with her 
intellectually and developmentally disabled son, she 
was hit with a stage IV colorectal cancer diagnosis. 
After 55 chemotherapies, two surgeries, and radiation, 
Stacy is cancer free and consults on improving the 
patient experience. Her story was featured on Today, 
ABC World News Tonight, People, Forbes, Fox News, 
Huffington Post, and Inside Edition. Stacy has been 
selected as a HIMSS Digital Influencer. Her energetic, 
positive message about resilience will bring hope and 
make you believe that anything is possible.

SHARON HYSON, atr
312-636-7944
Email: SharonHyson@gmail.com
Chicago, IL 
Sharon brings her experience as an art therapist and art 
educator to her experiential art workshops, where par-
ticipants create dream containers, collaged journals, 
mixed-media gardens, and more. She uses the visual 
arts and nature as tools for expression, personal growth, 
and well-being. No art experience is necessary to at-
tend, only a willingness to relax and enjoy. Sharon 
works in hospitals, shelters, camps, and colleges, de-
signing and facilitating art and art therapy workshops 
and programs. She is the Art Coordinator for NCR’s 
Creative Aging and Intergenerational Art Program and 
the Art Exhibit Director for the State of Illinois’ Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act Anniversary Celebration. 

MARGIE INGRAM
The HUMOR Project Inc. – page 26
Margie Ingram has been coordinator of 25 interna-
tional conferences sponsored by the HUMOR Project 
on “Survive and Thrive: The Positive Power of Humor, 
Hope and Healing” and is a life coach helping clients 
coast-to-coast take on life’s challenges by optimizing 
optimism. Margie shares specific resiliency skills to 
deal with life stresses: developing comic vision, creat-
ing intentional balance in our lives, reframing negative 
situations, healthy aging with humor, and practicing 
the art of laughing at ourselves. For over 40 years, 
Margie has been known as a warm, caring, and engag-
ing speaker who connects directly with her audiences.

MATT ISEMAN
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26

Renowned as the host of the four-time Emmy-nomi-
nated American Ninja Warrior and as the winning 
contestant of the newest Celebrity Apprentice, doctor 
turned comedian, Matt Iseman had life with a chron-
ic disease, rheumatoid arthritis, under control. Then, 
his health issues had a sequel...cancer. Matt tells the 
emotional story of dealing with the “Big C”, never 
losing his sense of humor while being reminded that 
the advice his dad gave him when he left medicine 
was absolutely true: “Life IS short, so do what makes 
you happy.” His battle with renal cell carcinoma has 
made him a spokesperson for the American Cancer 
Society.

HOLLYE JACOBS
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Hollye Jacobs is a sought-after speaker, nurse, social 
worker, child development specialist, and author of 
The Silver Lining, A Supportive and Insightful Guide 
to Breast Cancer, published in 2014. Hollye launched 
her award-winning blog, TheSilverPen.com, soon after 
her breast cancer diagnosis in 2010. She became the 
experienced, trusted friend all women need, holding 
their hand and providing support and guidance from 
the time of diagnosis through treatment, recovery, and 
survivorship.

ANNA JAMES
Email: aJames@CancerSupportUK.org
Website: CancerSupportUK.org
Facebook, Twitter: @CSupportUK
Instagram: @CancerSupportUK
London, United Kingdom
Anna James is an eight-year cancer survivor and the 
Head of Services at Cancer Support UK. This support 
organization offers online and telephone support 
groups for anyone who has completed their treatment 
for cancer, where they can come together to share their 
survivor experiences. Survivors are able to reflect on 
what they have been through and get support for the 
emotional challenges. Anna offers insight into the 
challenges of survivorship and why people struggle 
after treatment ends. 

JULIE JANSEN
203-918-1703
Email: Julie@JulieJansen.net
Website: JulieJansen.net
Stamford, CT 
Julie Jansen is an author, coach, speaker, and resume/
LinkedIn profile writer who helps companies and in-
dividuals reach their greatest potential in today’s 
chaotic workplace. She is the author of I Don’t Know 
What I Want, But I Know It’s Not This: A Step-by-Step 
Guide to Finding Gratifying Work. Julie often speaks, 
coaches, and writes for CancerAndCareers.org, help-
ing cancer survivors navigate work issues. Julie’s 
motivational, practical presentations focus on how to 
change careers, look for a job, navigate social media, 
and succeed at work. Her passion for helping cancer 
survivors stems from losing her 21-year-old brother 
and her father to cancer, as well as her own early-stage 
melanoma diagnosis.  

SULEIKA JAOUAD
Gold Standard Sports and Entertainment – page 26
Website: SuleikaJaouad.com
Suleika is the author of the Emmy Award-winning 
New York Times Well blog column “Life, Interrupted.” 
She was diagnosed with leukemia shortly after gradu-
ating from Princeton. But cancer didn’t stop her from 
pursuing her dreams of becoming a writer. Within 
weeks of her diagnosis, she began writing and video-
ing her experiences navigating the healthcare system 
as a young woman with cancer, and at age 23, she be-
came one of the New York Times’ youngest journalists. 
Suleika believes we all have life-interrupted moments; 
hers happened to be cancer. She also believes it’s not 
the interruption that matters, but how we cope with it, 
learn from it, and grow beyond it.
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ANN JILLIAN
Contact: Andy Murcia 
Murcia Management
818-501-0807
Email: Mgrajam1@yahoo.com
Website: AnnJillian.com
Sherman Oaks, CA  
Ann Jillian is a three-time Emmy and a Golden Globe 
Award-winning actress and singer. Since 1985, she 
has added motivational speaker to her list of credits, 
addressing business, medical, professional, and wom-
en’s groups. Her TV movie, The Ann Jillian Story, 
which recounted her 1985 bout with breast cancer and 
delivered Ann’s message about the hopeful side of it, 
was #1 in the ratings. Ann gave birth to her son in 
1992 after cancer. Her performances are always fun-
filled, entertaining, and inspirational; add her pianist, 
and her program remains a major lecture about life, 
health, and the joys of motherhood, but is accentuated 
with song.

LONNELL JOHNSON, phd
614-745-9200
Email: lonnell129@gmail.com
Website: LonnellEdwardJohnson.com
drlej.wordpress.com
Ashburn, VA
When diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2000, Dr. 
Johnson did not see a “death sentence,” but instead 
a “life sentence” that transformed his thinking. He 
shares lessons learned from this life-changing process. 
In revealing his holistic strategy to combat prostate 
cancer, Lonnell will take you down the road less 
traveled. In a journey that weaves original poetry, 
scripture, and a battle plan, he shows how he emerged 
not just as a survivor but as more than a conqueror.

DR. MISSY JOHNSON
313-598-6621
Email: hello@AskDrMissy.com
Website: AskDrMissy.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @AskDrMissy
Belleville, MI
Dr. Missy was a rising star in a Fortune 100 company 
when her life changed. With a 3% chance of living 
after a car accident, 47 days in a coma, falling 12 feet, 
marriage falling apart, and a stage III breast cancer 
diagnosis, she turned her tragedies into triumphs. She 
is the visionary and founder of Fearless Women Rock 
Global LLC, a platform for women that plan to 
transition from employee to entrepreneur by helping 
them share their story, teaching them how to leverage 
their skill sets, and how to build a brand. Dr. Missy is 
a John Maxwell certified coach and a recipient of the 
President Barack Obama Lifetime Achievement 
Award and the Michigan Chronicle Women of 
Excellence Award. 

SHANESE I. JOHNSON
215-248-1412
Email: ShaneseIJohnsonLaw@gmail.com  
Twitter: @ShaneseIJohnson
Instagram: @sij325
Philadelphia, PA  
Shanese was diagnosed with stage IIA HER2-positive 
breast cancer in 2010. Her mother had multiple 
myeloma. She is a retired lawyer and now is a 
Court of Common Pleas Judge. She participated in 
a documentary film The Cancer Journals Revisited, 
which was released in 2019. Shanese was a speaker 
at the Women of Faith and Hope Breast Cancer 
Conference in 2017, and is active with Living Beyond 
Breast Cancer and Young Survivor Coalition. She is 
also the mother of a teenage son.

JASMINE JONES
Contact: Parys Grigsby
301-580-0059
Email: Parys@CherryBlossomIntimates.com
Website: CherryBlossomIntimates.com

Facebook: @CherryBlossomIntimatesUSA
Twitter: @CBIntimates
Instagram: @CherryBlossomIntimates
Glenarden, MD
Jasmine Jones is the founder and CEO of Cherry 
Blossom Intimates, a first of its kind breast health 
facility and intimates boutique. A Forbes 30 Under 
30 List Maker, and former Miss District of Columbia 
USA, Jasmine believes in the power of intimates, 
innovation, and inclusion.

MARK KANTROWITZ
724-538-4500
Email: Mark@Kantrowitz.com
Website: Kantrowitz.com
Twitter: @MKant
Skokie, IL
Mark Kantrowitz is the author of Tumor Humor, a 
book of cancer jokes and anecdotes. He is a long-
term cancer survivor after being diagnosed with 
cancer two weeks after the birth of his son. Mark 
wrote cancer jokes to help cope with the challenges 
of his treatment. When you or a loved one have been 
diagnosed with cancer, it can help to have a sense of 
tumor. Jokes and humorous anecdotes can lighten 
the mood and alleviate stress. Maintaining a positive 
attitude can help cancer patients deal with the toxic 
rigors of treatment. A good joke can’t hurt, unless you 
just had abdominal surgery, in which case, yeah, it 
does hurt to laugh.

MIKI KASHTAN 
Contact: Bay Area Nonviolent Communication 
510-433-0700 
Email: MKashtan@BayNVC.org 
Website: TheFearlessHeart.org, BayNVC.org 
Oakland, CA  
Facing cancer involves challenging conversations often 
rife with conflict, misunderstanding, inner disconnec-
tion, fear, anguish, and stress about practical and 
emotional support. Miki shares a way of connecting 
and communicating that supports trust, mutual under-
standing, and intimacy among friends and family. 
Learn to take ownership of the decision-making pro-
cess and to advocate for yourself based on a deeper 
understanding of the needs of all concerned. Miki is 
a certified trainer with the International Center for 
Nonviolent Communication and a veteran of sever-
al cancers in her family, her own included.

VICTORIA REGGIE KENNEDY  
The Harry Walker Agency – page 26
Victoria Reggie Kennedy worked tirelessly with 
White House and congressional leadership to lobby 
for the passage of the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act in 2010, a landmark moment that turned 
the late Senator Ted Kennedy’s dream of passing the 
long-elusive healthcare reform legislation into reality.  
Mrs. Kennedy also brings a firsthand perspective to 
the topic of caregiving and patient advocacy. She 
speaks frequently to patient and family groups, en-
couraging them to be advocates for the best medical 
care they can receive.

SHARON KIM
808-387-7727
Email: Sharon@MyCanPlan.com
Website: MyCanPlan.com
Facebook: @CancerPlanner
Instagram: @canplan, @sharontkim
Anaheim, CA
Sharon Kim is the founder of CanPlan, a revolutionary 
planner designed with survivorship in mind. After 
losing her mom to sarcoma in 2015, she dedicated 
her life to giving other fighters a chance to have a 
different end to their story. She has managed to help 
thousands of fighters around the world change the 
way they fight cancer. Sharon uses her psychology 
background to teach people about the healing powers 
that come from being proactive over the things we 

can control and surrendering the things we can’t 
control. She speaks the language of love to spread 
the message of hope in a way that leaves hearts 
transformed and minds revived.

ADAM KLEIN
Gold Standard Sports & Entertainment – page 26
Adam Klein is the 2016 winner of the CBS Survivor: 
Millennials vs Gen X reality show competition. 
He is a lung cancer advocate and a motivational 
speaker with a rare blend of humor, energy, and an 
emotionally powerful story. He will challenge the 
audience to pursue their passions and dreams, find 
resilience in the face of adversity, and recognize how 
genuine connections and relationships lead to success. 
Two days after he returned home from competing on 
Survivor, his mother, Susie, passed away from lung 
cancer. He is a leading advocate for lung cancer 
research in memory of his mom. Adam’s keynote 
will leave the audience feeling inspired to reach their 
greatest potential.

ALLEN (Mr. Jollytologist) KLEIN, ma, csp 
Email: Humor@AllenKlein.com
Website: AllenKlein.com
San Francisco, CA  
Life-challenging illness is not funny; still, funny 
things happen.  In his presentations, Allen shares his 
personal story of loss as well as stories from cancer 
patients who have had the courage to laugh in spite of 
their illness. He received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award in therapeutic humor and is the author of The 
Healing Power of Humor and You Can’t Ruin My Day. 
Audiences and meeting planners have said the follow-
ing about his award-winning programs: “Awesome!  
We really needed this!” “You received three standing 
ovations. They loved you.” “WOW.  Inspirational and 
so practical.” TEDx Talk: http://tinyurl.com/z4hfsx5.

CAROL L. KORNMEHL, md, facro
732-766-5645
Email: Info@RTSupportDoc.com
Website: RTSupportDoc.com
Morganville, NJ  
A board-certified radiation oncologist, Dr. Kornmehl 
practices in New Jersey. She is author of the consumer 
health book The Best News About Radiation Therapy. 
Dr. Kornmehl is a media consultant, raising the pub-
lic’s awareness of radiation therapy, and she lectures 
to lay and professional audiences about humanistic, 
holistic cancer care. She was appointed to the Com-
munications Committee of the American Society for 
Radiation Oncology.  

DARA KURTZ
336-926-8792
Email: Dara@CrazyPerfectLife.com
Website: CrazyPerfectLife.com
Facebook: @CrazyPerfectLife
Instagram: @CrazyPerfLife
Lewisville, NC
When Dara was 28 years old, her mother died of can-
cer. This along with being a wife, mother, and cancer 
survivor herself fueled Dara. Dara is the author of I 
am My Mother’s Daughter: Wisdom on Life, Loss, 
and Love, Crush Cancer, and The Crush Cancer 
Workbook. She has been featured on numerous news 
outlets, podcasts, and publications, as well as her own 
podcast Thrive: the Podcast with Garth and Dara. 
She speaks frequently on topics ranging from relation-
ships to overcoming grief and from how to thrive and 
crush cancer to how to intentionally pass on family 
traditions. Speaking regularly at conferences, fund-
raisers, and more, people feel an immediate connection 
to Dara and her “realness.” 

NOREEN LaBATT
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Cancer got the girls, the girls got even. Meet Noreen. 
She turned a near-death experience into a life-affirm-
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ing comedy act. One that will have cancer survivors 
(and their doctors, nurses, caregivers, and families) 
rolling in her laughing gas. Diagnosed with breast 
cancer after her very first mammogram at age 40, 
Noreen wrote and performs “Thanks for the Mamo-
ries,” a brilliantly funny one-woman act that pokes 
good-natured fun at her medical team and herself – all 
while sharing personal insights into the cancer jour-
ney following diagnosis, a bilateral mastectomy, 
chemotherapy, and reconstruction. 

KIMBERLY LACKEY
813-598-5722
Email: Kimberly@EmpathCoaching.com
Website: EmpathCoaching.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @empathcoaching
Tampa, FL
Kimberly is a Certified Integrative Health Coach 
and a walking poster child for self-healing. While 
battling cancer, going through menopause at 25 
years old, facing life in a wheelchair and going 
through a divorce, she continued to receive answers 
from medical and psychological professionals that 
didn’t feel right. Kimberly took charge of her own 
health and through a variety of healing methods and 
modalities, she overcame cancer and other long-term 
ailments. She is passionate about sharing her journey 
and providing others with the tools to cleanse their life 
and create a long-term path that will lead to mental 
and physical happiness.

JEAN LaMANTIA, rd
416-561-1196
Email: Jean@JeanLaMantia.com
Website: JeanLaMantia.com
Toronto, ON, Canada
Jean LaMantia is a registered dietitian, cancer survivor, 
and author of The Essential Cancer Treatment Nutri-
tion Guide and Cookbook and the newly released 
Cancer Risk Reduction Guide, and The Complete 
Lymphedema Management and Nutrition Guide. Jean 
is happy to speak about all aspects of cancer nutrition 
including cancer risk reduction, anti-anflammatory 
diets, nutrition for lymphedema and intermittent fast-
ing. She is adept at presenting on virtual platforms and 
she would be pleased to present to your group.

ANGELIQUE L’AMOUR
Email: Angelique@AngeliqueLAmour.com
Website: AngeliqueLAmour.com
Facebook: AngeliqueLAmourAuthor
Twitter: @LAmourAngelique
Instagram: AngeliqueLAmourAuthor
Los Angeles, CA
Angelique L’Amour is a writer, wife, mother, 
and breast cancer survivor. She is sought after for 
speaking engagements on her cancer journey, early 
detection, writing, and optimism, as well as for 
advice on nonprofit events. Angelique has personally 
educated over 500 teenage girls on the value of early 
detection using humor and personal stories. In the last 
few years, she has also been featured as a motivational 
speaker at several nationally recognized events. She 
is the author of A Trail of Memories and Chemo, 
Cupcakes and Carpools, a guide to family life for 
parents undergoing cancer treatment.

KATHY LARIVIERE
319-400-3041
Email: LaughWithKathyL@gmail.com
Website: LaughWithKathy.com
Facebook: LaughWithKathy
Urbana, IA
Diagnosed with breast cancer in 2012, Kathy spent the 
next two years blogging about her antics as she blew 
up pumpkins, threw eggs, and used her bald head to 
shame bad drivers. She shares her journey with cancer 
in her book, Laugh With Kathy. Kathy entertains 
audiences by giving them glimpses of what it takes to 
beat breast cancer using humor and creativity. Laugh 

with her as she finds interesting ways to thumb her 
nose at some of cancer’s indignities and uses her 
unique observations to humorously challenge every 
twist and turn on her unpredictable journey with 
breast cancer.  

JOSIE LEAVITT
802-238-3208
Email: josie.leavitt@gmail.com
Website: JosieLeavittComedy.com
Twitter, Instagram: @sneezyhead
Grand Isle, VT
Josie Leavitt is an award-winning stand-up comic 
and storyteller. Her work has been featured by the 
Atlantic, CURE, and many others. Josie speaks to 
cancer patients as well as providers about cancer care 
and ways things can be improved, often with the use 
of humor. As a breast cancer survivor, Josie knows 
first hand struggles patients face and she addresses 
them head-on and pulls no punches on how to find 
humor and grace.

VALISIA LeKAE
Contact: Steven Unger
212-757-0098
Email: steven@brsgage.com
Website: ValisiaLeKae.com
Twitter, Instagram: @ValisiaLeKae
New York
Valisia LeKae is a Broadway star and award-winning 
actress and singer. In 2013, she was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer at age 34 while starring on Broadway 
as Diana Ross in Motown the Musical, a role which 
garnered her both a Grammy and a Tony nomination. 
In 2014, Valisia became the spokesperson for the Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Coalition. She has traveled the 
country to spread awareness about this deadly disease 
and has been honored by the Ovarian Cancer Research 
Foundation, Look Good Feel Better, and other major 
cancer organizations. Now cancer free, Valisia contin-
ues to use her voice to educate and inspire others.

DEBBIE LEONI
630-402-0161, 630-244-0920 (cell)
Email: Debbie@DebbieLeoni.com
Website: DebbieLeoni.com
Geneva, IL
Cancer can be one of the scariest words you’ll ever 
hear because you’ve been conditioned to focus on 
the negative. Fear is a powerful energy. But the good 
news is that you have control over how you want to 
experience that energy. Debbie’s presentation “Living 
Fearlessly Before, During, and After Cancer” offers 
tools to become more aware of your fears and teaches 
you how to shift that fear energy into courage. Debbie 
believes that shifting from a victim to a victor mindset 
is your ticket to health and healing in all areas of your 
life. Debbie is the author of three books, including I 
Am Fearless: 12 Elements of Fearless Living, and is 
also a cancer survivor. 

JOHN L. LIBRETT, phd, mph
801-558-5950, 801-236-2296
Email: John@SurvivorWellness.org
Website: SurvivorWellness.org
Facebook: @SurvivorWellness.org
Instagram: @Survivor_Wellness
Salt Lake City, UT
Dr. Librett is recognized for his leadership in preventive 
medicine and health policy. While in medical school, 
Librett was diagnosed with cancer leading to an interest 
in integrative medicine. He is the founder of First 
Ascent Fund, Behavioral Science International, and 
Survivor Healthcare, executive chairman of Survivor 
Wellness, chair of Utah Cancer Action Network, and 
adjunct professor at the University of Utah. Librett 
has worked with the White House, Lance Armstrong 
Foundation, CDC, US Department of Health and 
Human Services, World Health Organization, and many 
more. Dr. Librett’s research has appeared in NPR’s 

Morning Edition, the American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine, and World News Tonight.

SPENCER LUEDERS
Contact: Jenni Walker
980-339-8041
Email: Jenni@WalkerPRGroup.com
Website: 24Foundation.org
Facebook, Twitter: @24foundation
Instagram: @24_foundation
Charlotte, NC
A movement 25,000 strong started with one man and 
a bike. In 2002, Spencer Lueders knew we weren’t 
doing nearly enough. He knew we needed more; more 
hope, healing, help and change. $24 million later, 
24 Foundation is changing the course of cancer and 
revolutionizing access to essential cancer navigation 
and survivorship resources. Hear first-hand lessons 
from Spencer about disrupting the ordinary to create and 
grow a movement of like-minded individuals and how 
each of us possesses the ability to be changemakers. 
24 Foundation’s fundraising events include cycling, 
walking, and fitness-related activities that embrace a 
diverse population with inclusion and access for all.

JENNIFER LUKOWIAK
732-674-6776
Email: BellaJenna90@gmail.com
Website: TheFashionistaFights.com
Facebook: DoesThisOutfitMakeMeLookBald?
Twitter, Instagram: @_bellajenna_
Raleigh, NC
As a blogger, fashionista, tattooed rock-and-roll 
mama, author, and breast cancer survivor, Jennifer 
dishes the nitty-gritty details of cancer in her book, 
Does This Outfit Make Me Look Bald? How a Fash-
ionista Fought Breast Cancer with Style. After 
receiving a second diagnosis after her five-year can-
cerversary, Jennifer continued to offer wisdom and 
speak candidly through her Facebook mini-blogs. So 
what are Jennifer’s words of wisdom on National 
Cancer Survivors Day®? “Celebrate you, cancer war-
rior! Life is short, treatment is temporary – you need 
to find the fun. When your hair begins its exodus, em-
brace your inner anarchist and shave it into a mohawk. 
Be brave. Be strong. Fight hard. You can do this!”

JOAN LUNDEN
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
An award-winning television journalist, author, 
sought-after motivational and keynote speaker, 
successful entrepreneur, and one of America’s most 
recognized and trusted television personalities, Joan 
Lunden shares why she decided to go public with 
her breast cancer battle, what she learned, the breast 
cancer myths she discovered, and the risk factors 
women need to know. Lunden takes audiences 
through the hard decisions she had to make, and the 
silver linings she came across along the way.

CHARLIE LUSTMAN
323-578-4131
Email: Charlie@MadeMeNuclear.com
Website: MadeMeNuclear.com
Facebook: @MusicalHopeCampaign
Talent, OR
Motivational singer, speaker, and cancer survivor, 
Charlie Lustman has been sharing his musical 
message of overcoming difficult life challenges ever 
since he graduated from the chemo chair back in 2007. 
Charlie composed songs about his journey during his 
11 months of chemo with a vision to share his music 
with everyone touched by cancer in America. With his 
brightly painted “love” guitar, Charlie has been on the 
road visiting hospitals, cancer centers, conferences, 
and survivor events throughout the USA, on a mission 
to support those going through the journey. Charlie 
says, “it’s not about how much time we have on the 
planet, but what we do with the time we have – so let’s 
enjoy the ride!”
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FRAZELMA C. LYNN, BS, Ed, MEd, EdS 
334-319-1723
Email: FrazelmaLynn@gmail.com
Website: GtoRMustHaves.online
Twitter: @FrazelmaL
Instagram: @Frazelma_TeachingParents
Opelika, AL
Through her struggles of chemo, radiation, and facial 
reconstructive surgery, she never gave up. Her book, 
Left With Half Of a Face, depicts her cancer journey 
and experience. F.C. Lynn is an author, speaker, 
parenting coach, retired educator and school district 
administrator who received a double diagnosis of 
cancer, on the same day in 2017, from two different 
doctors. She shares her story to motivate people to 
‘Focus on GOD and Never Give Up’!  

MOLLY MACDONALD
Email: Molly@ThePinkFund.org
Website: PinkFund.org
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @ThePinkFund
Bloomfield Hills, MI
Diagnosed at a time of job transition, Molly knows 
what it’s like to battle the financial burdens of breast 
cancer while battling the disease. Without an income, 
the addition of a monthly $1300 COBRA premium, 
led to what is now widely known as cancer-related 
financial toxicity. Unable to get help, Molly was 
determined to give help. In 2006, she launched The 
Pink Fund. As of December 2020, The Pink Fund has 
made over $4.6 million in bill payments on behalf of 
breast cancer patients. Most recently, Molly has been 
recognized as an AARP Purpose Prize Fellow, Crain’s 
Notable Women in Health, and Eye For Pharma’s 
Patient Champion for North America.

MAL MALME
617-308-5590
Email: Mal.Malme@gmail.com
Website: LaughterLeague.org 
Twitter: @mmalme
Linkedin: MalMalme
Cambridge, MA
Mal is a stage III ovarian cancer survivor, Boston theater 
artist, writer, speaker, and professional healthcare 
clown with the Laughter League at Boston Children’s 
and Hasbro Children’s hospitals. Mal is also a LG-
BTQ+ activist and identifies as nonbinary. Mal serves 
as a patient advocate at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center where Mal received cancer treatment. Mal is 
also an avid runner and has run several marathons for 
charity. As a healthcare clown, performer, writer, and 
cancer survivor, Mal believes that through connection, 
humor, and sharing our stories, we can celebrate our 
common humanity and live our truth out loud. 

RACHELE MANNING
617-596-6432
Email: RachBManning@gmail.com
Website: YouCantCatchMeCancer.blogspot.com
Instagram: @manningtheasylum
Natick, MA
Rachele Manning’s life changed forever when she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer in April 2013, at the age 
of 37. Despite a family history of BRCA2-positive sta-
tus, Rachele never thought she’d get cancer herself. As 
she entered the world of cancer, she learned quickly that 
she had to use her own voice to advocate for herself. 
Sincer her diagonsis, she has enjoyed mentoring other 
women going through active treatment to advocate for 
themselves too. In April 2020, Rachele’s mom passed 
away from pancreatic cancer. Knowing that she herself 
is also at risk for pancreatic cancer, Rachele uses this 
knowledge to live life to the fullest and that it’s not 
worth sweating the small stuff. 

CAROL ANN MANZI, mm
805-696-8470
Email: Mannycam3@gmail.com
Website: ManziSpeaks.info

New Haven, CT; Los Angeles, CA
A soulful soprano, this young operatic artist, Yale 
graduate, and breast cancer survivor offers a comfort-
ing and uplifting brand of speaking and singing. 
Utilizing her stage experience and unique warmth, this 
dynamic speaker offers her popular lecture “Battling 
the High Cs – an Operatic Soprano’s Journey Through 
Career and Cancer.” She skillfully juxtaposes surviving 
a career in the competitive arts world with the rigors 
of a cancer diagnosis. Presentations bring humor, in-
spiration, hope, and of course, her singing. Take 
“Comfort and Courage” home with Manzi’s CD that 
supports cancer causes.

JACQUELINE MARCELL, bs
949-975-1012
Email: J.Marcell@cox.net
Website: ElderRage.com
Irvine, CA  
So compelled by caring for her elderly parents, both 
with Alzheimer’s disease, Jacqueline gave up her career 
as a television executive to become an advocate for 
eldercare awareness and reform. Author of Elder 
Rage, Jacqueline’s mission expanded to include 
stress, nutrition, and cancer during her triumph over 
18 months of breast cancer treatments. Advocating for 
gratitude and humor to overcome life’s challenges, 
along with mega-nutrition, Jacqueline’s presentation 
is an inspirational and “edu-taining” event.

FABIANNA MARIE, nd
603-362-7553
Email: DrFabiannaMarie@gmail.com
Website: DrFabiannaMarie.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @DrFabiannaMarie
Atkinson, NH
Dr. Fabianna has been living with triple-negative 
metastatic breast cancer for over 15 years. Certified 
as a Naturopathic Doctor, Fab considers naturopathic 
healing the core component of to a healthy life. The 
Global Health Ambassador and award-winning author 
of Fabulously Fighting and Fabulously Fighting 
Uncensored, Dr. Fabianna has created a movement of 
living your most fabulous life despite any adversity. 
Her insightful wisdom and dynamic presentation 
landed her the keynote speaker at the 2016 National 
Oncology Conference in Las Vegas and she was 
named the International Association of Professional 
Women’s Woman of the Year in 2019 and 2020.

HEDDA MATZA-HAUGHTON, lcsw
941-923-7477  
Email: HMHforTheHealthOfIt@verizon.net
Website: LaughForTheHealthOfIt.net 
Sarasota, FL  
Hedda Matza-Haughton, a national speaker, health 
educator, breast cancer survivor, and president of For 
the Health of It Consultation Services, will keep you 
laughing and learning during her presentations of 
“Laugh For the Health of It.” This fun-filled program, 
often presented on National Cancer Survivors Day, 
deals with the emotional and physiological benefits of 
laughter and play and how they can be incorporated 
into your life. It’s overflowing with creative, interac-
tive activities and strategies to relieve stress and 
increase energy. See her “Words Not Spoken” impro-
visational theatre program on cancer survivorship on 
her website. 

ELISE SILVERFIELD MAY 
214-929-2217
Email: ERSMay@gmail.com
Dallas, TX  
While pregnant with her son, Elise developed Hodg-
kin lymphoma. After enduring eight months of 
chemotherapy and subsequent lung damage from one 
of the drugs, she was in remission. Thirteen years lat-
er, at age 41, she was diagnosed with colon cancer. 
After battling cancer twice, Elise knows how scary it 
can be for both the patients and their loved ones, and 

she has made an effort to help others through her ex-
periences. She is a published writer, with articles 
appearing in Coping with Cancer magazine and on the 
AOL and Yahoo websites. She believes that everyone 
becomes a survivor from the moment they are diag-
nosed and that it’s important to draw strength from 
one another.

MICHAEL McDAETH
206-852-3478
Email: McDaeth@gmail.com
Website: LoveTrustGratitudeHealing.com
Facebook: @McDaeth
Twitter: @Trust_Healing
Instagram: @Love_Trust_Gratitude_Healing
Lake Forest Park, WA
Michael is a writer, musician, inspirational speaker, 
and the author of Love Trust Gratitude Healing: Turn-
ing a Battle into a Dance and Making Peace with 
Cancer. One morning, he woke to find he had lost his 
ability to walk overnight quickly followed by a tumor 
on his spine caused by an incurable cancer – multiple 
myeloma. He endured radiation, chemo, and a bone 
marrow transplant, and learning to walk again. This 
journey led him to his mission – to open up the con-
versation on cancer and to inspire people to change 
the words they use around cancer in recognizing that 
this major life confrontation is contingent on the qual-
ity of our response. 

JAN McINNIS
Contact: Brenda Ulrich
800-403-5943
Email: Brenda@TheWorkLady.com
Website: TheWorkLady.com
Facebook: ComedianJanMcInnis
Twitter, LinkedIn: @JanMcInnis
Los Angeles, CA
“Jan did an outstanding job helping close to 200 people 
rediscover that laughter really is good medicine. Jan 
had a very easy way about her, and was very comfort-
able mingling with our patients both before and after 
her show.” That’s what clients are saying about Jan Mc-
Innis’ “Finding the Funny” humorous keynote 
presented at other Cancer Survivor Day events. Her 
humor focuses on work, family, and life. Jan’s keynotes 
work both virtually and in person. Jan is also a fabulous 
Master of Ceremonies keeping the event rolling and on-
time. She has been featured in the Wall Street Journal, 
The Washington Post, and the Huffington Post.”

BRITTANY AVIN McKELVEY, phd
252-531-1942
Email: BAAvin@gmail.com
Fayetteville, NC
Brittany’s goal is to use her voice to share her story 
and cancer awareness. Due to metastatic cancer, she 
completely lost her voice at age 13. After doctors were 
unable to salvage the vocal cord nerve, Brittany had 
to undergo two surgeries to be able to speak again. 
Brittany has a passion for those battling cancer, leading 
to her completing her PhD researching cancer at Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine, and now working in 
science policy surrounding cancer research and clinical 
trials. Brittany was the emcee for the American Cancer 
Society’s national event, has spoken to numerous large 
organizations and businesses about her story, and has 
participated in National Cancer Survivors Day® events 
as the keynote speaker in past years.

STEVE MELEN
415-810-3377
Email: SteveMelen70@gmail.com
Website: SteveMelen.com
Facebook: @Steve.Melen
Twitter: @SteveMelen1
Instagram: @MelenStables
Belvedere, CA
Steve Melen is a survivor of stage IIIB stomach cancer 
and addiction, a racehorse owner, mentor, financial 
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advisor, board member, husband and father. He is also 
the author of Killer Graces: Navigating Through Life’s 
Biggest Challenges which details Steve’s path from 
pain to power and breakthrough living. It is a story of 
both weakness and strength as Steve navigates a world 
of pain, drugs, alcohol, marital problems, and anxiety, 
all rooted in his earliest days as a child of adoption. He 
shares how it took a life-threatening illness to bring these 
issues to light so the true healing process could begin.

DR. FRANK MERRITT
334-790-0984
Email: SurfDoc7@yahoo.com
Website: VitalityProUSA.com, 17HourFast.com
Panama City Beach, FL
Dr. Frank Merritt obtained degrees from Harding 
University and the University of Alabama School 
of Medicine, and published postgraduate research at 
Pepperdine University. Over 20 years in emergency 
medicine, he has served as director and was 
instrumental in creating a trauma center and additional 
ER. He founded a research company, VitalityPro in 
2015. He is the author of The 17 Hour Fast, which 
was inspired by his best friend’s battle with cancer. 
Dr. Merritt works with a wide variety of organizations 
and many elite athletes and celebrities. He serves on 
the boards of multiple foundations and corporations. 
He is a husband and father who greatly enjoys time 
with his family. 

CAROL MICHAELS, mba, acsm, ace
973-379-4779
Email: CarolJMichaels@gmail.com
Website: CarolMichaelsFitness.com
West Orange, NJ
Cancer exercise specialist Carol Michaels is the 
founder of Recovery Fitness, a cancer exercise pro-
gram. In addition to owning and operating Carol 
Michaels Fitness and Recovery Fitness, Carol is a 
consultant, author, speaker, and Pilates instructor. She 
is on the advisory board for several cancer organiza-
tions and has appeared on health-related television 
and radio programs. Her book Exercises for Cancer 
Survivors is a helpful resource for anyone undergoing 
cancer surgery or treatments. She has also developed 
and produced two Recovery Fitness DVDs.

SHANNON MILLER
Contact: Manager
Email: Contact@ShannonMiller.com
Website: ShannonMiller.com
Twitter & Instagram: @ShannonMiller96
Jacksonville, FL  
Shannon Miller, a seven-time Olympic gymnast and 
ovarian cancer survivor, discusses her journey from 
Olympian to motherhood and launching her own 
company dedicated to women’s health and fitness. In 
2011, she faced the biggest challenge of her life, a rare 
form of ovarian cancer. She took on this new challenge 
as she does all obstacles – with preparation, a positive 
attitude, and a steadfast determination to help others 
who are facing a similar battle. Shannon continues to 
use her voice to create awareness about prevention, 
treatment, and recovery from a cancer diagnosis. She 
shares how she utilizes the lessons learned through 
sport and the gold medal mindset in her cancer journey.

KAREN MILLS
423-802-4210
Email: Karen@KarenMills.com
Website: KarenMills.com
Facebook, Instagram, TikTok: @KarenMillsComedy
Chattanooga, TN
Karen Mills has made a career out of making people 
laugh as a touring comedian for 25 years, can be 
found on SiriusXM, and appears often at The Grand 
Ole Opry, including the “Opry Goes Pink” special for 
cancer. Her special, “Pink Pants”, was recently released 
on Dry Bar Comedy. Karen has a straight-forward 
approach to the realities of life. Her smart, funny, keen 

observations will keep you laughing. Karen speaks 
to cancer survivor groups around the country. Even 
ovarian cancer couldn’t stop her from turning pain 
into punchlines. If you are looking for straight, laugh-
out-loud comedy, Karen will inspire, energize, and 
bring any crowd together through the joy of laughter.

JOANNA MORALES, esq
310-489-0856
Email: JM@TriageCancer.org
Website: TriageCancer.org
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: TriageCancer
Chicago, IL  
Joanna Morales has spent more than 25 years working 
in the cancer community as a cancer rights attorney, 
author, speaker, and CEO of Triage Cancer, a national 
nonprofit organization providing education on the prac-
tical and legal issues that may impact individuals 
diagnosed with cancer and their caregivers. She has 
presented nearly one thousand seminars, empowering 
people with information on how to engage in cancer 
advocacy and navigate insurance, employment, estate 
planning, finances, and more.

PAULA MOZEN
406-624-6049
Email: pMozen1@gmail.com
Website: LifeInterruptedFilm.com
Instagram: @LifeInterruptedFilm
Bozeman, MT
Paula Mozen, is an award-winning documentary film-
maker, educator, and PBS consultant who is a two-time 
breast cancer survivor and director of the award-winning 
documentary LIFE INTERRUPTED, a film of great inti-
macy, featuring empowering stories of breast cancer 
survivors told from their perspective. These women are 
confronting a life-altering diagnosis, responding to their 
disease process and rebuilding of their lives with hones-
ty, dignity, humor, and grace. Paula is a valued speaker 
partnering in 2021 with the NIH/ National Network Li-
brary of Medicine (NNLM) to offer a series of virtual 
film screenings and panel discussions that increase 
awareness and understanding of the broad impact of 
breast cancer on underrepresented communities.

LACY MUCKLOW, ma, atr-bc, lpat, lcpat, atcs
703-863-4323
Email: Art_Therapist@artlover.com
Website: ArtTherapist.blogspot.com
Facebook: @Lacy.Mucklow.Art.Therapy
Twitter: @Art_TX
Springfield, VA
Lacy Mucklow is the author of national bestselling and 
New York Times bestseller coloring books for adults. Her 
books have sold over two million copies around the 
world and have been translated into multiple languages. 
She has received many messages from people who told 
her about their experiences using the coloring books 
while in treatment, and how they were used in treatment 
rooms during chemotherapy for stress relief. Then, in the 
middle of writing this book series, she found out she had 
thyroid cancer herself. As a survivor, she understood bet-
ter how the books she wrote connected with those 
dealing with cancer – both caregivers and survivors.
 
T. P. MULROONEY
Contact: Deborah Berenschot
630-587-8840
Email: Deb@GolfComic.com
Website: GolfComic.com
St. Charles, IL 
T.P. Mulrooney is a standup comedian, keynote speak-
er,  and stage IV throat cancer survivor. He has been 
featured on HBO, Showtime, at the Ryder Cup, Mas-
ters, U.S. Open, Yale Cancer Center, in Sports 
Illustrated, the Wall Street Journal, and immortalized 
on the Wall of Fame at the Comedy Store in Holly-
wood, CA. T. P. brings clean and appropriate humor to 
his uplifting, positive message, transporting the audi-
ence to a wonderful place of laughter and fun.

REBECCA NELLIS, mpp
Contact: Program Staff 
Cancer and Careers
646-929-8032
Email: CancerAndCareers@cew.org
Website: CancerAndCareers.org
New York, NY  
For more than 15 years, Rebecca Nellis has been fo-
cused on delivering meaningful programs and support 
to people who are balancing a cancer diagnosis and 
employment. As the executive director for Cancer and 
Careers, Rebecca is in demand as an expert on these 
issues, speaking regularly at national cancer confer-
ences and community events, as well as to the press 
and the public. Rebecca holds a Master of Public Pol-
icy from Georgetown University, completing this 
degree with a thesis entitled “Implications of Cancer 
Survivorship on Financial Assets, Work Productivity, 
and Employment Circumstances.” 

MARK NEPO
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
With over a million copies sold, Mark Nepo has 
moved and inspired readers and seekers all over the 
world with his book, The Book of Awakening. Beloved 
as a poet, teacher, and storyteller, Mark has been 
called “one of the finest spiritual guides of our time,” 
“a consummate storyteller,” and “an eloquent spiritual 
teacher.” Mark devotes his writing and teaching to the 
journey of inner transformation and the life of rela-
tionship. His work is widely accessible and used by 
many and his books have been translated into more 
than twenty languages. A cancer survivor, Mark shares 
his biggest spiritual lessons from battling cancer.

MATTHEW S. NEWMAN
Contact: Rebecca Newman
267-992-0016
Email: BeccaNewman3@yahoo.com
Website: MatthewSNewman.com
Facebook: @startingatthefinishlineMattNewman
Twitter: @FinishLine_Matt
Instagram: @startingatthefinishline
Washington Crossing, PA
Known for having grade III brain cancer and beating 
it, Matthew S. Newman is an inspirational keynote 
speaker for conferences, events, and audiences looking 
for both motivation and action. His talk, “Starting 
at the Finish Line,” tells of his firsthand experience 
learning his cancer diagnosis and the incredibly 
powerful asset of having one’s financial plans in 
order. Key takeaways include a straightforward look 
at financial planning, an approach to removing the 
emotion from life and death planning, and a sense of 
gratitude for taking action over one’s future.

JIM NEWTON
302-900-1060
Email: DENewts@gmail.com
Website: JJNewton.com
Facebook: Jim.Newton.1297
Twitter: @DENewts1949
Milton, FL
As a dedicated runner, Jim Newton has run for more 
than 40 years and covered over 50,000 miles. He has 
run for a number of charities, including the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society. Jim was diagnosed with stage IV 
mantle cell lymphoma and was declared in remission a 
year later. Also, he is an ambassador for the American 
Association for Cancer Research Foundation. In 2016, 
Jim was nominated as the inspirational dinner speaker 
at the RnR Las Vegas Half Marathon.

MELANIE A. NIX
301-543-9387
Email: Melanie@DiagnosisToDestiny.com
Website: DiagnosisToDestiny.com
Instagram: @DiagnosisToDestiny
Washington, DC
Melanie A. Nix, mutated BRCA1 gene carrier and 
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triple negative breast cancer survivor by the age of 38, 
is a transformational speaker and resilience coach. A 
host of a 2020 National Cancer Survivors Day® virtual 
celebration, “Planting Seeds for Today and Tomorrow,” 
Melanie has been a keynote speaker at numerous events 
for survivors, caregivers, and medical professionals. A 
married mother of two, she is a fifth-generation breast 
cancer patient. She blends wit, sensitivity, and candor 
into her uplifting messages. Melanie holds a BA from 
the University of Virginia and an MBA from the Robert 
H. Smith School of Business.

LYNN O’BRIEN
217-714-6121
Email: LynnOBrien.love@gmail.com
Website: LynnOBrien.love
Facebook: @LynnObrienMusic
Instagram: @LynnObrienLove
St Louis, MO
Described as a “musical force of nature,” Lynn 
is an award-winning keynote speaker, singer/
songwriter, and facilitator you’ll never forget! Lynn’s 
creative, interactive, and heart-opening approach to 
presentation and performance has been particularly 
well-received by communities touched by cancer. Her 
work is informed by years of compassionate work with 
survivors, caregivers, and staff in medical facilities 
as a board-certified music therapist. Lynn naturally 
builds instant rapport with audiences through her 
powerful, dynamic voice, deep wisdom, and a playful 
heart. Her messages resonate with survivors, those 
diagnosed and considering treatment paths, as well as 
caregivers, family, and community. 

JUDY PEARSON
269-767-6300
Email: Judy@JudithLPearson.com
Website: JudithLPearson.com, A2ndAct.org
Twitter: @JudithPWrites
Phoenix, AZ
Judy is a best-selling author and speaker, wowing 
audiences across the country and across the spectrum 
with her energy and authenticity. Her diverse speaking 
abilities are always seasoned with humor, inspiration, 
and education. After a 2011 cancer diagnosis, Judy 
developed a keen interest in all things survivorship, 
including making it a focus of her keynotes and 
workshops. She created A2ndAct.org, an organization 
promoting doing good after cancer, and that, in turn, 
led to her most recent book, From Shadows to Life: A 
Biography of the Cancer Survivorship Movement.

ALYSSA PHILLIPS
404-247-0144
Email: Alyssa@AlyssaPhillipsInc.com
Website: AlyssaPhillipsInc.com
Atlanta, GA  
Alyssa Phillips is a double bone marrow transplant 
survivor, physician assistant, and now inspiring writer 
and speaker, who turned a rare stage IV cancer diag-
nosis and less than five percent chance of survival into 
a beautiful new beginning. By sharing her courageous 
cancer journey, unwavering faith, and the loss of her 
younger sister, Alyssa dares us all to view the chal-
lenges, and even the tragedies, of our own lives as 
veiled lessons and gifts that are meant to break us in 
beautiful ways into the people we were always meant 
to become – if we let them. Her story has been fea-
tured in Real Simple, CURE, and More magazines, 
along with several TV shows.

NICOLE J. PHILLIPS
701-730-6911
Email: info@NicoleJPhillips.com
Website: BraveAndKind.net
Facebook, Instagram: @NicoleJPhillips
Aberdeen, SD
Nicole Phillips is a champion for using kindness to 
overcome all of life’s difficulties, including her own 
battle with breast cancer. She spreads the message 

of the healing power of kindness as host of the 
weekly show The Kindness Podcast; through her 
weekly column Kindness is Contagious, which runs 
in newspapers in North Dakota and Minnesota; and 
as a frequent guest on Hallmark Channel’s Home & 
Family Show.  She is also the author of three books, 
Kindness is Contagious, Kindness is Courageous, 
and The Negativity Remedy. Nicole is married to 
her childhood sweetheart and has three kids who 
continually need her Uber services.

JODI A. PLISZKA, phd
262-682-4267
Email: Jodi@neurolicity.com
Website: neurolicity.com
Milwaukee, WI
Jodi lost her hair to alopecia and found her purpose 
was motivating and inspiring others to “Unleash Your 
Ultimate Gift! Do More. Be More. Live More. Give 
More.” Live a purposeful, passionate, wealthier, 
healthier more fulfilling life - whether it means reig-
niting the spark in your relationship, succeeding in 
business, getting in better health, or rediscovering the 
real you. Featured in Forbes, Enterprenuer, Lifetime 
TV’s Health Corner, ABC, CBS, NBC, and FOX 
News. Jodi has also been Enterpising Woman of the 
Year, an award-winning inventor, three-time best-
selling author, a neurospychologist, the President and 
CEO of Headline It!, and the founder of Neurolicity, a 
personal development company. 

BOB POLKINGHORN
510-205-5629
Email: bobpolky@gmail.com
Facebook: bobpolky
Portland, OR
Bob is a 70-year old melanoma survivor of nearly 
two years. He shares his story, focusing on how he 
transitioned from the time of diagnosis – a dark, 
frightening place – to a place of light, mindful self-
confidence, and humility. Bob does not view cancer 
as something that has destroyed his life but rather as a 
blessing and source of enlightenment and growth. He has 
come to believe in the gift-giving nature of cancer and 
what it holds underneath its hardened, scary exterior.

JOHN POLO
630-689-6007
Email: John@JohnPoloCoaching.com
Website: JohnPoloCoaching.com
Vernon Hills, IL
John Polo is a coach, author, and speaker. The love 
of his life, Michelle, passed away at the age of 30 
on January 22, 2016, after a battle with a rare and 
aggressive cancer. As John picked up the pieces 
of his broken heart, he discovered a deep passion 
for writing and speaking about love, loss, grief, 
healing, and hope. His goal is to help others both 
honor their pain and see that a hopeful tomorrow can 
indeed exist. John is the author of three books and is 
available for public speaking, workshops, and one-
on-one coaching.

CONNIE POMBO, cpt
925-289-3010
Email: ConniePombo@hotmail.com
Website: ConniePombo.com
Bradenton, FL
Speaker, workshop facilitator, and  author of Trading 
Ashes for Roses, Connie Pombo delivers a message of 
hope and healing – inspiring audiences to transform 
their tragedy, pain, and loss into a life of joy, purpose, 
and passion. On talk radio and at events, Connie 
shares her speech “Living the Passionate Life.” She is 
a contributing author to 56 books, including 21 books 
in the Chicken Soup for the Soul series. Her story has 
appeared in Coping with Cancer magazine and Stories 
of Inspiration at Komen.org. As a 25-year breast cancer 
survivor, Connie engages audiences with her conta-
gious sense of humor and love for life.

SHERI Y. PRENTISS, md, mph, cps/a, cpe, facpe, csp
847-602-2277
Email: DrSheri@DrSheriMD.com
Website: DrSheriMD.com
Facebook, Instagram: @DrSheriMD
Twitter: @divamd7
Chicago, IL
Dr. Sheri is a board-certified physician, public 
health expert, author, and breast cancer survivor. 
Her experience with cancer has impassioned her 
with an empathic fervor that embodies everything 
she does. She offers a unique perspective from 
being a physician, caregiver, cancer patient, and 
now overcomer and survivor. Practical truths are 
woven into every keynote, merging science and 
sacred, mixing faith with facts. Dr. Sheri’s delivery 
and drive are at the forefront of every small group, 
congregation, or conference. Let her unique voice and 
gift demonstrate how to transcend tragedy, re-direct or 
re-invent, and tap into unrecognized potential.

MARY LOU QUINLAN
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Mary Lou Quinlan is a marketer, author, actress, 
speaker, and advocate for women. Diagnosed with  
breast cancer in April 2009, Mary Lou hopes to help 
others by sharing her story with candor and humor. 
Her latest book and play, The God Box, is fast becom-
ing a global movement of giving back. To date, she 
has raised over $400,000 for causes including cancer 
and hospice care, hospitals and health research, and 
for women, family, and community educational chari-
ties. Proceeds of performance ticket sales and books 
sold at her events go straight to causes that help fami-
lies around the country.

DIANA RAAB, phd
805-708-4876
Email: Diana@DianaRaab.com
Website: DianaRaab.com
Facebook: @dianaraab.Author 
Twitter, Instagram: @dianaraab
Santa Barbara, CA
Diana Raab, phd is a memoirist and poet who 
facilitates workshops in writing for healing and 
transformation, the basis of her doctorate research. 
She’s been a breast cancer survivor since 2001 and 
in 2006 was diagnosed with smoldering myeloma. 
She’s been writing since the age of ten when her 
mother gave her a journal to help her cope with 
her grandmother and caretaker’s suicide. She’s the 
author of ten books and her articles and poetry have 
been widely published. She’s a regular blogger for 
Psychology Today, Thrive Global, The Wisdom 
Daily, and many others. Her latest books are Writing 
for Bliss and Writing for Bliss: A Journal.

RICK AND BRENDA REDNER
209-345-3278
Email: WhereIsYourProstate@gmail.com
Website: WhereIsYourProstate.com
Modesto, CA
Rick Redner, msw, and Brenda Redner, bsn, are co-
authors of two award-winning books: I Left My 
Prostate in San Francisco – Where’s Yours? and Ev-
erything You Never Wanted to Know About Erectile 
Dysfunction and Penile Implants. Rick was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer at age 58. With grace and 
humor, Rick and Brenda share their mistakes, fail-
ures, victories, insights, and successes to help other 
couples cope with life and love without a prostate. 
Rick is a Patient Columist and Specialist for Prostate 
Cancer News Today.

KIMBERLY S. REED
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Award-winning international speaker and leading 
expert Kimberly Reed has developed a distinguished 
reputation as having one of the most distinct and 
powerful voices on the lecture circuit. Her infectious 
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energy, lioness tone, and inspiring sincerity engages 
thousands on topics ranging from diversity and inclusion 
innovation, entrepreneurial leadership, personal and 
professional development, transformative thinking, 
and resiliency – living without limits. A recent cancer 
survivor, Reed had to tap into a deeper place to generate 
the faith and determination to make the necessary 
changes in her life and attitude to become cancer free. 

MICHELE A. REISS, phd
412-716-7344
Email: DrMReiss@comcast.net 
DrMicheleReiss@gmail.com
Website: LessonsInLossAndLiving.com
Pittsburgh, PA
Dr. Michele Reiss has trained family medicine residents 
medial students, psychiatric graduate students, as well as 
experienced physicians in behavioral medicine and the 
psychological aspects of healthcare during her many 
years as a medical educator. As a psychotherapist, she 
works with clients struggling with life-threatening ill-
nesses and those coping with loss or grief. Dr. Reiss is 
acknowledged as the therapist who counseled Dr. Randy 
Pausch, author of The Last Lecture. Dr. Reiss’s book Les-
sons In Loss And Living is a collection of inspiring, 
real-life stories about the “heroes” she has worked with. 
She presents nationally to both professional and lay audi-
ences on such topics as Grief/Bereavement, Survivial, 
and Positive Coping (Learning to Dance in the Rain). 

TERESA RHYNE
Contact: Chris Kern
310-795-9756
Email: bookings@TeresaRhyne.com
Website: TeresaRhyne.com
Facebook: @TheDogLived
Twitter: @teresajrhyne
Riverside, CA
NY Times best-selling author and breast cancer survivor 
Teresa Rhyne has let her life go to the dogs – literally! 
Diagnosed with triple-negative breast cancer soon after 
her rescued beagle, Seamus, was diagnosed with his own 
cancer, Teresa adopted the mantra of “the dog lived and 
so will I.” She chronicled the ups and downs of surgery, 
chemo, radiation, starting her own law firm, and finding 
romance in her memoir The Dog Lived (And So Will I). 
Today, Teresa brings her humor to audiences around the 
U.S., speaking about surviving cancer and “focusing on 
the cookie,” just like Seamus taught her.

DAVID RICHMAN
213-364-4041
Email: dRichmanX3@gmail.com
Website: David-Richman.com, CycleOfLives.org
Facebook: @CycleOfLives
Instagram: @CycleOfLives_DavidRichman
Henderson, NV
David is a transformation expert whose goal is to start 
conversations about the often-ignored emotional aspect 
of the cancer experience. David is the author of Cycle of 
Lives – 15 People’s Stories, 5,000 Miles, and a Journey 
Through the Emotional Chaos of Cancer, among other 
books. His deep, relatable, and evocative storytelling of 
the real-life experiences of survivors, caregivers, loved-
ones, and more, will help audiences better understand 
the emotional facets. David has completed 16 Ironman 
triathlons, 50 runs of more than 50 miles, and hundreds 
of endurance events, and brings his sport and life 
experience to the stage. 

DANIELLE RIPLEY-BURGESS
816-729-7760
Email: Danielle@DanielleRipleyBurgess.com
Website: DanielleRipleyBurgess.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @DanielleisB
Kansas City, MO  
Danielle Ripley-Burgess is a two-time colorectal 
cancer survivor first diagnosed at age 17. She is part 
of the growing community of early-onset survivors 
facing the disease well before age 50. A published 

author and blogger, she writes and speaks about a 
variety of survivorship issues under a motto of “faith 
that survives.” Now in her mid-30s, she’s survived 
cancer for more than half of her life. Her story of 
adopting her daughter is especially powerful. 

DR. STUART ROBERTSHAW
608-385-3922
Email: DrHumor@aol.com
YouTube: DrHumor
La Crosse, WI  
Dr. Stuart Robertshaw, professor emeritus of psychol-
ogy and education at the University of Wisconsin – La 
Crosse, presents “The Healing Power of Humor.” A can-
cer survivor, he shares his personal journey and what 
he has learned about the psychological and physiolog-
ical benefits of humor. In 1990, he announced the 
formation of the National Association for the Humor 
Impaired, which has received national attention in 
newspapers, radio stations, and magazines such as 
Family Circle and Mature Outlook. Referred to as 
“Dr. Humor,” he is president and CEO of the associa-
tion, and he has delivered presentations in all 50 states 
and four provinces in Canada. 

BETTY ROLLIN
212-779-4512
Email: BettyRollin@earthlink.net
New York, NY  
Author of the books First, You Cry (which later became 
a TV movie starring Mary Tyler Moore) and Here’s the 
Bright Side: Of Failure, Fear, Cancer, Divorce, and 
Other Bum Raps, Betty wrote openly about her experi-
ence with breast cancer and mastectomy. The author of 
five other books, including Last Wish, Betty is a former 
correspondent for NBC News, winner of the Emmy and 
Dupont Awards, and was a contributing correspondent 
for PBS’s Religion and Ethics Newsweekly. Betty 
Rollin is a dynamic, informative, and inspirational (hu-
morous!) speaker who talks about the cancer experience 
and how she benefited from the ordeal.

SCOTT ROMINE
501-920-7543
Email: ScottERomine@yahoo.com
Cabot, AR
Scott Romine is a survivor of both Non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma and a very rare and often lethal side 
effect of treatment called HLH-94. While a police 
officer, Scott created a CBS morning segment called 
“Operation Safe Speed” and he also appears weekly 
on local TV and radio shows. During Scott’s initial 
treatment, he was one of four nominees for the 
Arkansas Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Man of the 
Year. Scott has since spoken openly and with humor 
at National Cancer Survivors Day® and Arkansas 
Rotary events. Scott was the Master of Ceremonies 
for the Arkansas Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s 
2019 Light the Night walk and has been selected as 
Chairperson of the event in 2020.

CAROLINE ROSE
310-903-7566
Email: Caroline@DearRileyRose.com
Website: DearRileyRose.com
Facebook, Instagram: @DearRileyRose
San Antonio, TX
Caroline Rose is a three-time stage IV incurable 
cancer thriver. Diagnosed at the age of 27, Caroline 
was forced to leave medical school and marathons 
and filled her time rehabilitating her dog, Riley Rose. 
Eight months after remission, Caroline’s cancer 
returned and she received a bone marrow transplant 
from her brother in 2006. Over the next four years, 
Caroline gave birth to her daughter and son and then 
her cancer returned for the third time. Only this time 
the game had changed. Cancer was NOT going to take 
a mother away from her children. It was a time of faith, 
fight, and courage, but now cancer-free, Caroline is 
passionate about spreading the message of hope.

SARANNE ROTHBERG, ms
Contact: Grace Lee, The ComedyCures Foundation
888-300-3990, 201-227-8410
Email: Info@Saranne.com, Smile@ComedyCures.org
Website: Saranne.com, ComedyCures.org
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @SaranneMedia, 
@ComedyCures
New York, NY; Tenafly, NJ
Saranne is a stage IV breast cancer survivor who will 
captivate, entertain, motivate, and inspire you. Over 
one million people at 1,800 events around the world 
have attended her laughter-rich, interactive, award-
winning events, digital workshops, and keynotes. 
Featured by Oprah, Dr. Oz, Good Morning America, 
PBS, Fox, CNN, New York Times, and Coping 
magazine, Saranne has won many awards. She has 
spoken at the NIH/NCI, United Nations, World Health 
Organization, Harvard, Stanford, Komen, Gilda’s, 
cancer survivor days, and American Cancer Society 
walks. Saranne founded ComedyCures.org from her 
chemo chair in 1999 to share hope, comedy, and 
laughter. Sliding fee available.

HOLLY ROWE
Contact: Michael Sones, The Montag Group
212-265-7711
Email: MSones@TheMontagGroup.com
Website: ESPNMediaZone.com/us/bios/Rowe_Holly
Facebook: @HollyRoweESPN
Twitter, Instagram: @sportsiren
New York, NY and Salt Lake City, UT
Holly Rowe is a sideline reporter and commentator 
for ESPN. She covers college football, men’s and 
women’s college basketball, college softball, beach 
volleyball, and the WNBA. During her over 20 years 
at ESPN, Holly has covered some of the biggest events 
in sports including Final Fours, College Football 
Playoffs, College World Series, and World Cups. 
Holly was diagnosed with melanoma in 2016. She has 
undergone vigorous treatment and therapy programs 
and through it all has maintained her non-stop travel 
and game schedule with ESPN. Holly encourages 
audiences to follow their passions no matter the 
circumstance. She is an inspiration to people across 
sports and beyond.

STEVE RUBIN
631-921-5860
Email: Steve@OtherCWord.com
Website: OtherCWord.com
Twitter: @OtherCWord
Instagram: @Steve_OtherCWord
New York, NY
At 30 years old, Steve was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma, a rare and aggressive bone cancer. 
After conventional treatments of surgery and chemo, 
doctors ran out of answers and he was losing his 
battle. With a survival rate of less than 10%, he had 
to reach deep down within himself and figure out how 
to survive a seemingly impossible situation. He began 
asking questions such as, How do you fight to overcome 
when the deck feels stacked against you? and How do 
you become the type of role model you couldn’t find 
when you needed them most? These questions and 
more are what kept him sharing his experiences and 
takeaways to help other cancer fighters in need along 
their journey. His blog, othercword.com, was named 
one of the “Best Cancer Blogs of 2020” by Healthline.

BETH RYAN
708-209-6066
Email: BethRyan09@gmail.com
Facebook: BethRyan09
Twitter: @BethRyanLeader
North Riverside, IL
Beth Ryan feels that while no one is prepared for a 
cancer diagnosis, cancer can be a powerful teacher. 
When facing her own diagnosis, life as she knew it 
ceased to exist, and she felt that cancer consumed 
her and her loved ones. She found that the first step 
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was to surrender to the process and accept that many 
things were out of her control. As she walked through 
her cancer journey, Beth faced a steep learning curve 
because lessons she had learned in her life did not 
apply to living with cancer. Beth Ryan shares her own 
personal journey with breast cancer, chemotherapy, and 
double mastectomies to help other patients and loved 
ones navigate the complex and often messy process. 

LINDA RYAN
386-801-3042
Email: Linda@YoCancer.com
Website: YoCancer.com
DeLand, FL
Linda Ryan is a seven-time cervical cancer survivor 
and mom. She has participated in several groundbreak-
ing clinical trials which have given her hope and has 
allowed her to be a resource to others facing their own 
diagnosis. Physical activity and finding the good in dif-
ficult situations remain pillars of her life and has given 
her mental strength to endure several diagnoses and 
treatments. Her speaking and nonprofit work have giv-
en her a platform to give back to her community and 
use her voice as a survivor to help others find strength 
on their journey. Through her blog, yo cancer, she 
shares practical information to help patients and care-
givers feel powerful when they need it most.

ALICE SALAND, ma
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
Alice is a breast cancer survivor, personal trainer, and 
fitness columnist who sought out exercise to speed up 
her recovery. Her exercise program was so successful 
she was given funds to produce, write, and star in her 
own video, Alicethenics: Exercises to Increase Free-
dom of Movement After Breast Surgery, released in 
2000. The nationally-distributed video provides a 
complete body workout, with emphasis on the upper 
body, and closes with a meditation designed to pro-
mote the body’s ability to heal itself. Currently, Alice 
lectures about her incredible journey and demon-
strates the positive effects of exercise for women who 
have undergone breast cancer surgery.

PATRICIA SAN PEDRO 
Contact: Barbara Christianson
503-699-5031
Email: Barbara@SpeakWellBeing.com
Website: PositivelyPat.com, SpeakWellBeing.com
Florida  
“Surviving Cancer with a Smile,” Patricia San Pedro 
(Positively Pat) shares her uplifting personal healing 
journey through breast cancer. Whether the audience 
consists of healthcare professionals, individuals on 
their own healing journeys, or people going through 
other personal challenges, Pat’s speech will bring per-
spective that will leave participants enlightened, 
inspired, and hopeful. We all have the opportunity to 
live an empowered life and to choose joy as a goal, 
whether we’re dealing with health issues, financial 
worries, the death of a loved one, or divorce. It’s our 
choice. Pat’s nine-minute video of her healing journey 
always brings audiences to their feet.

KEVIN SCHLEHUBER
774-644-0273
Email: kevinslay61@gmail.com
Twitter, Instagram: @bb19kevin
Bridgewater, MA
Kevin Schlehuber is a model, public speaker, cancer 
survivor, mental health educator, husband, and father 
to seven amazing humans – six daughters and one son. 
Kevin is known for his time as a houseguest on the 
reality TV show, Big Brother 19.

FREDERICK SCHULDT
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Fate decided to challenge Frederick Schuldt with 
cancer and other serious medical issues, forcing him 
to learn a number of life lessons “the hard way.” 

Now, from his survivor’s vantage, Fred uses his gifts 
as storyteller, corporate leader, father, and coach 
to inspire others toward a more meaningful life. By 
conveying his own experiences with cancer and other 
significant challenges – and the lessons learned by first 
surviving, then thriving through them – Fred’s goal is 
to instill others with the meaning and motivation to 
truly come alive.

MARK SCHULMAN
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Mark Schulman, a first-call on-stage drummer, is also 
an educator, motivational speaker, mentor, advocate 
for at-risk youth, and a cancer survivor. Mark’s resumé 
reads like a who’s who of music, including acts such 
as Sheryl Crow, Billy Idol, Foreigner, Pink, and Al 
Green. He is the recipient of numerous gold and plati-
num discs and has appeared internationally on 
television. He survived testicular cancer while his for-
mer wife was also undergoing cancer treatment. He 
has also cofounded a foundation to raise awareness in 
the male community. His love for inspiring others is 
shared through his speaking events and his signature 
drumming recording seminars.

GEORGIA SHAFFER, ma
888-664-5679
Email: Georgia@GeorgiaShaffer.com
Website: GeorgiaShaffer.com
Facebook: @GeorgiaShafferCoach
York, PA  
Georgia’s story as a cancer survivor is featured in the 
2010 film Letters to God. She is an author, profes-
sional speaker, licensed psychologist, and a certified 
life coach. Her books include Taking Out Your Emo-
tional Trash and A Gift of Mourning Glories: 
Restoring Your Life after Loss. Her messages, filled 
with encouragement and practical strategies, can 
help survivors improve their emotional connections, 
boost physical reserves, and minimize gnawing 
fears. Georgia’s presentations include: “Wired that 
Way – How the Different Personalities Cope,” “I 
Want My Flowers While I’m Living,” and “OK, I’ve 
Survived, Now What?” For medical professionals 
she offers “The Difference You Make.” 

JUDITH G. SHEPHERD
317-604-1649
Email: GramShep@yahoo.com
Website: CharismaPros.com
Greenfield, IN  
Entrepreneur, professional speaker, and author Judith 
Shepherd was diagnosed with uterine cancer four 
weeks after coronary and heart surgery. Widowed at 
age 33, she dealt with the challenges of being a single 
mom, building a business, and being president of the 
International Association of Speakers Bureaus. The 
roles physicians, friends, business associates, and a 
sense of humor played in her recovery are the heart of 
her message.

LYNDA G. SHRAGER, otr, msw, caps
518-439-4349, 518-368-0322 (cell)
Email: LShrager@aol.com
Website: OtherwiseHealthy.com
Facebook, Instagram: TheOrganizedCaregiver
Twitter: @LyndaShrager
Slingerlands, NY 
Diagnosed with breast cancer at age 37 on the same 
day her daughter was diagnosed with Crohn’s dis-
ease, Lynda shares a story of coming out on the other 
side of this journey through hell that is humorous, 
inspiring, and motivational. Known as “The Orga-
nized Caregiver,” Lynda teaches patients and 
caregivers to negotiate the overwhelming healthcare 
system by taking back control and organizing their 
health information. She’s the author of Otherwise 
Healthy, a breast cancer planner. and Age in Place – 
A Guide to Organizing and Decluttering Mom and 
Dad’s Home.

DIANNE SHUMAY, phd
415-353-9973
Email: Dianne.shumay@ucsf.edu
Website: cancer.ucsf.edu/support/psycho-oncology/
San Francisco, CA
Dianne Shumay is a clinical health psychologist, 
Health Sciences assistant professor in the Department 
of Psychiatry, and director of the Psycho-Oncology 
Psychology Service at University of California San 
Francisco Helen Diller Family Comprehensive Cancer 
Center. She is committed to improving the lives of 
cancer patients and their families through psychology. 
Dr. Shumay delivers presentations and workshops 
to professional and patient audiences in the areas of 
cancer survivorship, fear of recurrence, emotional 
wellness, sleep and fatigue, symptom management, 
and physical wellness.

BERNIE SIEGEL, md
203-387-6633
Email: BugsySSiegel@sbcglobal.net
Website: BernieSiegelMD.com
Woodbridge, CT  
Dr. Siegel, a retired surgeon and founder of ECaP, 
Exceptional Cancer Patients, is a recognized expert 
in the area of physical and mental well-being, as well 
as doctor-patient relationships, patient empower-
ment, spiritual issues, and death and dying. By 
learning from his patients, Bernie has realized the 
qualities of self-induced healing which they display 
and how it affects their survival. Mind and body are 
a unit and can’t be separated from one’s experience 
of life. His most recent books are No Beginnings No 
Endings and Three Men Six Lives.

JULIE SILVER, md
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Dr. Julie Silver is a physician and breast cancer sur-
vivor who specializes in rehabilitation medicine with 
a focus on physical recovery. She took her own jour-
ney through the “healing zone,” perfecting her 
healing techniques as she worked to speed her own 
recovery. An upbeat speaker with a positive and 
powerful message, Julie is interested in empowering 
others and giving them the tools they need to be re-
silient and happy. Dr. Silver is an Associate Professor 
at Harvard Medical School and on the medical staff 
at three hospitals in Boston, MA; cofounder of On-
cology Rehab Partners; and author and editor of over 
a dozen books.

DIANE M. SIMARD
303-817-7676
Email: Diane@2GAssociates.com
Website: DianeMSimard.com
Facebook: @DianeMSimard1965
Highlands Ranch, CO
Diane M. Simard, an inaugural Top 100 National 
Women in Business to Watch, is a six-year survivor 
of late stage III breast cancer. She is an aerospace 
executive, author of The Unlikely Gift of Breast Cancer 
(named one of the “Best Breast Cancer Books of All 
Time by BookAuthority), and founder of the Center 
for Oncology Excellence (COPE) at the University 
of Denver. COPE was the country’s first specialty to 
offer graduate-level psycho-oncology training. She 
is replicating COPE in her home state of Nebraska 
and pursuing legislation to make individualized 
psychosocial support a standard treatment for any 
Coloradoan diagnosed with cancer.

ADRIENNE SLAUGHTER
310-940-9200
Email: AdrienneSlaughter13@gmail.com
Website: AdrienneSpeaking.com
Hermosa Beach, CA
A two-time cancer survivor, inspirational and motiva-
tional speaker, and published author, Adrienne 
Slaughter uplifts audiences of all types and sizes na-
tionwide. At age 14, Adrienne lost her leg to 
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osteogenic sarcoma and was given only a one percent 
chance of survival. In 2009, cancer was found in both 
her breasts, but after a double mastectomy, she is to-
day 100 percent cancer-free! Speaker of the Year for 
United Way, Adrienne leads an active sports-filled 
life, bringing more smiles to the world. As an upbeat 
dynamo, she will inspire you!  

KAREN SMYERS
781-259-4428
Email: MKandKS@comcast.net
Website: KarenSmyers.com
Lincoln, MA  
Karen Smyers has been racing as a professional triath-
lete for nearly three decades. She has won numerous 
National and World Championship titles, including 
the prestigious Hawaiian Ironman World Champion-
ship in 1995. Subsequently, she endured the challenge 
of a severed hamstring, a knockdown by an 18-wheel-
er while cycling, and a battle with thyroid cancer. 
Undaunted, she returned to world-class competitions 
to win her seventh Elite National Championship. Kar-
en’s inspirational talks focus on the qualities that have 
helped her overcome the many obstacles she has en-
countered: passion, perseverance, positive attitude, 
and perspective.

OLYMPIA SNOWE
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Olympia Snowe’s dedicated work for more than three 
decades  in Congress has garnered her nationwide rec-
ognition as a leading policymaker in Washington. A 
lifelong advocate for cancer research, Olympia helped 
to pass several key pieces of cancer legislation, in-
cluding the Breast Cancer Research Stamp, the 
Genetic Information Non-Discrimination Act, and the 
EARLY Act, which stands for Education and Aware-
ness Requires Learning Young, and established a 
public education initiative around breast cancer for 
women under 45 years old.

TONY SOBONY
614-806-9764
Email: AmeriPie7@aol.com
Website: AmericanPieParty.org
Facebook: TheAmericanPieParty
Twitter: @Ameripie7
Columbus, OH
The American Pie Party was founded in 1980 to fight 
cancer with pie-in-the-face humor. The Party recruits 
celebrities, people who celebrate life, to accept a 
whipped cream paper plate pie in the face from a 
cancer survivor to benefit their chosen anti-cancer 
charity. Anyone, anytime, anywhere can play Virtual 
American Pie Party Tag. Tony will demonstrate the 
process at the conclusion of his “spitch”, half speech 
and half pitch. On National Cancer Survivors Day®  
, Sunday, June 6, 2021, Tony will accept 606 pies 
in 60.6 seconds, each weighing 6.06 ounces with 
SpeedPie, accumulating over 70,000 pies in 40 years.

LUKE SODERLING
218-865-7143
Email: Luke@LukeSoderling.com
Website: LukeSoderling.com
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @Lukesoder
Gilbert, MN
Luke Soderling is an experienced public speaker 
with a dynamic and engaging method of connecting 
with his audience. In 2017, Luke was selected as a 
participant on Discovery Channel’s survivalist reality 
show, The Wheel. Luke survived alone in six grueling 
wild landscapes in South America over 60 days. 
His drive and determination in wilderness survival 
is only outpaced by the grit and determination he 
showed as he beat stage III thyroid cancer in 2013. 
Luke shares the lessons he learned from a lifetime of 
stories and examples, and he uses those analogies to 
help his audience understand the truths and feel as 
though they were there.

SUSAN SORENSEN
616-617-0599  
Email: SusanSor@yahoo.com 
Facebook: Praying Through Cancer
Ada, MI  
Susan experienced thyroid cancer at age 19 and breast 
cancer at age 41. A speaker and author of books and Bi-
ble studies, she has also written articles for Christian 
Parenting Today and Coping with Cancer. She coau-
thored Praying Through Cancer: Set Your Heart Free 
From Fear, a 90-day devotional for women that includes 
contributions from 45 women who have gone through 
the fears and come out stronger on the other side. The 
Women’s Devotional Bible, Pink Edition by Thomas Nel-
son features 30 devotionals from the book. Susan brings 
hope in a faithful God and the assurance that He walks 
with us no matter what trials we face in life.

ALAN SPECTOR
314-392-9990
Email: BBallNever2Old@aol.com
Website: AASpector.com
St Louis, MO
Alan Spector is the author of eight books, including 
Cancer: Balancing Reality and Hope. The book’s in-
spiration came from his ten-year chronic lymphocytic 
leukemia survivorship and being a strategic planning 
consultant for cancer institutions across the country, 
including the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, the 
Lombardi Cancer Center at Georgetown University, 
and the University of Colorado Cancer Center. Alan 
retired as a Director of Worldwide Quality Assurance 
from the Procter & Gamble Company and speaks 
around the country on the non-financial aspects of re-
tirement planning.

SUE SPECTOR
240-731-5587
Email: SueSpector62@gmail.com
Rockville, MD
Sue Spector is a four-time cancer survivor, thyroid 
twice, breast, and bladder. Her treatments involved 
multiple surgeries, six and a half weeks of radiation, 
chemotherapy, radioactive iodine (I-131), and immu-
notherapy. In spite of having to deal with numerous 
cancer diagnoses and the side effects from years of 
treatments, Sue remains positive, upbeat, and witty. 
She has spoken at Relay for Life’s survivor luncheon 
and through video when she couldn’t appear as the 
keynote speaker due to COVID-19. Her book, What 
Cancer Taught Me: A Memoir, was written under her 
former name, Sue Straus. Her story is both uplifting 
and inspirational. 

GLENDA STANDEVEN
604-792-6638, 604-997-5787 (cell)
Email: GlendaStandeven@gmail.com
Website: GlendaStandeven.com
Chilliwack, BC, Canada
Glenda Standeven is an author, workshop facilitator, and 
humorous inspirational speaker. She lost her entire right 
leg, hip, and pelvis to bone cancer in 1988. Glenda is 
the author of I Am Choosing to Smile, her inspirational 
life story about learning many of life’s lessons the hard 
way, and What Men Won’t Talk About and Women Need 
to Know, which chronicles her husband’s journey with 
prostate cancer using honesty and humor. Glenda has 
published three short stories that were included in the 
Chicken Soup for the Soul series, including her most 
recent, “Good Morning Five Toes!” appearing in 
Chicken Soup for the Soul – Think Positive, Live Happy. 

GLORIA STEINEM
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
A survivor of breast cancer, Ms. Steinem is a devoted 
activist and writer and is undeniably one of the most 
important voices of the modern feminist movement. 
Perhaps best known as the cofounder, editor, and owner 
of Ms. Magazine, Ms. Steinem’s name is synonymous 
with the advancement of women’s social equality 

worldwide. Ms. Steinem helped to found the Women’s 
Action Alliance and the National Women’s Political 
Caucus, and was the founding president of the Ms. 
Foundation for Women. Her books include Revolution 
from Within: A Book of Self Esteem, Outrageous Acts 
and Everyday Rebellions, Moving Beyond Words, and 
My Life on the Road.

DANIEL STOLFI
647-202-0717
Email: DanielStolfi@gmail.com
Website: YouAndMeENT.com 
Facebook, Twitter: @CancerCantDance
Toronto, ON, Canada
Actor, writer, and comedian Daniel Stolfi is an 
established speaker, storyteller, and patient advocate. In 
2008, at the age of 25, Daniel was diagnosed with acute 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma, a form of cancer requiring 
two years of aggressive chemotherapy and radiation. 
Through his ongoing battle with the disease, Daniel 
created his simultaneously heartwarming and hysterical 
Canadian Comedy Award-winning one-person show 
Cancer Can’t Dance Like This. Daniel uses larger-than-
life characters, stand-up comedy, and personal journal 
entries to share his story in a unique and empowering 
way, proving that laughter is the best medicine.

SUSAN STRONG
719-209-7193
Email: susan@SusanStrong.com
Website: StrongHeartNow.com
Facebook, Instagram: @StrongHeartNow
Twitter: @StrongHeartNow1
Denver, CO
Susan Strong is a two-time cancer survivor, 
motivational speaker, and patient advocate with a 
powerful message. Her audiences are captivated 
by relatable straight talk, humor, and wisdom-
based strategies to master the challenges of cancer 
survivorship. Susan draws on three life-changing 
experiences, energizing her audience with the power 
to overcome obstacles and create a life they love. 
At age 17, Susan’s life was upended by a shocking 
diagnosis of Hodgkin lymphoma. Decades later, she 
faced heart disease and breast cancer with grace and 
humor, and a desire to help others. Susan has not only 
discovered her own inner strength, but she has also 
become a light for others facing similar challenges.

NICOLLE D. SURRATTE
610-812-9997
Email: Info@NspireDbyNicolle.com
Website: NspireDbyNicolle.com
Facebook: @NspireDbyNicolle
New Castle, DE
Nicolle D. Surratte is a breast cancer “thriver,” patient 
advocate, and inspirational speaker promoting health 
and wellness as a lifestyle. In her award-winning 
memoir, The Voice of Victory in the Valley: Diary of a 
Breast Cancer Thriver, Nicolle provides a behind the 
scenes look at the roller coaster ride of cancer. Nicolle 
is real, relevant, and relatable. She uses humor as well 
as real world applications and solutions to encourage, 
uplift, and connect with audiences. You’ll be 
“NspireD” to accept the challenge to change so that 
you too can triumph over trauma, transform pain into 
purpose, and become better instead of bitter. 

SEAN SWARNER
Contact: Josh Cohen
718-422-0200
Email: josh.cohen@authenticm.com
Website: SeanSwarner.com, CancerClimber.org
Facebook: @Sean.Swarner
Twitter, Instagram: @SeanSwarner
Denver, CO
Sean Swarner is the only person in history to climb 
Mt. Everest, ski to both the North and South Poles, 
and complete the World Championship Ironman 
Triathlon in Hawaii. He was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
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lymphoma and Askin’s Sarcoma, was in a coma for a 
year, and only has one functioning lung. Throughout 
his life, Sean has been constantly redefining the word 
“impossible,” and speaks about how you can do the 
same in your life. He’s an international keynote speaker, 
author, adventurer, certified professional coach, and has 
worked with corporations such as IBM, Google, and 
Unilever. Sean has been featured on ESPN, The Today 
Show, Fox News, and other TV shows.

PATRICK SWEENEY
AEI Speakers Bureau – page 26
Patrick Sweeney paid his way through state college 
where he took up rowing. With just two years of 
experience he tried out for the USA Olympics team, 
finished second in the Olympic trials, and won 
national and international championships in the 
process. Patrick attended a Top 5 business school 
where he would earn his MBA and go on to start 
three technology companies worth millions of dollars. 
During the height of his business success he contracted 
a very rare form of leukemia. The brush with death 
launched him on a path to make friends with fear to 
discover his adventure within. He has been rated one 
of the top speakers globally. 

TERRI TATE, rn, ms
415-595-5488
Email: TT@TerriTate.com
Website: TerriTate.com, ACrookedSmile.com
Facebook: ACrookedSmile
Twitter: @Terri_Tate
San Rafael, CA  
Terri Tate believes in the healing power of fun. Terri is 
an inspirational teacher disguised as a stand up come-
dian. Her unique brand of humor shines hilarious light 
into the darkest corners of the human experience. She 
visited these dark places, most notably during two 
nearly fatal bouts of disfiguring oral cancer. Terry has 
re-emerged, committed to illuminating the way for 
others as they discover their own path to healing, pur-
pose, and passion. Sounds True just published Terri’s 
first book, A Crooked Smile. New York Times author 
Anne Lamott wrote the forward and says the book is 
“Thrilling in its insight and first-rate storytelling.”

ASTRONAUT DON THOMAS
281-384-9455
Email: OhioAstronaut@comcast.net
Website: OhioAstronaut.com
Twitter: Astro_DonThomas
Towson, MD
Don first dreamed of becoming an astronaut and flying 
in space when he was a six-year-old. At the age of 
35, he was selected by NASA to be an astronaut.  
Only two months after beginning training, doctors 
diagnosed Don with thyroid cancer. Following surgery 
and radiation, he went on to fly four Space Shuttle 
missions, spending 44 days in space, and orbiting 
the Earth 692 times during his 20-year career with 
NASA. Don brings a wealth of personal experience, 
inspiration, and humor to his presentation titled 
“Overcoming Obstacles and Reaching for the Stars”.
In 2015 he celebrated his 25th year of being a cancer 
survivor and has always taken great pride in being the 
first cancer survivor to fly in space.

MARLYS L. THOMPSON
World Class Speakers & Entertainers – page 26
The loss of her husband in a plane crash led Marlys to 
explore transformational training: “Ways to Open Up 
New Possibilities” to continue life. In 1995, after being 
told she had stage IV breast cancer, her cancer disap-
peared between the first and second surgeries. This was 
a profound experience that changed her life and opened 
new ways for tapping into personal wisdom, balance, 
and well-being. She designs and implements training 
for companies and organizations and provides personal 
business coaching where people create amazing im-
provements in their business and personal lives.

MORGAN THOMPSON
646-678-7732
Email: MorganThompson04@gmail.com
Website: BeatingCancerWhileStayingFabulous
   .blogspot.com
Twitter: MorganGThompson
Instagram: MorganThompson04
Los Angeles, CA
Morgan Thompson is a marketing professional, TV 
host, pop culture aficionado, and cancer survivor 
who has worked for Parenting, CosmoGIRL!, Red-
book, Seventeen, and Cosmopolitan magazines. Born 
in New York and raised in Charlotte, NC, Morgan 
possesses a winning combo of Southern charm and 
New York sass. In 2009, Morgan was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin lymphoma and launched her blog, Beating 
Cancer While Staying Fabulous, to share her experi-
ence with other young adults fighting cancer. 
Throughout her six-year battle with the disease, 
Morgan got married, traveled, continued to work, and 
never lost her trademark smile. 

PUJA A. J. THOMSON
845-255-2278
Email: Puja@RootsNWings.com
Website: RootsNWings.com
Facebook: Puja.Thomson
Twitter: @PujaThomson
New Paltz, NY
Puja Thomson is a breast cancer survivor and author 
of After Shock: From Cancer Diagnosis to Healing – 
A step-by-step guide to navigate your way, My Hope 
& Focus Cancer Organizer, and Track Your Truth: 
Discover Your Authentic Self. Her calming Scottish 
voice empowers patients and families to take charge 
of all aspects of a cancer experience: physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual. She blends conventional, 
complementary, and alternative approaches with prac-
tical suggestions, organizational tools, patient stories, 
and excellent resources. She also helps attendees to 
follow the clues within to find what is truly meaning-
ful to them.

JACLYN TOLENTINO, do 
305-458-7824
Email: Jaclyn@ParsleyHealth.com
Website: ParsleyHealth.com,
DrJaclynTolentino.com
Instagram: @DrJaclynTolentino
Playa Del Ray, CA
Jaclyn Tolentino, DO is a board-certified family phy-
sician, an integrative and functional medicine 
practitioner, and a young breast cancer survivor. She 
specializes in hormone health and has received exten-
sive training through the Institute for Functional 
Medicine. Dr. Tolentino is a frequent contributor to 
publications including Vogue, Well+Good, and CNET. 
She has been an invited speaker, educator, and col-
laborator for a diverse roster of companies and 
organizations, including most recently the Young Sur-
vival Coalition. Her areas of interest and expertise 
include integrative oncology, life after cancer, and 
young cancer survivorship.

WENDY TREYNOR, phd
310-937-5683
Email: DrWendy@ICanHeal.com
Website: ICanHeal.com
ICanHeal.org, ICanHeal.TV
Facebook, Twitter: ICanHeal
Palos Verdes, CA  
Allow The Gift of Cancer: Turn Your Tragedy into a 
Treasure ... A Teasure Map to Happiness! author, so-
cial scientist, and cancer survivor Dr. Wendy Treynor 
to empower, enlighten, and inspire your audience to 
overcome perceived obstacles, live up to their true po-
tential, access the joy that is theirs, and increase love 
of life with a heartwarming and humorous keynote 
from her four-part I Can Heal series, which bridges 
science and spirit, teaching self-love and happiness. 

DOUG ULMAN
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Overcoming chondrosarcoma during his sophomore 
year of college and malignant melanoma twice since, 
Doug Ulman is a three-time cancer survivor and 
nationally recognized cancer advocate. He is President 
and CEO of Pelotonia, a Columbus, Ohio, charity 
bike ride that raised more than $61 million for cancer 
research in its first five years. Mr. Ulman also serves as 
an advisor to the Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center – Arthur G. James Cancer Hospital 
and Solove Research Institute, and is a member of the 
Sarcoma Alliance for Research through Collaboration 
Board of Directors. Previously, Doug served as 
President and CEO of the Livestrong Foundation. 

JODY URQUHART
877-750-1900
Email: Jody@IDoInspire.com
Website: IDoInspire.com
Calgary, AB, Canada
Fed up? Lighten up! Jody Urquhart takes playing more, 
and worrying less, seriously. Jody Urquhart, keynote 
speaker, syndicated columnist, and author of the book All 
Work and No SAY, reveals how the ability to laugh at life 
helps us deal with daily disappointments and lifetime 
setbacks. Join her as she builds a humorously convincing 
case that humor and play help you cope, stay in control, 
decrease worry, and maintain balance and perspective, 
especially in stressful, life-challenging times.

LIZA VANN
212-889-0868
Email: Jvdemichele@LizaVann.com
Website: LizaVann.com
New York, NY  
Cancer did not make her a survivor – babysitting did.  
The seventh child in a family of 12, Liza is the top of the 
bottom half.  There are no sacred cows in her one-woman 
show, “The Top of the Bottom Half – An Evening with 
the Keeper of All Knowledge,” which will raise eye-
brows and answer questions about life, family, and 
relationships. Hard-hitting, fast-talking, and funny, Liza 
reviews her experiences growing up in the South and ex-
amines the choices people face throughout their lives. 
She addresses the most difficult topics – including her 
own less-than-traditional confrontation with breast 
cancer – with humor and intelligence. 

MICHAEL VELTRI
202-253-3726
Email: michael@MichaelVeltri.com
Website: MichaelVeltri.com
Facebook: @michaelveltribusinessleader
Twitter: @mpveltri
LinkedIn: @michaelveltrithoughtleader
Westlake Village, CA
Michael Veltri is a resilient cancer survivor, leadership 
expert, and author. Recognizing that success in 
business and life is created by the daily decisions we 
make, Michael elevates teams, fuel-injects leadership, 
and improves business performance through better 
decision-making practices. Michael is also a battle-
hardened business executive, decorated U.S. Marine 
veteran, and master instructor in classical Japanese 
martial arts. He brings his business savvy, martial 
arts discipline, and Marine Corps leadership to every 
keynote speech, inspiring, motivating, and educating 
audiences worldwide.

NATASHA VERMA
Contact: Brenda Kane, American Program Bureau
617-614-1607
Email: bkane@apbspeakers.com
Website: NatashaVerma.com, VermaFoundation.org
Facebook: @NatashaVermaNews
Twitter: @NatashaVermaTV
Instagram: @Natasha_Verma
Denver, CO
Natasha Verma is a cancer survivor, anchor on 
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Denver’s #1 morning show, 9NEWS, and founder of 
Verma Foundation, an organization committed to giving 
free cap wigs to cancer patients. At 23, Natasha was 
diagnosed with stage II hodgkin’s lymphoma. After 
being misdiagnosed twice and advocating for her health, 
doctors found tumors on both sides of her body and 
a mass in her chest. She was the University of Texas’ 
youngest-ever graduate at 17, earning two undergraduate 
degrees - broadcast journalism and biology/pre-med. At 
age 18, she graduated from Columbia University with 
a master’s degree in journalism. 

JEANNINE WALSTON
415-215-4982
Email: Jeannine@JeannineWalston.com
Websites: JeannineWalston.com, HealingFocus.org, 
Los Angeles, CA 
Diagnosed with a brain tumor in 1998, Jeannine Walston 
has overcome obstacles and focuses on survivorship. As 
a nationally recognized speaker, Jeannine has received 
praise from New York Times best sellers, prominent 
doctors, patients, caregivers, and film industry experts, 
among others. She has worked for the U.S. Congress, 
national cancer nonprofits, U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, National Cancer Institute, National 
Center for Complementary and Alternative Health, 
hospitals, clinics, professionals, patients, and caregivers. 
Jeannine helps survivors celebrate, address needs, and 
highlight cancer prevention.

DONNA R. WALTON, edd
Email: DonnaWalton@LEGGTalk.com
Websites: DonnaWalton.com, 
DivasWithDisabilites.org 
Facebook: @DrDonnaWalton
@DivasWithDisabilities
Washington, DC
At age 18, bone cancer dramatically changed Don-
na’s life when she had to undergo the amputation of 
her left leg above the knee to help save her life. Since 
then, she has adopted the motto “What’s a leg got to 
do with it?” to help others latch on to their dreams 
and have faith in their ultimate victory. Today, the 
CEO and founder of LEGGTalk, Inc., she helps 
shape society’s perception of what “disability” looks 
like through her new digital movement – The Divas 
with Disabilities Project.
 
ERIN WEIDEMANN
Contact: Brent Michael
858-771-6565
Email: booking@erinweidemann.com
Website: ErinWeidemann.com
Twitter: @ErinWeidemann
Instagram: @erin.weidemann
Encinitas, CA
Founder of Truth Becomes Her and award-winning 
author of The Adventures of Rooney Cruz series, Erin 
Weidemann is a certified teacher, coach, and nationally-
recognized speaker. She offers speaking workshops 
and seminars to equip people to step into the unique 
leadership roles for which they were designed. A five-
time cancer survivor, Erin speaks at events, conferences, 
fundraisers, churches, and schools. Funny and real, Erin 
is also the host of the award-winning Heroes For Her 
podcast. Erin speaks for several organizations including 
The American Cancer Society, Coaches vs Cancer, and 
Food For The Hungry.

JAN WHITE
302-545-0520
Email: JanSaysOnward@gmail.com
Website: JanSaysOnward.com
Facebook: @JanSaysOnward
Newark, DE
Jan is a stage IV non-hodgkin’s lymphoma survivor/
thriver, small business owner, and third-degree black 
belt in karate. At five-foot-nothing, she is often 
underestimated. She may be small, but she is mighty. 
Her presentations combine stark honesty and wry humor 

wrought from her cancer “Adventure.” An experienced 
speaker, Jan had the honor of being keynote for the 
2020 NCCN Patient Advocacy Summit: youtube.com/
watch?v=DNtrigGnUt8&t=145s. Whether speaking to 
corporations, associations, survivors, or anyone facing 
a challenge, her presentations of adversity and tenacity, 
injected with humor, is a ticket to inspiration and action.

BOB “B. B.” WIDDOP
508-989-1586
Email: BobWiddop@gmail.com
Palmetto, FL  
“B. B.” Widdop is a family entertainer (who speaks 
professionally). For over 22 years, Bob was better 
known as “Nurse B. B.” with the Big Apple Circus 
Clown Care at Children’s Hospital Boston and Hasbro 
Children’s Hospital in Providence, RI. Based on real-
world examples, he brings a wealth of knowledge on 
the subject of humor and healing. In 1999, Bob was 
diagnosed with stage IV melanoma. In 2006, his wife 
went to the doctor with a headache and was diagnosed 
with glioblastoma, stage IV. She died 15 months later. 
From cancer survivor to caregiver, Bob’s presentations 
are always a captivating blend of entertainment and an 
inspiring message of hope.

LEISSE WILCOX
289-251-5173
Email: Leisse@gmail.com
Website: LeisseWilcox.ca
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: @LeisseWilcox
Ontario, Canada
Leisse is a Master Success coach changing the 
conversation on emotional health and self-love. 
Featured in CNN, ABC, CBS, NPR, CTV, Elephant 
Journal, the Toronto Star, and Thrive Global, she helps 
women courageously embody the vision of themselves 
they dream about. A passionate (and TEDx) speaker, 
dynamic thought leader, author of To Call Myself 
Beloved: a Story of Hope, Healing, and Coming Home, 
NLP practitioner, podcast host, cancer survivor, and 
mom of three, her entire experience has been about 
coming home to her truest self and to call herself 
“beloved,” knowing that changing the world starts by 
changing ourselves first. You can also find her Amazon 
Prime’s The Social Movement (season two).

PAT WILLIAMS
407-721-0922
Email: Pwilliams@PatWilliams.com
Website: PatWilliams.com
Facebook: OrlandoMagicPatWilliams
Twitter: @OrlandoMagicPat
Orlando, FL
As one of the millions of people diagnosed with can-
cer, basketball Hall of Famer Pat Williams first asked, 
“Why me?” After calling on his faith, his family, and 
his fighting spirit, he responded, “Why not me?” Wil-
liams’ mantra became “The mission is remission.” 
After rounds of chemotherapy and a stem cell trans-
plant, he succeeded in the fight of his life. In his 
touching and inspiring talk, Williams shares his story 
and the six essential healing factors that helped him 
win his battle. With pragmatic and motivating tips, 
plus advice from other survivors, “The Mission Is Re-
mission” is an empowering presentation for anyone 
facing cancer.

TARA WILLIAMSON
919-592-5580
Email: PinkInkTattoo1@yahoo.com
Website: PinkInkTattoo.com
Facebook: @PinkInkTattooLLC
Twitter: @pinkinktattoo1
Instagram: @pink_ink_tattoo
Garner, NC
Tara Williamson, a certified areola complex, 3D 
nipple, and scar camouflage tattoo artist, brings the 
natural look of areolas to all survivors through her 
business, Pink Ink Tattoo, LLC. As a breast cancer 

survivor and nurse, she understands the immense 
positive impact areola tattooing has on mastectomy 
survivors, helping them restore their confidence 
and feel whole again. Tara travels across the United 
States, providing her specialized services, working 
alongside various plastic surgeons and also speaks 
at multiple functions across the country, sharing her 
journey with others.

BRETT WILSON
304-550-9599 
Email: WilsonCancerConsulting@gmail.com
Website: WalkingMiracles.org
Charleston, WV  
Shortly after his second birthday, doctors gave Brett 
Wilson six months to live. At age two, Wilson was 
diagnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia. Against 
all odds, he went through five years of chemotherapy 
and then into remission. A  year and a half later, cancer 
returned, but this time as non-Hodgkin lymphoma. At 
12 years of age, he went into full remission. A West 
Virginia Cancer Coalition Certified Cancer Patient 
Navigator, Brett provides cancer therapy and consult-
ing, and he helps people through recovery and 
remission. He is also a volunteer Livestrong Leader of 
West Virginia.

LISA MARIE WILSON
818-636-9636
Email: NewLisaMarie@gmail.com
Website: TravelingDaisy.com
Twitter: @lisamariewil
Beverly Hills, CA
Author, actress, and cancer survivor Lisa Marie Wil-
son wrote Traveling Daisy: A Generational Cancer 
Story of Disease and Dysfunction, which looks into 
her life and questions “Did my chaotic life cause my 
cancer?” The ebook quickly became popular on Ama-
zon, and all proceeds benefit cancer research. Lisa has 
a unique perspective on surviving cancer as she brings 
humor and insight into a painful subject. Her goal is to 
help people survive cancer. As a fifth-generational 
cancer survivor, she offers tips, advice, and firsthand 
knowledge on how to deal with your own cancer or 
someone else’s cancer. Her family has dealt with mel-
anoma, breast, colon, carcinoid, carcinoma, and 
thyroid cancers.

DON YAEGER
850-412-0300
Email: Don@DonYaeger.com
Website: DonYaeger.com
Tallahassee, FL  
Don Yaeger, cancer survivor, author, and motivational 
speaker, shares compelling stories of the truly great 
champions he’s worked with over two decades of 
journalism. After using Don for her survivors’ event, 
Barbara Barhamand, president and founder of the 
Cancer Coalition for Life in Naperville, IL, wrote: “If 
you’re looking for a speaker to motivate, inspire, and 
entertain, look no further. To discover that Don under-
stood the struggle firsthand…created a genuine 
connection with our audience. I promise you will not 
be disappointed!”

RACHAEL YAHNE
Email: RaeYahne@gmail.com
Website: RachaelYahne.com
Twitter, Instagram: @RachaelYahne
Los Angeles, CA
Rachael Yahne is an award-winning blogger, writer, and 
speaker whose work has been featured in Seventeen, 
Cosmopolitan, Huffington Post, Amy Poehler’s Smart 
Girls, The Seattle Times, and more. Rachael was diag-
nosed with stage IVB Hodgkin lymphoma at age 17 and 
underwent an experimental treatment to save her life. 
She went on to work as a fashion journalist and fashion 
editor, and to serve a year in Americorp all by the age of 
25. Today, she writes to help people of all walks of life to 
see the magic and possibilities in their everyday lives. 
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ANDREW YOUNG
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc. – page 26
Andrew Young has always viewed his career through 
the lens of his first career – that of an ordained minis-
ter. His work for civil and human rights, his many 
years in public office as a U.S. Congressman, United 
Nations Ambassador, and Mayor of Atlanta, his lead-
ership of the Atlanta Olympic Games, his advocacy of 
investment in Africa through GoodWorks International, 
and the establishment of the Andrew J. Young Foun-
dation are all in response to his call to serve. Andrew 
Young is a prostate cancer survivor.

MELANIE YOUNG 
212-620-7027, 646-270-4031 (cell)
Email: Melanie@MelanieYoung.com 
Melanie@TheConnectedTable.com
Website: MelanieYoung.com
Facebook: FearlessFabulousMelanie
Twitter: @MightyMelanie
Instagram: @MelanieFabulous
Breast cancer survivor and certified health coach Mel-
anie Young helps you make healthy choices, reframe 
challenges, and value your self-worth, all messages in 
her motivating talks and books. After undergoing 
breast cancer treatment, Melanie wrote Getting Things 
Off My Chest: A Survivor’s Guide To Staying Fearless 
and Fabulous in the Face of Breast Cancer, which 
won the 2014 International Book Award for the 
“Health: Cancer” category. Her second book, Fear-
less, Fabulous You! Lessons on Living Life on Your 
Terms, teaches five steps to transform your life. She 
also hosts the national iHeartRadio show Fearless 
Fabulous You and writes a witty blog on healthy liv-
ing and attitude, which she exudes in her talks. 

JASAN ZIMMERMAN
760-408-1911 
Email: JasanZimmerman@gmail.com
Palo Alto, CA
Cancer at six months old – check (neuroblastoma on 
the neck, treated with radiation). Cancer at 15 years 
old – check (thyroid, possibly due to the neuroblasto-
ma treatment, treated with radioactive iodine). Cancer 
again at 21 years old – check (thyroid, and more radio-
active iodine). Jasan is an extremely dedicated 
survivorship Sherpa. He is a passionate cancer survi-
vorship advocate who has volunteered at both the 
local and national levels. Professionally, he raises 
funds for child and maternal health research at a local 
children’s hospital. Jasan can inspire, motivate, and 
provide hope for listeners.

ETHAN ZOHN 
Gold Standard Sports and Entertainment – page 26
The Harry Walker Agency - page 26
Website: EZohn.com
Ethan Zohn is the ultimate SURVIVOR. After winning 
the reality television competition Survivor: Africa, 
Ethan conquered cancer in two very public bouts with 
Hodgkin lymphoma. He became the “megaphone” for 
a generation of young adults with cancer, embracing the 
role as an energetic spokesperson for various organiza-
tions, including StandUp2Cancer, Gabrielle’s Angel 
Foundation, and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 
A television and event host, Ethan continues to speak 
around the world about character, leadership, resiliency, 
service, and how his challenges have become the 
source of his strength. Ethan has also been a contestant 
on The Amazing Race, Survivor: All-Stars, Fear 
Factor, and Eco-Challenge. 

MARIE C. ZOUTOMOU-QUNITANILLA, mba
310-722-4364
Email: TheTest@MarieZQ.com
Website: MarieZQ.com
Facebook, Instagram: @YouAreBeingTested
Twitter: @YourBeingTested
Los Angeles, CA
Marie C. Zoutomou-Qunitanilla is a nine-year 
survivor, believer, wife, mother. She is also the 
founder of MarieZQ Ministries, a motivational 
speaker, author, and the host of a weekly radio show, 
“You Are Being Tested, Do Not Worry” on KKLA. 
She has been a volunteer speaker for the American 
Cancer Society for eight years. After surviving 
cancer, she began to pursue her dream motivating 
and inspiring others to find hope, faith, strength, and 
to push beyond their limits.

Facebook.com/CancerSurvivorsDay
Twitter.com/SurvivorsDay
Instagram.com/CancerSurvivorsDay
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AEI SPEAKERS BUREAU
617-782-3111; 800-447-7325
Email: Jennifer@AEISpeakers.com
Website: AEISpeakers.com

GOLD STANDARD SPORTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Contact: Carie Trutanich
310-709-7630
Email: Carie@GoldStandardSports.com 
Website: GoldStandardSports.com 

MALE BREAST CANCER COALITION 
Contact: Peggy Miller
913-362-2196
Email: peggy@MaleBreastCancerCoalition.org 
Website: MaleBreastCancerCoalition.org 

THE COMEDYCURES FOUNDATION
888-300-3990, 201-227-8410
Email: Smile@ComedyCures.org
Website: ComedyCures.org

THE HARRY WALKER AGENCY, INC.
646-227-4900
Email: Info@HarryWalker.com
Website: HarryWalker.com

THE HUMOR PROJECT INC.
518-587-8770
Email: Info@HumorProject.com
Website: HumorProject.com

WORLD CLASS SPEAKERS & ENTERTAINERS 
Contact: Joseph I. Kessler
818-991-5400, 310-766-2248
Email: wcse@wcSpeakers.com
jkessler@wcSpeakers.com
Website: wcSpeakers.com

The NCSD Speakers Bureau Roster is published by the 
National Cancer Survivors Day Foundation, Inc.
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